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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


Sekai, a Japanese magazine, carried “Reports from 
South Korea” on the south Korean people’s struggle 
against fascist dictatorship and for democracy. This 
is a translation of 26 items selected from the “Re- 
ports from South Korea” published from November 
1972 to June 1974. 
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PESSIMISM AND REFUSAL 
November 1972 Dispatch 


A martial law was suddenly proclaimed on the 
evening of October 17 last, and no one has since been 
allowed to tell the truth about the situation in south 
Korea. A friend of mine showed me an English docu- 
ment entitled “Report on the Situation of South 
Korea.” 

He said that he considered it to be a copy of the 
report which a foreign missionary had secretly sent 
to his country about a week ago. He added that the 
report might be most objective and reliable. Now let 
me quote some passages from it for the first dispatch. 


...Needless to say, all people believe that this 
event is a sheer and plain robbery of power in- 
tended to perpetuate the rule of the present go- 
vernment. 

..Press censorship is rigid. The papers and 
magazines are forbidden to leave blanks unfilled 
so that the traces of censorship may not be per- 
ceived. Military troops are stationed at all the 
major universities (except women’s universities) 
in Seoul. Sentries are posted at all their gates. 
It is the same with the Sebrance and other col- 
lege hospitals. At first no students were allowed 
to enter the campuses, and the professors and 
staff members were examined at the entrances. 
Later this situation relaxed a little. Through his 
October 17 statement the President prohibited all 
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political activities and all the activities supporting 
or opposing the new constitution. It is said, howe- 
ver, that there will be an “enlightenment activity” 
to “explain” the newly revised constitution. Big 
flags are seen flying everywhere. They stand as 
a call for urgent establishment of a new consti- 
tution, the glorification of “October revitalization” 
and the advocation of “democracy of a south Ko- 
rean type”. The CIA and the police bring heavy 
pressure to bear upon all sections of people and 
all organizations to support the “reform” in pu- 
blic. Reports are coming in every day about the 
people being convicted on acharge of having 
spread “false rumours” against the new constitu- 
tion. The rectors of the x x colleges have not yet 
succumbed. (The rector of the xx college, an 
American, is not yet given such pressure.) 
...People in all walks of life are in a gloomy 
and very pessimistic mood. Of course, all the men 
of education and urban dwellers take an attitude 
of opposition as in the past. This time, however, 
the rural population, too, is strongly opposed to 
it...Many people are urged to support the chan- 
ge, but most of them are refusing it. In a town all 
the pastors were called to the police station, where 
they were told to conduct activities in support of 
the change. But they refused. Both parties parted 
with perplexed looks, because the pastors found 
it difficult to say no and the police on its part 
failed to pursuade them into consent. Primary 
school teachers, in particular, went round the 
area, telling their pupils not to hear the bad words 
of their elder brothers—college students— but 
to support the revitalization. At no time since the 
days of Japanese rule has there been such a situ- 
ation as today when people generally control 


their speech and talk about the political situation 
with no one but their intimate friends. There are 
rumours flying about that people were arrested, 
spies detected and the United States keeps an eye 
on the situation. All these rumeurs are going to 
create such an atmosphere of restraint that has 
never seen since 1945 in spite of the dictatorial 
rule from Syngman Rhee to Pak Jung Hi. 

..It is almost impossible to predict anything 
about the future. For there are a lot of unknown 
things, and there is enough ground for contro- 
versy. Traditionally the south Koreans have a 
double attitude. They flinch before authority, 
sway in the wind and hide themselves until the 
storm abates on the one hand and, on the other, 
burst into violent action when they reach the limit 
of their patience. I do not know how the balance 
can be maintained. 

..1f the government is wise enough not to 
play too much noisy prank in connection with the 
national referendum and not to commit a provo- 
cative act against the students when they are back 
to their campuses, that explosion may be post- 
poned for a while. It may appear, however, that 
the later the explosion comes, the more tremend- 
ous it will become. It is quite within the bounds of 
possibility that there will arise a difficult problem 
when the students are back to their colleges. 
There is doubt whether the spring term will pass 
uneventfully or not. I am afraid if the army will 
be ordered to fire at the demonstrators when it is 
hard for the police to put them down with tear- 
gas bombs and other tactical means. If the demon- 
stration lasts for atleast one day and more the 
government will not sit with folded arms. The 
prospect may be considered to be very unpleasant, 
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but things can hardly be expected to go 
otherwise. 

..In conclusion, I should say that we have 
good faith in the south Koreans’ adaptability and 
their desire for freedom. They may get forced 
down temporarily, but this cannot be prolonged 
indefinitely. In spite of the complete control of 
information, the Americans... should anyhow 
clearly express their support for such a burning 
desire of the ordinary people. The churches area 
powerful fortress in south Korea. Every effort 
should be made to contribute to their strength. 


FASCISM FALLS UPON THE CHURCHES 


January 1973 Dispatch 


On December 27 Mr. Pak Jung Hi took office as 
the eighth president. Thus he perpetually held the 
supreme power of the state as he had wished. Seoul 
is really quiet. It may be said that it has returned 
to normal conditions since the emergency martial law 
was lifted as from the midnight of December 14. But 
the CJA men continue their censorship in the newspa- 
per offices and broadcasting stations. Both the nation- 
al referendum and the election of deputies to the Na- 
tional Congress for Independent Reunification were 
carried out in tranquility. A rumour is widespread 
that they went on as the government had hoped becau- 
se they had been left to its discretion. But no one can 
argue against the conduct of the government. 

Surely, however, the present silence of the south 
Korean people is something ominous. No one likes to 
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touch upon the current policies even if he is asked to. 
Obviously they look gloomy. It was under tlicse 
circumstances that an incident happened at a Chri- 
stian church. This incident, too, was unpublished 
to remain almost unknown. A few days ago a friend 
of mine told me the whole story about the arrest of a 
pastor. He said that the bulletin of that Christian 
denomination reporting the details of the incident had 
been seized by the police just before distribution. It is 
the case of Mr. Un Myong Gi, pastor of the Nammun 
Church in Chonju city, North Cholla Province. Fol- 
lows how the incident occurred: 

On Wednesday, December 13, after service was 
over, Pastor Un and the flock remained at the church 
and held an all-night prayer meeting. Around Il p. m., 
just before the emergency martial law was lifted, poli- 
cemen came in, dispersed the believers and arrested 
Pastor Un who was praying, sitting on the pulpit. 

This unprecedented incident of arresting a pastor 
on account of a political problem and_ that in the act 
of praying at a meeting place put the churches of south 
Korea on the strain. It led to unity and_ resistance of 
the churches and sects which had been split. During 
the absence of Pastor Un, more and more people came 
to the church on Sundays. Explaining the complica- 
tions behind his arrest, Pastor Un said as follows: 

One October day the governor of North Chol- 
la Province called on me and asked me to explain 
the inevitability of the proclamation of the martial 
law and the October revitalization to the church 
members and to give him assistance. J answered 
then and there that I could not, in all conscience, 
agree to a revision of the constitution under the 
martial law. Later, I also declined the request 
that I become amember of the guidance com- 
mittee for constitutional revision. 


Let me quote the published accusation against 
Pastor Un. 


..During his tenure of office as pastor of the 
Nammun Church from April ll, 1960, the accused 
became a member of the Preparatory Committee 
for the Formation of the North Cholla Provincial 
Association for the Defence of Democracy on April 
24,1971, and arepresentative member of the 
North Cholla Provincial Association for the De- 
fence of Democracy on April 25, the same year, 
and organized, on the 26th of the same month, in 
the name of defending democracy, a group of 
witnesses who were to be present at a polling- 
station during the general election, and invited 
Ham Sok Hon and Chang Jun Ha (both are re- 
presentative thinkers of south Korea—Auth.) in 
the name of the Young Men’s Association of the 
Nammun Church to give lectures on the situation 
on November 19, the same year. Like this, he has 
always held views against the government and 
any restriction of the people’s freedom and speci- 
fically expressed an opposite view to the constitu- 
tional amendment bill for October revitalization 
and the declaration of the martial law. 


1. At 15:00 on October 20, 1972, in the inner room 
of his house located in the compound 
of the Nammun Church in Chonju_ city, 
the accused said to Kim Song Chol, dea- 
con of the church, that ‘‘the October re- 
vitalization will be effected through a na- 
tional referendum, but the emergency martial 
law is a measure designed for a longer term of 
office on the pretext of north-south unifica- 
tion,” thus spreading a false rumour. 


2. At 12:10 on the 22nd of the same month, while 
conversing with Kim Ik Hwan, a believer be- 
longing to the Nammun Church, at the road- 
side near the church, the accused encouraged 
a wild rumour by asking: ‘“What’s your opinion 
on the dissolution of the National Assembly? 
Do you see the justice of its dissolution by 
force of arms?” 

3. At about 11:00 on February 6, the same year, 
in the inner room of his house, the accused 
distorted the facts and started a wild rumour 
by telling Deacon Kim Song Chol: “It is a fait 
accompli that the national referendum will be 
successful this time. World history has shown 
what will be brought about in the reality in 
which political activity is banned, hasn’t it? 
We must oppose the revitalized constitution 
because it is a measure to preserve political 
power for a longer period on the pretext of 
north-south dialogue. We must not allow fre- 
edom to be trampled down because we are 
free people. The proclamation of the emergency 
martial law is a measure to hold the reigns of 
power for ever under the guise of unification.” 


The churches are putting . up resistance in tacit 
unity of views that the incident is a beginning of the 
repression of churches by fascism and on the under- 
standing that the weakening of resistance will lead 
to their total collapse. In face of the unexpectedly st- 
ubborn resistance of the churches the CIA is afraid of 
the worsening of the situation. So, it promises to re- 
lease Pastor Un if he makes a written oath to the ef- 
fect that he will take care not to do such a thing ag- 
ain. But, he does not accede to it. He is asserting that 
political judgment is part of his faith. 


THE SONG OF WOMEN WORKERS 
February 1973 Dispatch 


Pastor Un was released on bail on account of illn- 
ess. The churches of south Korea areon the alert, 
fearing what means the CIA would resort to next time 
to suppress them. The present temporary alleviation 
of repression of churches is much attributable to the 
world public opinion, I think. 

It seems, however, that even in the concretized 
society of south Korea there always exists a zone that 
blazes like a crater. In the spinning hands’ district 
there was always a stir even under the martial law. 
The south Korean trade unions are mostly placed un- 
der the control of the CIA. Therefore, they rather stri- 
ve to support the policies of the government and put 
down labour disputes. If one is going to enter the la- 
bour movement he will be labelled as a Red and 
persecuted at once. 

It was under these circumstances that the Associ- 
ation of Catholic Working Youth and the Protestants’ 
Association for Missionary Work among Urban Indu- 
strial Workers active chiefly in the women workers’ 
districts began their activities. They organize col- 
lective bargaining and lead demonstrations. Though 
such activities still enlist a small number of people, 
they are a headache for the CIA. What matters in par- 
ticular is that they enjoy international solidarity. To 
take an instance, the CIA once arrested fathers and 
pastors engaged in this movement, labelling them as 
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Reds. But the churches behind them protested so st- 
rongly against such a way of repression that the CIA 
let them out after 26 hours. As another instance I in- 
troduce a petition submitted by the workers of the 
Taehan Woolen Textile Stock Company to its presi- 
dent. It reads: 


I. 


We are forced to work for 18 hours from Sa- 
turday evening to Sunday morning (from 6:00 
p. m. Saturday to 2:00 p.m. Sunday). We re- 
gard this as flagrant violation of the Labour 
Standards Law and also a mistaken measure 
contrary to humanity. Especially for us, weak 
female workers, this hard work seriously thre- 
atens our normal health. 


. Sunday isa holiday recognized by world 


mankind at large, and to rest on the day is a 
religious, humanitarian commandment of the 
Lord. It, therefore, should not be violated for 
any reason, we think. Many Christians among 
us deeply regret that they are unable to obser- 
ve the Sabbath on account of Sunday work. 


Here are their demands: 


I. 


We demand that the improper measure taken 
to force upon us 18-hour hard labour from 
Saturday evening to Sunday be withdrawn im- 
mediately. 


. We demand that the eight-hour working day 


and one holiday for every week which are sti- 
pulated in the Labour Standards Law be ensu- 
red both nominally and virtually. 


. We demand that if overtime work is unavoida- 


ble, a step be taken to confine it only to those 
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who desire to, according to everybody’s free 
will. 

We believe that this petition of ours will be 
accepted immediately. But if our just demands 
are not met, we will try every means to have 
the injudicious measure of the company cor- 
rected in accordance with the law. 

These demands have thrown the entrepreneur on 
the horns of dilemma. If he satisfies their demand, the 
movement of this sort will spread to all the workers. 
Meanwhile, the government does not allow him to do 
so, alleging that to concede such demand would wor- 
sen the situation and prove the lack of management 
ability. And it, in fact, threatens him with deprivation 
of the right of management. A leaflet circulated among 
the women workers reads as follows: 


Availing ourselves of this opportunity, we are 
going to demand the company authorities to pay 
the wages for the unjust overtime work we were 
forced to do without pay during the trial operation 
of the company and on Sunday mornings and give 
us one paid off-day each week and various other 
holidays. We should not let our children hear 
people say that their mothers were too cowardly to 
put forward a just claim. Let us regard the suf- 
ferings of our friends as our own and unite our 
strength and have our legal rights fully guaran- 
teed. 


Maintaining that they, “as the working people of 
a democratic state, will unfold a legal struggle until 
this demand is met,” they shout: “Let us appeal to 
social ethics as citizens of a democratic society!” 

In conclusion let me introduce a few pieces of 
songs sung by those women workers with unity. 
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We Will Win 


1. We will win, we will win, we will win. 
(Refrain) 
O, the day is sure to come when we will win. 

2. Hand in hand, hand in hand, let us unite our 
strength. 

3. Let’s live in peace, let’s live in peace, let’s 
live in peace. 


Casual Women Workers 


1. To subsist today we work without having a 

rest 

Which is defined in the Labour Standards 
Law. 

Pay for twelve hours’ work cannot buy a 
bowl of noodle. 

Let us change our working conditions! 

(Refrain) 

The working people, unite, 

The working people, rise up, 

For the prosperity of the country. 

Let us change our working conditions! 


2. Payday only magnifies our money troubles. 
We get 4,200 won for perfect monthly 
attendance. 
After paying rent and buying one mal of rice, 
We have no money to pay our share in the 
mutual aid society. 


Ii 


3. These reliable young men, the professed 
fighters for us, 
Why are you in low spirits? Have you drunk 
rat-poison? 
Where did you throw away that bravery of 
yours? 
Come back, you, with your valor of the time. 


Pioneer 


1. Comrades had sorrow in bygone days. 
But our indomitable hearts will beat for ever. 
The pioneer who fought at the work place in 
the past, 
Now implants great idea in us. 


2. Comrades underwent hardships in bygone 
days. 
But no one can deprive us of the worth of 
life. 
The pioneer who cried in jail, 
Now opens the road to life for us. 


3. Comrades perished in humiliation in bygone 
days. 
But a single road to justice runs without end. 
What is the task assigned to us now? 
Let us all unite to attain industrial peace. 


These reveal the actual conditions of the south 
Korean industry which is inducting foreign capital. 
This is probably not the only case with south Korea. 
It should not be forgotten that the fascist system of 
this sort is, in fact, backed by international political 
and economic organizations. How long will this age 
of reaction last? 
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Before long the azaleas will come into full bloom, 
heralding the advent of spring and crimsoning the 
mountains and fields of south Korea. Then the “cruel 
May” will come. 


STRANGE POLITICS 
July 1973 Dispatch 


On June 23 the government issued a statement 
saying that it would follow the path of the so-called 
coexistence of the political systems of the north and 
the south. It says that it “will not oppose the simultan- 
eous entry of north and south Korea into the United 
Nations”. However, about ten days before, a puni- 
shment had been meted out to a person who had 
said several years ago that the political system of the 
north should be recognized as a reality. The victim 
was Mr. Kim Chol, President of the United Socialist 
Party. 

As for the United Socialist Party, it was disso- 
Ived on June 30 like other “minor political parties”. 
The reason is that it had failed to set up 25 legalized 
regional party committees as stipulated in the ‘“Re- 
vised Political Party Law.” 

Each party is required to have at least 25 regional 
party committees. Each regional party committee has 
to submit to the election administration committee a 
list of over 50 party members with appended certifi- 
cates of sealed impressions. The United Socialist 
Party endeavoured to secure more than 50 members 
who were brave enough to withstand the govern- 
ment’s watch, but in vain. Once blacklisted as an anti- 
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government element, one cannot get a job. If one is 
a retail trader, he will go bankrupt due to tax attack. 
The United Socialist Party failed to find 1,250 brave 
socialists who would devote themselves to socialist 
political movement even under such circumstances. 
Young socialists ask themselves sardonically whom 
the Pak regime allegedly pursuing an open-door 
policy in its external activities would send to world 
meetings of socialists in future as the delegate of 
what organization. 

Since the announcement of a change in the policy 
towards the north on June 23, the anti-communist 
campaign at home has been intensified. On June 25 
last, the 23rd anniversary of the “Korean war”, the 
greatest functions reminding one of “bloody June 
25” were held all over the country. All the mass com- 
munication media were mobilized. Spy cases were 
made public one after another. The citizens, however, 
were quite expressionless. Even the June 23 announ- 
cement found no repercussions among the citizens. 

In future, more and more spy cases and rebel- 
lions will be concocted. Leaflets are scattered every- 
where, and this, too, is branded as rebellion. An evi- 
dence is furnished by the arrest of Pastor Pak Hyong 
Gyu. At the Easter meeting he distributed 400 hand- 
bills criticizing the government. The content of the 
bill was something like “God, take pity on the foolish 
king.” Under the circumstances in which no criticism 
is permitted, bills prepared underground would serve 
as the only means of expressing the will of the people. 
He, however, was accused of having made an attempt 
to seize the Central Broadcasting Station and the 
Capitol Building, leading about 80,000 believers gathe- 
red at the meeting. 

There is a diverse interpretation upon this event 
and rumours are flying about in Seoul. It is allegedly 
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said that only about 10 persons attempted to seize the 
government organ, leading 80,000 believers who att- 
ended the meeting. Does it mean that the crowd atte- 
nding a divine service can be organized so quickly? 
Does it mean that they can seize the government organ 
by fighting the army? In the leaflet one can hardly find 
any passages of agitation. So the government is going 
to stretch out its hand even to the Christian churches 
which remain the only domain out of its control. 
Various rumours are circulating, attracting public 
attention. 

Though all are compelled to hold their tongues, 
there are seen signs of certain movement among the 
students, I should say. Of late parabolized dramas 
have enlivened campuses. But now dramas of this 
kind, too, are subjected to precensorship. A friend of 
mine told me that the government would arrest and 
punish even a small 4-5-member study circle if they are 
critical of the government. He said that the mere pos- 
session of a Marxist-Leninist book was enough for 
one to be labelled as a Communist. When an anti- 
government incident occurs, it is reported at once to 
Chongwadae (the President’s residence). Directions 
should be received from it. A judge cannot freely 
dispose of a case even though suspicion is proved to 
be groundless. Who can foresee future of this politics? 
Many peoples are simply lamenting it as a phenom- 
enon of last kicking. 

Such being the situation, a considerable number 
of intellectuals are concerned for the safety of Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung staying abroad. It is true that the vast 
majority of them look upon him as the man of prac- 
tically sole political possibility that will not submit 
to the Pak regime. Intellectuals think over what of- 
fensive the Pak regime will take against Mr. Kim 
staying abroad. They fear that the Pak regime may 
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probably propagandize his contacts with leftist ele- 
ments abroad in an attempt to weaken his political 
position. They apprehend that it may start the fiction 
that in America he is making friends with the people 
who have been to north Korea and that in Japan he 
keeps in touch with the people who are “manipulated 
by the Reds” after breaking with Mindan (“ROK Re- 
sidents’ Association in Japan”). It might be said that 
the anti-communist ideology is so much escalated that 
any act against the government is branded as being 
‘“pro-communist”. 

Concluding this dispatch, I will tell you another 
story. The June 23 statement saying that the govern- 
ment is not opposed to the “‘simultaneous entry of the 
north and the south into the United Nations” was 
announced after Prime Minister Kim Jong Pil’s visits 
to European countries and Japan. So it is told at home 
that he must have received criticism from foreign 
countries for the out-of-date foreign policy and the 
nondemocratic internal system. 

As soon as he returned home, Kim Jong Pil called 
on the Opposition leader. Then the latter visited the 
President and had an important talk with him. It was 
planned to send abroad a lot of assemblymen in- 
cluding the Opposition members to explain south 
Korea’s position. It is also planned that the leader 
and other “leading figures” of the Opposition visit 
Japan or the United States to deliver lectures in sup- 
port of the Pak regime. The intention is to convince 
them that there solemnly exist nongovernment parties, 
and that they, too, support the Pak regime in a de- 
mocratic way. Kim Jong Pil bragged that democracy 
is alive and freedom is preserved in south Korea. And 
the papers highlight it. Hearing it, the National As- 
sembly members including those of the Opposition are 
only nodding their heads with a mysterious look. 
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The people know that this is a painstaking show. 
And they fear that it is accepted as it is by the for- 
cign public opinion which is ignorant of the south 
Korean situation. The National Assembly is nothing 
but a tool for saving the reputation of the present 
system of one-man dictatorship, and the Op- 
position is acollective body of those who wholehe- 
artedly supported the dissolution of the National As- 
sembly and the “October revitalization” for one-man 
dictatorship. They are giving a show under the dis- 
guise of the Opposition. Mysterious politics, indeed. 
Under these circumstances I do not know how the 
struggle for the restoration of democracy will turn 
out. I wonder that the people, overcome by extreme 
resignation, will acknowledge this system. At a 
minimum, public opinions, rumours and leaflets sho- 
uld be spread to shake the people continually so 
that they may not fall fast asleep. 

One day plunged in despair, young men were 
discussing the strategy of revolution. A foreign jour- 
nalist happened to be present there. He offered beer 
to the sad-looking young men. After a little while, 
they all burst into tears. 


EXPOSED POWER 
August 1973 Dispatch 


On the night of the 13th, Mr. Kim Dae Jung, sme- 
ared all over with wounds, came back to his home 
in Seoul. In the face of exposed power, naked power, 
shown up again by this incident, the Seoul citizens 
felt a thrill of horror. Before giving an account of its 
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development up to this date, I would like to write 
about one or two other matters. 

A report is going round that Mr. Kim Hyong Uk, 
the former director of the CIA, has gone to America 
as an exile. As to this, there have been various con- 
jectures among the well-informed quarters at home. 
Political refuge? Is he related to any serious matter? 
When he was divested of the directorship of the CJA, 
there even was a story that he was detected while 
hatching something like a plot. So, his emigration 
to America is met with some surprise. He is a sort of 
man who, even leaving his post of authority, openly 
declared without scruple that he would remain a 
believer in the “Pak Jung Hi religion” who would 
place his services at the disposal of His Excellency 
(President Pak) wherever he was. 

He, too, had acquired colossal wealth and barely 
managed to become a ministerialist. But he had been 
in extreme suspense, for he had been well acquainted 
with the political situation and the inside of the ruling 
authorities. So, when there was a showdown between 
Pak Jung Hi and Kim Dae Jung in 1971 he contribu- 
ted some amount of funds to a nongovernment party. 
This was intended to survive even when the ruler 
was changed. As the cat had been out of the bag, 
Mr. Kim could not hold even dummy membership in 
the current National Assembly. That is why he took 
the road to America, itis said. I should say that Mr. 
Kim’s case, too, has clearly revealed what posture 
those in power assume. 

Let me report on another incident that happened 
recently. The authorities of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion gave instructions tothe effect that university 
professors should not be allowed to make public the 
results of their researches without government per- 
mission. This was occasioned by the publication of 
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the results of a fishery scientist’s research on the 
sea pollution caused by the Ulsan industrial centre. 
According to the newspapers of July 28, the Ministry 
of Education declared: “If the results of research 
made by professors are published, it will incur pos- 
sibility of bringing on public criticism against their 
will.” 

The south Korean government does not confine 
itself to issuing such an official instruction as to 
things of that sort. A certain professor established 
the fact that the Korean noodle is inferior in quality. 
He intended to make public that a guinea-pig con- 
tinuously fed on it had died. On the eve of publi- 
cation the CIA men turned up and applied pressure 
on him. This is how the CIA interferes in all affairs 
and supervises everything. It exercises control over 
everything, big or small. If it comes up to an insigni- 
ficant case, it usually overlooks it for money. Hereaf- 
ter no one will dare to protest against the pollution 
of the sea water and the resultant devastation of 
fisheries. And the government openly declares with 
provoking indifference that it is so pressed with eco- 
nomic development that it can hardly consider such 
a thing as pollution. I wonder where the people’s re- 
sentment growing under such pressure will be dire- 
cted. 

In the previous dispatch, [ related briefly about 
the case of the United Socialist Party, but let me take 
it up again as an illustrative instance of the measures 
taken against the outs. Its leader Mr. Kim Chol was 
sentenced to one-year imprisonment and disqualifica- 
tion and two-year probation for his assertion that the 
government of the north should be recognized as re- 
alistic political power. It was on June 12 last that 
his sentence was confirmed with the Supreme Court’s 
dismissal of his appeal. It happened 11 days before 
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President Pak called for the simultaneous entry of 
the north and the south into the United Nations. This 
means that the final judgement was passed before 
the publication of his statement on the 23rd. It was 
aimed at ousting Mr. Kim Chol from the United So- 
cialist Party on the pretext that as he was guilty, 
he could not remain its leader. 

Meanwhile, an order came to dissolve the Party 
for the reason that it had failed to present reports 
on the reformation of its district organizations by 
June 30, the closing day. The reports were intricate, 
and they had to be sent in notlater than 12:00 p.m. 
that day. But, the clerks of the election administration 
committees were made to stay away from their offices 
from five o’clock in the afternoon. Thus, the reports 
on two districts could not reach despite they had been 
barely prepared until the evening. Moreover, the elec- 
tion administration committee of a certain district in- 
sisted that it had not received any report. As a result, 
the number of the approved reports totalled 23 below 
the required legal number of 25. 

Of course, this case was brought to judgement. 
However, there is no knowing when the court in the 
hand of the administration will pass a judgement 
on the case, let alone a fair decision. In the meantime, 
the activity of the Party will be paralyzed. This is re- 
garded as a measure to prevent the Party from being 
nominated by the north as areformist party when 
negotiations are held on the north-south issue. Un- 
doubtedly, it is also designed to preclude any political 
force that is critical even to a slight degree. 

Thus, the United Socialist Party decided to make 
its convicted leader resign and to form a preparatory 
committee for founding the Party. Although this 
spells much difficulties, it cannot be helped. The weak 
political party will cease to be unless it keeps on its 
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activity in some shape, before everything else. Below 
I quote a few passages from the prospectus of the 
proposed United Socialist Party dated July 7. Because 
it seems to me that its small voice reflects the nation’s 
will to rise without succumbing to difficulty. 

With an indomitable will to meet the urgent 
requirement of the nation’s history we hereupon 
again initiate the founding of the United Soci- 
alist Party (tentatively so named). 

A national political party based on the urg- 
ent demand of the nation’s history can in no way 
be liquidated by such a purely expedient measure 
taken by the authority. The line of democratic 
socialism that inherits the deep-rooted revolu- 
tionary traditions of the nation’s history and car- 
ries them forward in modern age alone makes it 
possible to free this country from a subordinate 
position, establish sovereignty, save the national 
economy from the danger of total seizure by 
comprador capitalists and ensure its sound inde- 
pendent development, realize freedom, equality 
and justice in our society, and, furthermore, sur- 
mount, with sincere national reason, the present 
situation in our homeland divided into the north 
and the south with different ruling systems and 
accomplish the developmental reunification of 
the nation.... 

No power can shake our belief so long as 
the outside forces have theirown way in this 
land, so long as the people of this country 
are groaning under tyranny, andso long as the 
masses of this country are suffering from un- 
employment and difficulty of living. In our so- 
ciety where human faith, social conscience and 
even national pride have long been thrown away 
to the ground and degraded to the utmost and 
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the control of the masses by means of falsehood 

and terror is rampant, there are loud cries for 

a fundamental social reform coming from its 

own depth, not from the outside. We are con- 

vinced that these cries stem from the thirst for 

a democratic socialist reform whichis based on 

the national identity alien from capitalism and 

communism.... 

This statement does not tell who are the oppres- 
sors, although it gives some description of the pre- 
sent oppressive situation. Isn’t it the same with Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung case? He says that apparently those 
who arrested and tormented him have big organiza- 
tion, had been trained and acting under their supe- 
rior’s instructions, but he cannot say positively about 
the true colors of the superior. However, the more 
the masses are oppressed, the deeper their energies 
seem to flow into the bottom of society. Frightened 
at this, power is turning into more exposed power, 
naked power, and into violence that gives no heed 
to idea, law and order. 

In a certain university, the president refused to 
give his approval to the elected chairman of the stu- 
dent council because of his criticism on the univer- 
sity in his stump speech. This roused more furious 
resentment among the students than at the time of 
April 19. The university had to be closed and a great 
many students were arrested. In acertain higher 
school, there was an agitation for the expulsion of 
teachers. Over a hundred mobile police troops were 
brought into action to put it down. In the confusion 
of the moment afew windowpanes were broken 
and students were arrested on acharge of da- 
maging furnishings. In this way, young people are 
given severe physical sufferings, and terror is in- 
spired in them. The ruling circle knows well that the 
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discontent within the schools is a kind of inert resi- 
stance to politics. 

Suspicious students are increasing in the uni- 
versities. Intelligence men and ruffians are living in 
Seoul University under the name of the ‘“army-dis- 
patched students”. The government even exercises 
control over the appointment and dismissal of tea- 
chers of higher schools including the private ones. 
This is a plot tochange them with their own men. 
Driving the whole nation into a barrack—this is the 
ruling method of the Pak regime. 


THE KIM DAE JUNG CASE WATCHED 


I would like first of all to examine how the peo- 
ple appraise the present nongovernment parties in 
south Korea, because it will also help understand 
the Kim Dae Jung incident. In a word, there is no 
Opposition in south Korea. It is hardly possible that 
the Pak regime or Pak Jung Hi who has seized the 
three powers all to himself and, what is worse still, 
is perpetrating outrages at his discretion, will leave 
those critical to him as they are. The outs are no more 
than those which, for the sake of international rela- 
tions, are mobilized in ashow designed to make it 
appear that there is political freedom in south Korea, 
too, as in other countries. They are mobilized for in- 
ternal politics, that is, in making believe that the 
“south Korean style of democracy” which Mr. Pak 
Jung Hi advocates is also one of the democratic poli- 
tical systems. At times, they are made to pretend to 
echo the discontent of the people. The Pak regime th- 
inks it would rather be helpful to national administra- 
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tion. The fact that it does not adopt the one party 
system only reveals its more subtle fascism. 

Many people believe that if there are persons 
who enjoy somewhat free activity while professing 
themselves members of the outs, it is because they 
are allowed to make a show of it that much or orde- 
red to do so by the government or the CIA. It may be 
said that those who have free playin spite of their 
being members of the nongovernment parties are the 
very people most closely associated with the ruler. 

Mr. Ryu Jin San, the leader of the New Democra- 
tic Party, is known as a_ decoy all over the country. 
Sometimes he pretends to criticize the government. Yet, 
he never fails to side with Pak Jung Hi at the decisive 
moment. He justifies himself by saying that his is a 
flexible political actualism. During the election in 
1971 he sold out his electoral district in Seoul 
to acertain Chang, the husband of a niece of 
Pak Jung Hi, at the last moment. It resulted 
in the return of the only victorious candidate of the 
ruling party in Seoul. A rumour says that there was 
a shady transaction involving an enormous sum of 
money. This invited the great indignation of the entire 
people and the fierce attack from Mr. Kim Dae Jung, 
which culminated in Chang’s ruin. But in less than 
one year he made a comeback with the CIA’s backing. 
His in-law Mr. Rvyang I] Dong of the Democratic Uni- 
ted Party, too, suffered the “denunciation” as a decoy 
at that time. He is another unpopular man. The south 
Koreans regard the outs as_ the out-and-out puppets 
of the government. 

That is quite natural. This summer the assembly- 
men from both the government and nongovernment 
parties made a tour of Japan and America to explain 
the “October revitalization”. They fully agreed among 
themselves that they should maintain that Mr. Pak 
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Jung Hi is a great boss, that the “October revitali- 
zation” has proved ofa great leap in the nation’s 
progress and that both the government and nongo- 
vernment parties of south Korea are working a mira- 
cle of amicably discussing about national administ- 
ration like intimate friends. 

Mr. Ryu Jin San went to Hawaii but not to the 
mainland of America. It was because the assembly- 
men, notably from the outs, who had visited America 
before, had been humiliated by the Korean residents 
there and staggered at their tough questions. It was 
also because American politicians had been very curt 
to them. Mr. Ryu of course denied this and said that 
the situation in his Party had obliged him to come 
back early. But it is told as a fact among many people. 

Among members of the outs, particularly among 
those fellows who are now hanging around power, 
there must be quite a few people who are unavoidably 
yielding to cruel suppression. At the time when 
martial law was proclaimed in October last a host of 
people engaged in politics were put in jail. Physical 
pain at that time was indescribable. At present, even 
assemblymen are unnoticedly taken to the CIA whe- 
re they are threatened and beaten. A friend of mine 
told me: “The methods of torture applied to people 
at the time of Japanese rule and to spies are com- 
bined. During the Pak regime these methods, too, 
have been escalated. Causing pain is the sole object, 
and they do not want to hear anything in particular. 
People are arrested not for their activities but 
for their lack of wholehearted cooperation. 
This is to put them in fear. Physical torture 
tends increasingly to spiritual one. People say, 
though unbelievable, that even there is such a torture 
as to throw one into a room swarming with untoothed 
vipers. It goes without saying that in spreading such 
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rumours they also intend to forestall public criticism.” 

It is said that the politicians’ choice between 
the two outs—Ryu Jin San’s New Democratic Party 
and Ryang II Dong’s Democratic United Party—is in 
most cases guided by the CIA. It is also the CIA that 
decides their election or defeat. At present, even their 
speeches and doings are probably governed by in- 
structions from the CIA. 

So far, the intellectuals have been leniently 
dealt with by comparison. There were cases of their 
forcible mobilization immediately after the procla- 
mation of martial law. But, now they have been 
generally allowed the freedom of silence at least. 
This summer university professors, too, joined the 
persuasive tour of America arranged by both the 
government and nongovernment parties. This tour, 
of course, ended in failure. They might have jumped at 
the conclusion that it was because Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
had done a brainwashing. They consider that the fault 
always lies not with themselves but with others. This 
is a way of thinking that he who prevents robbery is 
a bad man. The students are extremely indifferent 
to the government-paid professors as well. Rumour 
has it that some professors have been terrorized by 
students. It is our view that the internal structure of 
the country will become more and more tightened 
with the recent Kim Dae Jung case. It is feared that 
under such circumstances intellectuals are bound to 
be called into service. 

I must have dwelt too long on various topics, but 
now I must refer to the people’s response to the Kim 
Dae Jung case which is the point at issue. On August 
9 Seoul newspapers briefly reported for the first time 
in their front pages under the heading: “Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung disappears in Tokyo, taken by five young men 
speaking Korean.” It was reported on the 10th that 
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the south Korean government asked, through its am- 
bassador in Japan, for the “best possible measure 
for the personal safety of Mr. Kim”, demanded the 
“minute investigation into the true state of things”, 
and declared that “the south Korean government 
knows nothing.” 

What was particularly conspicuous among the 
reports of the llth was the headline, ‘Two north 
Korean cigarettes found in the room of the hotel 
where Mr. Kim was taken off.” On the 13th, the 
papers published Mr. Ryang Il Dong’s press inter- 
view. He emphasized that Mr. Kim’s bodyguard tur- 
ned up 15 minutes after he told him by phone that 
“the worst thing has happened.” This was intended 
to cast suspicion on the man, too. We wanted to know 
what have been talked about in Japan and how the 
Japanese papers have reported it. Because by mak- 
ing a comparison between the press reports in Japan 
and those in south Korea, we would be able to fathom 
the intention of the south Korean government. But 
it was uncalled-for privilege for us. 

On the 14th, the papers devoted all their front 
pages to the incident under the title, “Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung brought back to his home in Seoul.” They re- 
ported at considerable length the whole story of it 
told by Mr. Kim Dae Jung, but refrained from ma- 
king any comment on it in their editorials and other 
columns. 

What is the honest response of south Koreans to 
this shocking incident? First of all, they thought that 
the CIA had wrought another great mischief. Nobody 
but the CIA can do such a grave evil. All people want 
to talk about this together with Mr. Kim Dae Jung, 
but it is something no one dares to speak of. In the 
silence forced upon the people and the press one must 
see the violence of the government which has per- 
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petrated such an outrageous act. Of course, there is 
no such a bogus organization as the “action group 
of the save-the-nation union” (the alleged organiza- 
tion that kidnapped Mr. Kim Dae Jung—Tr.). It is 
quite impossible for any force at home, save the go- 
vernment force, to frame a plot of that sort and carry 
it into effect abroad at that. 

Civilians are powerlessness itself and the gover- 
nment is almighty. The “curfew hour” beginning 
from midnight may be symbolical. In this hour no 
civilian is allowed to go out. The government has 
committed many of its irregularities in this hour. 
Order is maintained for arobber. Terribly enough, 
that robber is our government. The case of elections 
can be cited as an example. It was in that hour of 
shutting the civilians up that the orders for unfair 
elections had been carried out. It may be said that 
the “curfew hour” covers the whole 24 hours now. It 
is the hour of absolute incompetency for the people 
and the hour of absolute power for the government. 

That is why many south Koreans concluded that 
nothing but the government force can scheme such 
a thing. It is because they have learned it through their 
many years’ experience. It is also because they know 
too well that that force has tactfully fabricated even 
a trifle incident, not to speak of such a monstrous 
incident. 

Under the Pak regime there have been many cases 
of terrorism, which sometimes caused murders. Yet, all 
of them remain in the dark. The number of serious 
cases in which critical men of the press suffered ter- 
rorism alone reaches a dozen or more. Once such a 
case occurs, the government gets excited and declares 
that it will arrest the criminal without fail and punish 
him severely. But, if the outs propose to form an inve- 
stigation committee in the National Assembly, it 
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places a veto on it. And, investigations always end 
in a fade-out. No criminal has ever been caught. In 
the meantime, the people forget the cases in the dizzy 
bustle of daily life. Under the Pak regime the solu- 
tion of such political cases is always consigned to 
oblivion. Meanwhile various farces are performed to 
deceive the people. If an incident is very serious, a 
criminal is moulded and judgement is delivered. There 
were one or two such instances. But the criminal is 
no more than a scapegoat. When the people begin to 
forget it, the criminal is stealthily set free and, at 
times, is granted even the privilege of emigration. In 
1970 when Chong In Suk, who had once created a 
sensation as the witch of south Korea, was assassi- 
nated, her elder brother was made a criminal. But 
now, his sister’s and his family’s as well as his where- 
abouts are unknown. 

When we were informed of the Kim Dae Jung in- 
cident, we could not but think of the history of terror- 
ism after liberation and of those who died a miserable 
death. Occasionally, the Tonga Ilbo serially publishes 
an article entitled “Assassination”. It reminds us of 
such persons as Song Jin U and Chang Dok Su, the 
conservative nationalists, who were killed because 
they opposed Syngman Rhee. Also, we recall Ryo Un 
Hyong, a progressive “Leftist” nationalist. Moreover, 
we think of the death of Kim Gu who had been the Pre- 
sident of the Provisional Government in Shanghai. 
In all these cases, tentacles were stretched from the 
ruler, but they were covered up by power. Even if 
criminals were arrested, they were released later and 
allowed to return to normal life, though kept out of 
sight. A certain An who had killed Kim Gu came back 
to the army and _ served as an artillery officer. The 
cases were not brought to light after all, for the man 
in power had organized them. Post-liberation history 
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knows no such an instance that the masses committed 
terrorism against the ruler. It is the latter who ter- 
rorized the former. This history has been escalated 
with surprising speed and intensity under the Pak 
regime. 

In case the CIA sets its hand, in south Korea, 
too, as was the case with the Water Gate incident in 
the United States, it inevitably brings up the ques- 
tions—who have been concerned and who have taken 
part in it? Here I would like to write down only the 
fact that all the measures to counter the speeches and 
actions criticizing and opposing the Pak regime are 
worked out under the direct instructions of Chongwa- 
dae (the Blue House). And it is the “sovereign” who 
assumes the toughest attitude, I should say. Because 
there is no government official, except him, who can 
take responsible courage to carry out a plan the out- 
come of which will decide one’s own fate. In south 
Korea no one can decide such a thing on one’s own 
authority without the permission of the “sovereign”. 

When the results are not good, the responsibility 
falls on inferiors, even though the plan was executed 
under his instruction. That is why many officials ex- 
cept the “sovereign” feel much hesitation in com- 
mitting a crime or a rash act. This often incurred the 
anger of the “sovereign” as an unfaithful attitude 
lacking in courage and seeking only personal safiety. 
Of course, the Pak regime never forgets to appease in- 
feriors with considerable remuneration when they re- 
sign, shouldering responsibility for consequences. 

How will the Kim Dae Jung case be settled? 
It depends on how the government will apply its usual 
methods of dealing with the cases of terrorism to this 
case in the face of the world public. It will not make 
investigation, but study how to deceive the world 
skillfully. Naturally, it will strive to conciliate public 
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opinion and lead the minds of people to oblivion. It 
will wait for a chance to draw a premeditated con- 
clusion, expecting that the time will come when the 
people have no more interest in the case, lose their 
patience, and have an indifferent feeling. 

Mr. Kim Dae Jung has become a national symbol 
because he returned alive miraculously. It is hardly 
possible that Mr. Pak Jung Hi will leave such 
ahuge image asitis. How is he going to destroy 
it? Many persons may be racking their brains for it. 
Can we expect that Mr. Kim will get along without 
any trouble? He must go abroad for the moment. Pro- 
bably he will have tocome back to our suffering 
masses aiter performing some role. If hecan be 
backed by world public opinion, he must remain 
here and bravely encourage the masses of the people. 
Yet, of all things his safety is the greatest concern 
to us in south Korea. 

We cannot expect that the Pak regime will ensure 
his safety. They haven’t a spark of such a good inte- 
ntion. They are only bent on annihilating their 
rivals. They are convinced that this is the only road 
to existence. 

We don’t know the force that saved Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung from the jaws of death, but we place our hope 
on it. Our hearts bleed to think that we are compel- 
led to rely on the outside forces that will keep con- 
trolling naked power that has submitted to them 
and is now ruling this country. 
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A VOICE OUT OF SILENCE 
September 1973 Dispatch 


People talkin whisper: “Mr. Kim Dae Jung is 
murdered.” “The Pak regime is urging him to give 
in, staying judgment from day to day.” “It may be 
giving him some medicine to deprive him of his energy 
and wisdom.” Everybody believes that the Pak regime 
will never leave him alone. Because the people know 
its true colours so well by their experience. Intellectu- 
als are rejoiced over his returning alive. But, they 
are, in fact, swayed by such a hopeless feeling that 
a heavy sea that got up against the Pak regime has 
gone down. 

At a time like this, it is usual with the government 
to consider it necessary to distract public attention 
from the incident. This time, too, the press has been 
led to make much ado about a burglary case which is 
most likely to be shrouded in mystery. And by order of 
the Home Minister the police and homeland reserve 
forces suddenly made a house-to-house search in the 
dead of night allegedly for the criminal. The aim was 
to strike terror among the people. 

No sooner had the Kim Dae Jung incident taken 
place than all the south Korean people believed be- 
yond all doubt that it was the work of the CIA. Fur- 
thermore, when the Japanese side made public the 
involvement of Secretary Kim Dong Un (the culprit 
of the case—Tr.), people thought that the matter could 
not be hushed up in Japan after all. However, the fal- 
sehood on the part of the south Korean government 
seems to go down considerably these days. So, the 
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south Korean people can hardly keep themselves 
from entertaining a strange feeling toward Japan. 
They are really disgusted with the south Korean go- 
vernment. Their contempt for the ruling circles is 
growing ever greater in their hearts: They are re- 
solved not to give credit to any statement of the go- 
vernment and this determination is becoming firmer. 
Even though such a feeling runs high among them, 
no one gives vent to it. Mr. Kim Dae Jung has form- 
ed the liveliest topic of conversation among intelle- 
ctuals. It is filled with endless sorrow, sigh and indig- 
nation. If there ever was an attempt to speak about 
this atmosphere even a bit, it would be that made by 
the editorial of the September 7th issue of Choson 
[lbo, written by Editor-in-Chief Sonu Hwi under 
the heading “Our Sincere Appeal to the Authorities— 
the Sooner Determined, the Better.” It was a voice 
ringing out of ominous silence. A middle-aged gent- 
Paes close to the party in power said to me disdain- 
ully: 

“Heroes emerge so often these days. I mean Kim 
Dae Jung, Pak Hyong Gyu and Sonu Hwi.” 

Pastor Pak Hyong Gyu is committed for trial. 
Lately Editor-in-Chief Sonu has been despised not 
only by the government but also by the management 
of his newspaper office. Heis a hero hailed only by 
the helpless masses. A man of frank disposition, he 
wishes to return to the life of a writer without fail 
this time and lead an unbound life, I hear. 

Neither an editorial nor acommentary dealing 
with the Kim Dae Jung incident had ever appeared 
in newspapers. Mr. Sonu put, by way of start, a short 
article entitled “My opinions” in the August 14 issue 
of Choson I[lbo. It might bea preliminary announ- 
cement. He even put down the writing hour and date 
of the article—“One a.m., August 14”. 
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When reading the present-day press of south 
Korea, one has to take a posture of reading between 
the lines and add much explanation. The article 
pervades with atone of soothing an ill-tempered 
child. It is written in the following strain: If you 
are not fretful and behave yourself a little better from 
now on, you will be pardoned for everything. He must 
have been obliged to write in this tone because the 
other party is no man to argue with. He rather could 
not help writing like that, for the other party was wi- 
elding a sword of violence. The present ruling circles 
of south Korea are as good as the armed ruffians who 
have entrenched themselves with hostages. Around 
the time of constitutional amendment for presidential 
election for the third term a rumour had it that in the 
presence of adiplomat Mr. Pak Jung Hi sternly 
declared: “I will not resign from this post so long as 
I remain alive.” 

So, a south Korean scholar in politics said: “In 
a backward country the man in power always chooses 
the forms of the government and the state. Democracy 
depends upon whether he likes it or not.” In the clos- 
ing period of the Syngman Rhee regime Mr. Sonu 
once challenged a man of power who maintained that 
the south Korean people were not yet fit to democracy. 
He wrote, “the peasants in the out-of-the-way places 
know democracy much better than you and want it 
with all their hearts.”” He added that the very man 
who would say such a thing to the masses while pos- 
ing as a leader was the source of the most undemoc- 
ratic misfortune and that it was on account of such a 
man in power that democracy was impossible. Chew- 
ing on what he had once written, Mr. Sonu now must 
be continuing his writing like “casting pearls before 
swine”. He may be doing it rather from a_ sense of 
duty than for an effect. 
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It is said that Mr. Sonu who had been indignant 
at CIA’s daily directives concerning the newspaper, 
had suggested more than once that there was the 
only chance for an editor-in-chief to use the freedom 
of the press. In south Korea there are morning and 
evening papers. Daily newspapers were forcibly di- 
vided into morning and evening papers after the es- 
tablishment of the Pak regime. The largest and 
oldest newspapers are Tonga Ilbo and Choson Ilbo. 
The former was made an evening paper and the lat- 
ter amorning paper. So,I am told, Mr. Sonu, the 
editor-in-chief of the Choson Ilbo, said that he would 
be able to wield his treasured sword in the final 
(the 10th) edition which was to be delivered in Seoul 
the following morning. When the night grows late, 
the CIA men will withdraw, so will the president. 
The editorial can be changed by surprise with the 
editor-in-chief’s authority. This sort of guerrilla tac- 
tics is applicable but once, for, from then on, both the 
CIA men and the president will keep watch against 
the recurrence of that sort of thing. Mr. Sonu, who 
had been thinking over the time when he would use 
his treasured weapon, made up his mind to wield it 
in the darkness of today. He might have been ready 
to take his turn to retire. Here is a complete transla- 
tion of the editorial written by him. 


Our Sincere Appeal to the Authorities—the 
Sooner Determined, the Better 


(Choson Ilbo, September 7) 


We feel very much depressed and choky 
these days, for we are in such a plight that we 
are unable to know what we want to and are not 
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allowed to say what we would like to. Should 
one ask what we want so much to know and what 
we would like so much to say, we can answer 
in a word —it is the Kim Dae Jung case. But if 
he retorts that the case is now under investigation 
and we have nothing to do but wait until the re- 
sults are published, wecan make no further in- 
quiry. This makes us feel all the more oppressed 
in the chest. 

We were dumbfounded by the news that 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung, who had been missing, made 
his unexpected appearance in front of his house 
at midnight. At the same time, we felt relieved, 
taking his returning alive as a stroke of good luck 
in such a tragic affair that might cause even his 
death in the worst case. Because we could have a 
bright hope of rescuing aman _ in the light of a 
dismal response that his murder might call forth 
at home and abroad. 

Furthermore, we hoped that the best use wou- 
Id be made of that stroke of good luck so that the 
matter entangled with Japan, the country where 
the incident had occurred, might be settled most 
satisfactorily at the earliest possible date and 
that the five young men, known as those who had 
abducted Mr. Kim and brought him to his house, 
would openly denounce themselves to the au- 
thorities and stand at the bar. And this hope was 
clarified in the signed opinions carried in the 
second page of the August 14 issue of this paper. 
Up to this date, however, the five young men have 
not surrendered themselves to justice. We have no 
means of knowing how thecase is being in- 
vestigated, so long as the authorities concerned 
do not lay it before the public. Accordingly, we 
have nothing to talk about. But this is an argu- 


ment for argument’s sake, and nothing more. 

Man is endowed by nature with free thinking 
power, appropriate imagination and penetration. 
Is our nation really a people who may be embar- 
rassed and agitated when they know what they 
ought to? What in the name of hell are the police 
authorities doing? If they are in a hurry for the 
early settlement of the case, then how is their 
cooperation with the Japanese police authorities 
turning out? We consider that the people have 
the right to know about the matter. This by no 
means proceeds from the interest of.an outsider 
who, in a wild flight of fancy and reasoning 
attendant upon a big incident, seeks to dispel 
even his choking sensation without a definite view 
of his own. 

It is because, due to that incident, the trend 
of public opinion in the United States and J apan, 
our allies, which has a definitely oreat effect 
on our national development, is expected to be- 
come unusual and because it is apprehended that 
it will cast a gloomy shadow on our reality in 
which we are striving for prosperity and progress, 
the present supreme national goal, and on our fu- 
ture. If it is not so, our people would dismiss the 
incident from their mind and do not even want to 
recollect it. This must be their general feeling. 

To tell the truth, we find that there are not 
without some disagreeable points in the trend of 
public opinion in Japan. But now it is impossible 
to say that in public. Just think it over! Can any 
country show indifference when that sort of in- 
cident has taken place? Can any nation get it 
over with a hearty laughter? 

What we should be prompt over before blam- 
ing such an unpleasant response is to settle the 


37 


38 


case satisfactorily. We shall not be too late even 
if we express our sorry feelings about the in- 
sulting, disagreeable response after its settle- 
ment. It is no time to blame. 

If they hear about the offer of economic aid, 
our people as the people of a developing country 
may have sore hearts, carrying their thoughts 
as far back as June 25, 1950, or territorial parti- 
tion, or the 36 years of Japanese imperialist co- 
lonial rule; they may reflect again on the sorrow 
of a weak nation whose progress has been im- 
peded due to antagonism between big powers. 

Even if we openly express it, we cannot cast 
off the yoke of national insult brought by the 
recent incident. In particular, in contrast to the 
national contempt the incident has thrown on 
us, the disgrace brought on Japan and Japanese 
people is too great to make us feel hatred towards 
them. The Kim Dae Jung case has gone too far to 
answer emotion with emotion. It brings no credit 
to us whoever the offender may be. Such an an- 
tagonistic feeling means that we south Koreans 
are exacting too much concession from the Ja- 
panese. Therefore, we are no less ashamed of it 
than of the occurrence of the Kim Dae Jung in- 
cident. If our people approach the Japanese at 
least with equal personality, they are now obliged 
to brook tacitly the censure passing on them with 
such a counter grudge. In particular, it is not 
right to allow such a thing to cause awkwardness 
in the positions of the cooperative and prudent 
Japanese government and une friendly Japanese 
people. 

Suppose an extreme case in which our rela- 
tions with the United States or Japan change 
unfavourably some day. But, in that case, too, 


the recent incident should in no way be made a 
momentum. It should never serve to pave the way 
for the worsening of each other’s national senti- 
ments even if there happens anything like 
that. 

The more one thinks over the Kim Dae Jung 
incident, the more he will feel that it is an amaz- 
ing affair to the overwhelming majority of our 
people, who have nothing to do with him, and 
spells an unbearable misfortune to them. There 
may be not without people who, prompted by 
such a thought, are going to rebuke Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung for his activities in foreign countries in 
those days which had probably given rise to the 
incident. But the ill luck he has had _ is too lurid 
to rebuke, and his plight is so sorrowful. It is 
really disgusting to think that, due to this in- 
cident, we have to be lectured on democracy by 
others today when more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury has elapsed since the founding of the state. 

However, there is one point which claims 
first consideration. It is that even if the problem 
related to the friendly nation does not court a 
definite misfortune, there should not be an 
obscure dealing with the recent incident. In this 
respect, the people ought to urge the authorities 
to bring the matter to a prompt and fair set- 
tlement. This, we believe, is a moral question that 
affords a valuable ground for the maintenance of 
this country and the existence of this nation. 
When the whole aspect of the incident comes to 
light, asmall or a sizable number of men in 
certain positions may be brought to justice by 
law according to the extent of their involvement. 
No country is free from lawbreakers and radicals 
and, if reasonable and fair judgements are pas- 
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sed on them according to the law, it will help 
that society win internal and external confi- 
dence. If such a lawbreaking and the present 
case are made to furnish a lesson for the future, 
that nation will be able to overcome a misfortune 
and be redeemed morally. 


Should it fail to do so and fall down, even 
the Babylon Palace will have no meaning to it, 
and the mental corruption of society will be 
unavoidable. This is something to be most afraid 
of. If one views things in this light, he will realize 
that thorough investigation into the recent inci- 
dent is the most important thing for the restora- 


tion of the human dignity of the south Korean 
people themselves and the heightening of their 
moral pride and that itis not for considera- 
tion of the feelings the United States and Japan, 
their allies, will entertain towards south Korea 
and of the actions they will take against it. 


At this grave juncture, therefore, our sincere 
wish is that the high-ranking government au- 
thorities will take a firm resolution of high di- 
mension. At present the mountains and fields 
handed down by our forefathers are overgrown 
with verdant trees and ripe cereals. Birds sing 
high up in the sky, and carefree calves bleat in 
the fields, breaking the silence. The cars run on 
the winding roads on hills and fields, and every 
village is full of life. What is the cause of the un- 
rest of the people of this country who are soon 
to make cake from the new crop of rice and offer it 
to the spirits of their ancestors? Why should the 
innocent, good people worry themselves so much? 
May God give forgiveness and blessing to this 
nation! : 


In the first and last paragraphs this editorial 
brings out in charming relief the public mind—na- 
tional desire— of very Ligh dimension, which is com- 
pletely different from the mind of the ruler. It is with 
the sentiments described in these two paragraphs that 
the masses of the south Korean people are now hold- 
ing out, sympathizing with one another and feeling 
strong resentment against power. They think that 
they must avoid reckless sacrifices and, at the same 
time, they feel their hearts almost break for shame. 
The same is true particularly of the feeling of the 
youth who are returning to their campuses with the 
advent of autumn. The eyes of the CIA glisten all 
the more. 

The concern about the life of Mr. Kim Dae Jung, 
shown in the second paragraph, also expresses the 
feelings common to the south Korean people today. 
There is a mention of the apprehension for the re- 
sponse which his death might arouse at home and 
abroad, because they wish that even from that point 
of view no hands be laid again on the life of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung in the future. And there is the cry of warn- 
ing that he should not be treated as a suspect. 

It is a pity that the government’s position cannot 
be denounced directly. But even what is said in the 
editorial exceeds by several times the maximum limit 
of speech permitted in south Korea. As_ the incident 
was caused by the CIA, calling for a trial on the cul- 
prits amounts fo offering resistance against the go- 
vernment. The author, the readers and the authorities 
know it too well. This is why the editorial indicates 
that they do not side with the political activity of Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung on the whole, and uses such a careful 
expression that the brutal force also has some reason 
for getting angry at it. Of course, this gives rise to the 
anguish of a newspaper that cannot write beyond 
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that or of a pressman who has no courage to do so. 
But it may be said that the author has also conside- 
red that it would be better to have his say by appeas- 
ing the Pak regime and saving its face than to excite 
it to anger. Because he bears in mind the bitter ex- 
perience that each time people rose they were tram- 
pled underfoot by power, taking great sacrifices and 
sinking in despair and decadence. 

As the offender, as it happens, the government 
is now obliged to justify itself. It even wants to make 
the victim into a culprit and thus cover up its crime. 
That is why, it is said, the director of the CIA broa- 
ches the 36-year-long infringement of sovereignty by 
Japanese imperialism or attacks the press of Japan at 
the National Assembly. The dummy parties out of 
power maintain that since it is a serious state affair 
transcending the parties both in and out of power, 
they must also join in its settlement. They must be 
believing that it is needed even for diverting discus- 
sion from the substance of the Kim Dae Jung case. 

It really is an ignoble mischief. Mr. Sonu says 
that he wants them to desist from doing such a thing 
even for the sake of the government. Theirs is a 
shallow trick which stands no chance of success. No 
matter how the government, whose prestige has now 
been so much lowered, clamours against Japan, it is 
of no use. The people know what is meant by its anti- 
Japanese clamour. The mass of the people know that 
it is the government which keeps up practically co- 
untry-selling pro-Japanism. The Pak regime is, in 
fact, in mortal fear, thinking that if an anti-Japanese 
movement breaks out in actuality, the government- 
manufactured anti-Japanese campaign may turn into 
a people’s voluntary movement against Japan and 
grow out of it to become a resistance against power. 

It would be better to put an end to such anti- 
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Japanism, and there is every likelihood that that re- 
gime can hardly carry on the campaign. I have had 
talks with many young people. They said that if Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung were sacrificed in the present circum- 
stances where he was, and if the Japanese govern- 
ment misconducted itself with the south Korean go- 
vernment on that line, then they would meet with a 
strong anti-Japanese movement of the popular mas- 
ses some day. All that is required of Japan is that it 
should not be scared by such an anti-Japanese cam- 
paign as the Pak regime’s, but follow the principle it 
thinks right from a moral point of view. Most of the 
south Koreans view that Japan is too irresolute and 
shrewd, rather than working in the cause of justice 
and that it pursues its own interests in whatever cases. 
J wish the Japanese know this fact. Itis sincerely 
hoped that, as far as the case of Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
is concerned, they will not be the Japanese who are 
easy to warm up and to cool down. 

The moral decision Mr. Sonu sought from the 
south Korean rulers might be just what their Japan- 
ese counterpart, too, should be asked, for Mr. Sonu 
wanted a “resolute decision of high dimension on the 
part of the high-ranking authorities”. He was disgus- 
ted with Pak Jung Hi who, being the principal in the 
international crime, has not been so much stained as 
Kim Jong Pil and Li Hu Rak by dint of telling sheer 
lies after the incident. Yet he must have begged for 
his final decision as much as to pray. He had his 
say, though he, as one of the people who are well 
aware of Pak’s brutal nature, thought it necessary to 
exert international and internal pressure upon him 
in every way. In the paragraphs referring to “‘econo- 
mic aid” Mr. Sonu must have threatened the Pak re- 
gime with the possibility of its being placed in such a 
predicament, while pretending to sympathize with it. It 
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might be the fate of the south Korean press today to 
speak of the “innocent, good people”, or God’s “for- 
giveness and blessing” and produce somewhat sad, 
national sympathy on the whole, using such a di- 
vergent style of writing and ambiguous wording. 


“A THIEF POISES A WHIP TO BEAT 
HIS VICTIM” 


October 1973 Dispatch 


It is no exaggeration tosay that Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung, now under house arrest in Seoul, is himself 
the focus and symbol of all the current troubles in 
south Korea. 

Questions addressed to the administration on the 
incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung highlighted the open- 
ing of the 88th National Assembly session on Se- 
ptember 20. The government party’s plan’ was to rule 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung’s case out of a separate agenda, 
and, if possible, to put off the debate until the close of 
the Japan-ROK Cooperation Commission meeting to 
be held in Seoul three days from September 26. As 
soon as the session was open, however, questions 
were flung at the administration on the incident of 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung, as asserted by opposition parties. 

Behind the scene was an agreement between the 
floor leaders of the ins and the outs, underlaid with 
what Prime Minister Kim Jong Pil intended. 

The views exchanged are as follows: 

The government party: “Our National As- 
sembly needs to give warning tothe Japanese 
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press with regard to its attitude towards the 
incident of Mr. Kim.” 

The opposition party: “The Japanese Diet 
and press have nearly interfered in our internal 
affairs in words and deeds in connection with the 
incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung.” 


The spokesman of an opposition party, too, said: 
“There is something of a bad habit ascribable to the 
outdated sense of dominators in the posture of the 
Japanese press.” The assistant floor leader of the op- 
position parties also said: “In warning the Japanese 
side which is almost interfering in our domestic af- 
fairs, our attitude must be stiffer than that of the ad- 
ministration.” 

In short, “What is disputable must be disputed, 
and what should be pressed upon the government 
must be pressed upon, from the standpoint of a na- 
tion.” The views as expressed by the nongovernment 
parties seemed enough to give a sense of relief to the 
administration, though temporarily, with regard to 
the debate on the incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung. 

Further, the spokesman of the Yujong Society 
comprising the national assemblymen selected by the 
President declared: 

A conclusion has been reached that the at- 
titude of some Japanese politicians and its press 
as revealed recently has something that goes 
beyond the simple method of examining the case 
of Mr. Kim Dae Jung or beyond intervention in 
our internal affairs, that is, something of an at- 
tempt to overthrow the ROK government. Hence, 
a comprehensive investigation into their attitude 
has been arranged. 

But, it cannot be said that there were no assemb- 
lymen with honest mind. One of the opposition me- 
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mbers was so impatient at the preposterous “patrio- 
tic contention” that he questioned: ‘‘What’s the need 
of arguing about the press of a foreign country which 
has the freedom of speech?” 

In fact, it is not an easy thing under the present 
circumstances for a member from a nominal opposition 
party to put up a question about the case of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung. That was why even the usual front-runners 
hesitated to undertake the questioning in this case. 
Despite the obvious unpopularity of the questioning, 
Chong Il Hyong, a veteran member from the New 
Democratic Party and a member of the National As- 
sembly, volunteered to put up a question but was 
checked and parried to be made a questioner for the 
next debate on “diplomacy and security’. This is what 
they call surprise attack by Mr. Chong. 

Let us first review some of the utterances made 
by Mr. Kim Ryong Song, so-called presidentially no- 
minated assemblyman and member of the Yujong 
Society. He was once aneditor of the Democratic 
Front, the organ of an opposition party. He had publi- 
shed in his paper a long famous poem, “Five Trai- 
tors”, authored by Mr. Kim Ji Ha. For this he had 
been involved in a trouble and arrested. But, strange 
enough right after the “October revitalization” he 
jumped to the ranks of the presidentially nominated 
members of the National Assembly, turning his coat to 
be loyalist. This type of man will be the first to be 
used in such a battle. 


1. Mr. Kim Dae Jung went to Japan for me- 
dical treatment. But he violated Japan’s 
immigration law, advocated the confe- 
deral system and insisted upon Japan to 
discontinue its aid to south Korea. The 
Japanese Government winked at these acti- 
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vities against the ROK government and st- 
ate. For this our government, as a sovere- 
ign state, ought to receive an official apo- 
logy from Japan. Has it ever been de- 
manded? 


. The Japanese Government has not pro- 
vided security for Mr. Kim and this gave 
rise to the incident. Worse still, it hasn’t 
yet captured thecriminal. This has im- 
paired ROK-Japan relations. Has the go- 
vernment ever protested against it? 


. The Japanese side demands the extradi- 
tion of Messrs. Kim and Ryang Il Dong. 
This constitutes an infringement upon our 
sovereignty in the light of the interna- 
tional law applying the nationality prin- 
ciple of criminal investigation. Is the go- 
vernment ready to file a grave protest 
with Japan? 


. In my eyes it is an infringement of sove- 
reignty that the Japanese Government 
demanded the appearance of our diplomat 
on an alleged charge of identical fingerp- 
rints. Has the government ever made a 
protest against it? 


.In my opinion, the current issue must be 
approached from the standpoint of guaran- 
teeing an absolute security of the state 
sovereignty. What measure is the go- 
vernment taking to counter the Japanese 
press and politicians involved in the mat- 
ter? 


. Tokuma Utsunomiya, Diet member from 
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the Liberal Democratic Party, who is tak- 
ing the most radical approach in Japan 
towards the problem of Mr. Kim, is the 
son of the commander of the Army in 
Korea at the time of the March First Inde- 
pendence Movement. By the sixth sense 
and on no evidence, he asserts that “go- 
vernment power was_ involved, the sove- 
reign power was infringed on,” and the 
like. In the Diet he insisted on the abr- 
ogation of the ROK-Japan Basic Treaty, 
the discontinuation of the aid to the ROK, 
the boycott of the joint steps in the UN. 
The number of our compatriots legally ar- 
rested at the time of the March First In- 
dependence Movement was 46,948, and 
7,509 persons were slaughtered. As de- 
scendant of one of those wicked rulers, 
he must in any case be prudent on the 


question related to the ROK. I am not 
sure if he is obsessed with Korea com- 
plex, but he is running about with this 
problem and is playing the role of the 
window for north Korea. 


. History shows that Japan engaged in 


numerous imperialist acts in Korea, China, 


Manchuria and other areas _ by the use of 
its government power such as the murder 
of Queen Min by the Japanese minister, 
taking Prince Yong as a hostage and so 
on. Taking the past into account, the Ja- 
panese press couldn’t possibly give such 
insulting news and reports, even though 
our government power had been employed 
in the incident of Mr. Kim. 


8. It is more than we can bear that certain 
circles of Japan areclamouring for the 
discontinuation of the ROK-Japan_ eco- 
nomic cooperation. Haven't you, Prime 
Minister Kim, any intention to give up 
the diplomacy of giving too much impor- 
tance to economic cooperation with Japan 
and launch into Western Europe? 


9. How comes it that Japan is so much criti- 
cal of the ROK when it is as meek as can 
be with communist China and north 
Korea? 


10. Japanese special correspondents in south 
Korea are making false reports. Hasn’t 
the government any intention to chase 
them all out? 


The replies of the government which had mani- 
pulated such questions were something lukewarm and 
makeshift. 


National assemblyman Min Byong Gi who que- 
stioned representing the government party, the Re- 
publican Party, had once been held in respect by the 
students as professor of the Koryo University. But 
he has turned his coat and is now taking the side of 
the government. He had majored in the international 
law and as such was familiar with problems of Japan- 
ROK relations in particular. Once he had been in the 
van of the opponents of the Japan-ROK treaty. Now 
he blares that those Japanese who criticize the Pak 
regime in regard to the incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
are left-wing politicians. He describes their criticism 
as a “fresh version of the doctrine of Korean expedi- 
tion which had been advertized one hundred years 
ago”. His vindication of the present state of the tra- 
gedy of Mr. Kim Dae Jung and other matters of Japan- 
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ROK relationship stirred many intellectuals to re- 
sentment. This is another surprising example that 
even a critical intellectual, when put under the pat- 
ronage of the powerful, can go against reason and 
become a reactionary, the most ardent loyalist. Now, 
let me quote what he said: 


Some of the Japanese politicians and jou- 
rnalists are quick at using the incident of Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung to their political end, though I am 
not sure whether they are going to set up a le- 
ftist government by hurling the Tanaka regime 
into a chaos or to overthrow our government led 
by President Pak Jung Hi, taking advantage of 
the incident which is socomplex that it can 
hardly be straightened out or settled satisfactorily 
between the two countries. 


Coincident with the debates in the National As- 
sembly were the press comments, which echoed the 
former. They advised the National Assemblymen: “Tf 
part of the Japanese people have the erroneous sense 
of superiority towards us, we must know how to 
admonish them of their narrowness from the point of 
view of higher morality.” It was something like pay- 
ing compliment to the “brave-tongued” assemblymen. 

What was the reaction, if ever, to the ravings of 
these reptiles? Although it is alleged that Kim Dong 
Un, whose fingerprints had been confirmed, was ali- 
bied, the government is leaving the case to end in 
smoke. How long is it going to lie and disgrace itself 
in the eyes of the world? Blustering like that in the 
National Assembly, they are sending many people 
to Tokyo to their old friends among Japanese intellec- 
tuals and journalists in order to appease the Japanese 
press behind the scenes. A large number of people are 
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now indignant at all this dirty way of doing things. 
Even the powerless New Democratic Party, the 
majority of whose membership are said to have been 
bought off by the ruling party was coldly indifferent 
to the government-sponsored protest made by the lat- 
ter against Japan. Anticipated cooperation from the 
opposition parties proved futile. It is amatter of 
course that the questions put up by the assemblymen 
from the opposition parties, though cautiously, with 
regard to the incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung, won na- 
tural support of the nation. So people say that the 
opposition parties have now more or less recovered 
their strength owing to the incident of Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung. In fact, a strong tendency to recover the oppo- 
sition-party spirit is apparent also in the New Demo- 
cratic Party. So it is often whispered that ‘“‘the nation 
needs even such an opposition party”. Below is given 
the gist of the speech made by Kim Yong Sam, as- 
semblyman from the New Democratic Party. 


1. The incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung is one 
that could not be undertaken by an indivi- 
dual person or a private organization in 
view ofthe fact thatit requires a big 
ship and a large sum of money. What do 
you think of it, Prime Minister? 

2. So far political terrorist offenders have 
never been captured. But now the culprits 
must be captured and severely punished 
even for the sake of revenging the scorn 
and insults showered upon our nation by 
the Japanese press. Otherwise the dignity 
of our nation can hardly be maintained. 

3. Tell us how long it will be till you capture 
the offenders. If they are not captured, 
the Cabinet must be held responsible. 


51 


4. The Metropolitan Police Office of Japan 
concluded from the fingerprints and test- 
imonies that first secretary Kim Dong Un 
and his party were the culprits. Don’t you 
want to let secretary Kim voluntarily ap- 
pear incourt and dispel the home and 
foreign suspicions? What did he do in the 
ROK embassy in Japan, and from when? 

5. All his way from landing on this country 
to his arrival in Seoul, Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
was checked nowhere. The government 
has been assuring that the defence system 
has been made perfect through the establi- 
shment of an all-out security system. Who 
should answer for such a poor defence? 

6. Now Mr. Kim Dae Jung is under house 
arrest. It is not clear whether Mr. Kim 
is a suspect or a victim. Is it not the mani- 
festation of flunkeyism to allow Ushiroku, 
Japanese ambassador to south Korea, to 
interview with him, but not to permit the 
New Democratic Party to do so? 

7. Don’t you have any intention to allow Mr. 
Kim freedom of residence and freedom of 
activities including political activity? 


National Assemblyman Kim Yong Sam _ que- 
stioned what the government intended to do when 
Japan would take the incident as an infringement of 
her sovereignty and call the ROK to account. Then he 
criticized: “There was only rule, but not politics” in 
the Republic of Korea. The government party urged 
him to withdraw his statement. At first he appeared 
to make aconcession, but he didn’t, maintaining to 
the last that his statement should not be eliminated 
from the minutes. 
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Newspapers also said that “in contrast the oppos- 
ition parties were not very much interested in the 
government party’s premeditated denunciation” of 
Japan. It may be said that the display of the opposi- 
tion-party spirit culminated in the statement of as- 
semblyman Chong I] Hyong. 

It can be said that as aresult of Mr. Chong’s 
statement the government’s criticism of Japan came 
to naught. The hope for cooperation from the opposi- 
tion parties was totally frustrated. Moreover, the stu- 
dents’ demonstrations in early October clearly sho- 
wed that a truecriticism of Japan was bound to be 
criticism of the Pak regime. The government recog- 
nized that criticizing Japan was tantamount to dig- 
ging their own grave and had to end its own show of 
anti-Japanese fuss. 

Assemblyman Chong took the floor and blustered: 

“In spite of the direct and indirect advice and 
intimidation to keep me from questioning, I dragged 
myself onto this rostrum at my age of 70, because | 
can’t look with folded arms at my country in dist- 
ress.” Then he went to rebuke Prime Minister Kim Jong 
Pil: 

“T don’t need any false answer. So you just listen 
to me, instead of trying tosay anything unreason- 
able.” His words were tinged heavily with anger, con- 
tempt and sorrow. They act wildly and say preposte- 
rous things in an attempt to keep themselves in power. 
And they are going to wrap the whole country in fal- 
sehood. Internally as well, the Pak regime has sun- 
ken in prestige. Its lies have been exposed at home, 
too. It is really deplorable that the whole nation, the 
government and the people, are precipitating to down- 
fall. This was what underlay his speech. 

The government party was infuriated. It shouted, 
“Cut off the loudspeaker!” After ten minutes’ suspen- 
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sion his speech was resumed, but the house was in 
chaos. The government party urged him to apology. 
Mr. Chong was forced to stop questioning and leave 
the rostrum. His statement was crossed out from the 
stenographic records of minutes by the order of the 
Chairman. 

A decision on reprimanding assemblyman Chong 
Il Hyong was adopted, on the motion of the govern- 
ment party which argued: 

Assemblyman Chong said that the people at 
home and abroad as well as himself knew who 
was the kidnappers. Then, let him show us the 
list of the criminals. 

Mr. Chong declined to accept the motion of the 
Chairman who tried to save the situation by making 
Mr. Chong apologize. He said, he was ready for any 
reprimand. But the government party dared not do 
that. It was afraid that it would worsen the present 
state of entanglement which was due _ to the incident 
of Mr. Kim Dae Jung. 

An old saying goes in Korea: “A thief poises a 
whip to beat his victim.” This means that a thief is so 
brazen that he is going to strike his victim, imputing 
his crime to the innocent. The opposition parties in 
south Korea always suffering from this sort of heada- 
che have used this saying to denounce the ruling party. 
The manipulators of totally fraudulent elections have 
always launched big propaganda campaigns attri- 
buting these fraudulences to the opposition parties. 
The opposition parties are not allowed news spaces 
for protest and all advertisement columns are mono- 
polized by the ruling party. 

Its tactics was basedon the premise that the 
people could be made to believe even a lie if it was 
told one hundred times. 

The assemblymen of the nongovernment parties 
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are saying that the Pak regime was applying its home 
tactics of “A thief poising a whip to beat his victim” 
to Japan. When the Japanese press was vehement, it 
knelt and apologized to the Japanese Government; 
when the press calmed down a bit, the offender beha- 
ved outrageously against the wronged party, that was 
its tactics. Was it successful? Maybe, the students’ 
resistance downed the image of the Pak regime fur- 
ther. Most of the people now think that the Pak regime 
has broken down and will never recover. They are 
counting to determine when it will breathe its last 
and how. 


OVERALL EMPLOYMENT OF GUERRILLA 
TACTICS 


I often hear people say they would like to read 
Sekai. These days they ask if they can’t get a copy of 
the October issue of the magazine, because they were 
told that it featured thecase of Mr. Kim Dae Jung. 
They may be seeking something of relief or catharsis 
in it. No, the first thing they want is to know the reac- 
tions abroad. When I think of this, I feel rather a hea- 
vier responsibility for my pen. They will certainly be 
delighted at having this much information of the south 
Korean situation conveyed abroad. They feel helpless 
before violence to such an extent that they pin their 
hope on the outside world. It is because violence can 
only be defeated with violence. 

The struggle to counter the tyranny of the pre- 
sent regime inevitably requires to handle everything 
in a guerrilla way. A weak fighting force cannot help 
using guerrilla tactics against the overwhelming force. 
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It is also true with the case of chief editor Sonu. He 
went to office with a piece of blanket on the eve oi 
writing the article entitled ‘Our Sincere Appeal to 
the Authorities” for his morning paper. When one 
of his fellow journalists asked the reason, he is said 
to have answered with a smile: “I have to write far 
into the night to finish off a novel.” That night he 
wrote the editorial in a guerrilla way. 

It was also in a guerrilla way that Pastor Pak 
Hyong Gyu distributed bills on Easter Day. Support 
to him was also given in a guerrilla way. On the day of 
his trial a prayer meeting was held in a church near- 
by the court. Then the attendants all rushed into the 
spectator’s gallery of the court. The court used to 
move up or defer the opening of trial without advan- 
ce notice to avoid ever increasing spectators. In spite 
of this practice, at the time of public hearing of prose- 
cution, the large Court was packed with over 500 spe- 
ctators. When a penalty of five years’ imprisonment 
was demanded, many of them dropped tears. It was 
rather passive resistance. Among them were a lot of 
young pastors, professors and distinguished figures 
of culture from all parts of the country, and even 
foreigners. 

Things went to such an extent that pending ju- 
dgement at the public trial there was a request to re- 
frain from holding a prayer meeting and leave the 
matter to CIA’s discretion. And the defence attorney 
was not allowed to undertake defence against the in- 
dictment of the prosecutor. The accused was forced 
to plead guilty in writing, on which the CIA seemed to 
have conditioned the reduction of his penalty through 
political channels. 

Indeed, it was a kangaroo court. On the eve of 
the prosecution the CIA went so far as to intimate to 
aman close with Pastor Pak that if the accused ac- 
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quiesce in the demand for five years’ imprisonment it 
would handle the case for the better. Furthermore, 
judgement was given by blitz without attendance of 
spectators. At the appointed hour for public trial the 
door of the court was closed. As I learned later, the 
trial was done in three minutes behind closed doors. 
Sentence of two years’ imprisonment is said to have 
been passed. Even the defence attorney made no ap- 
pearance. 

The crowd gathered before the court raised an 
uproar of indignation, kicking at the door. The eighty- 
year old mother of Pastor Pak was a brave woman 
who had encouraged her son to “fight in the cause 
of truth” at the court in defiance of the interfering 
court clerk. This time, however, she cried aloud at the 
thought that such an underhand dealing would end 
in the killing of her son. 

In a couple of days, however, Pastor Pak was 
bailed out unexpectedly. Korean believers attributed 
it to the pressure of the churches at home and abroad. 
Judging from their awareness of the lack in the inter- 
nal force, they seer to consider that the pressure of 
foreign churches played bigger part. The rumour has 
it that the Pak regime was under such a heavy pres- 
sure from abroad on account of the case of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung that it apparently wanted to avoid further 
impairing foreign image of itself on the other matters. 
The idea, to be frank, is certainly common among the 
people that the pressure from without is badly needed 
to settle the case of Mr. Kim Dae Jung as well as the 
present political situation in south Korea. 

Strong tendency to guerrilla warfare was obser- 
ved even in the early demonstration by the students 
of the Liberal Arts and Sciences College of the Seoul 
University. One day a CIA detective told me of the 
demonstration the way he saw it. 
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The date of demonstration was put off several 
times. At last a guerrilla tactics was devised. Some 
thirty demonstration leaders first picketed the sons 
of government officials in the campus. Then they ran 
around, shouting, “Fire! Firel” They said the library 
was on fire. Thus, the students rushing to the campus 
were lined up by the pickets. Supposedly, these offici- 
als’ sons would not be arrested. And it was also calcu- 
lated that they would feel shame if branded by their 
fellow students as traitors to the nation. (On April 19, 
1960, too, students used similar tactics. Ministers’ 
sons were posted in the front ranks of the demonstra- 
tors.) 

In this way, they could valiantly read out a decl- 
aration and launch demonstration. This was the only 
way they could express themselves without being for- 
estalled by the CIA agents swarming about in the cam- 
pus for information. Now guerrilla tactics has to be 
applied to all attempts for criticism or resistance. 

Assemblyman Chong I] Hyong launched an at- 
tack by inserting questions on the incident of Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung in his interpellation on diplomacy and 
security. (Since the “October revitalization” the gist 
of interrogation is to be submitted beforehand to the 
chairman for permission. Mr. Chong’s oral inter- 
rogation proved different in contents from the presen- 
ted written inquiry. Ofcourse, this caused trouble, 
being accused as a violation of the National Assembly 
Law.) He had his speech printed beforehand in antici- 
pation of possible interruption of his speech. Rather 
than a speech, it was a storm of angry words. When 
leaving home in the morning that day he is said to 
have given a copy of it to his wife, saying, “It might 
become my will”. It is reminiscent of a soldier resort- 
ing to guerrilla tactics at the risk of his life. 

The students of the Seoul University, too, sta- 
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unchly fought with the same fortitude. The declaration 
made by the three departments of the Seoul University 
contained such wording as “unable to remain mere 
onlookers,” “according to one’s own conscience” and 
“rose up resolutely”. This meant that they rose up at 
the risk of their lives, unable to remain cowardly 
submissive to the disgrace and degradation of the 
nation. 


A CIA detective commented on their guerrilla ta- 
ctics as follows: 

“Those now in the van do not seem to be leaders. 
When arrested on suspicion they all proved an alibi. 
Strange enough, all of them were on Mt. Solak that 
day.” 

In his opinion leaders are hidden behind them. 
This mountain is known as Mt. Kumgang minor, ano- 
ther scenic spot on the east coast. 


The students’ movement has great impact on 
every quarter for its guerrilla tactics. Underground 
newspapers are distributed and bills captioned “wall 
papers” are pasted up in many places. These activities 
are said to be most widespread in the Koryo Unive- 
rsity. This type of underground activity continues 
even after the similar action for which Kim Rak Jung, 
research member of the Labour Problems Institute, 
was arrested on a false charge of being a spy from 
the north. Now it is as much as a matter of common 
sense among the students that the spy case of Mr. 
Kim Rak Jung was rigged up to frustrate the north- 
south dialogue. 


It appears that such a social trend influenced the 
nongovernment party groups in the National As- 
sembly in working out the guerrilla tactics of mino- 
rity. At the time of interpellation about the case of Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung, the government party mapped out 
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tactics for many days, but all this ended in complete 
failure because of the surprise attack by Mr. Chong 
Il Hyong. Recently, anongovernment party paper 
even ventured to carry the declaration of students and 
photos of their demonstration and put the copies to 
sale in the street. This had not been approved by the 
Party head but carried out by his staff. Incessant clas- 
hes occur even in the Budget Committee meetings. In 
the Home Affairs Committee session an opposition me- 
mber questioned the Minister of Home Affairs in prot- 
est against the arrest of the students. A ministerialist 
shouted, “Question should be restricted to the matter 
of budget.” The chairman was obliged to declare the 
adjournment of the session because of the threatening 
atmosphere. In the Budget and Auditing Committee 
the outs made surprise attack on two occasions by 
declaring, “The Minister of Finance should be held 
responsible for the exorbitant deficit in the execution 
of the budget for fiscal year 1972.” In this turmoil the 
meeting had to be suspended on both occasions. There 
will be no end to the scramble of this sort. 

Activities of the CIA against students will be fur- 
ther intensified. It appears that since the incident of 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung the government in a large mea- 
sure has conceded to the nongovernment parties, the 
press and the church. It seems the government is 
trying to appear softer in their eyes rather than sti- 
mulating them too much. In contrast, it is pursuing a 
tougher policy for the students. 

Something of an incident had been anticipated 
in the sports contest between the Yonse University 
and the Koryo University held in early October. The 
cordon of mobile corps was menacing. On the last day 
a fire suddenly broke out on the stand occupied by the 
girl students of the Yonse University. Some thirty 
girl students suffered burns. The cause of fire was 
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unknown but itis said to have started not from 
below but from above. The rumour goes that some 
one set fire to throw a damp over the elated mood of 
the students. When arugger game was held at the 
Koryo University before, a fire of unknown origin 
broke out twice on the cheering section. 


This time the government is most ruthlessly arr- 
esting the students involved in the demonstration. 
The fellow students and citizens who have given 
refuge to demonstrators are all arrested. So demon- 
strators themselves are compelled to report. When 
government officials or soldiers are found to be the 
parents or relatives of demonstrators, they are made 
to take the lead in the search and assist the detectives 
under the threat of dismissal from office in case of 
failure. 


I wonder how long it will last. It is in vogue to 
copy articles from foreign newspapers for circulation. 
They are not afraid of possible arrest. A rumour has 
it that certain newspaper copies were confiscated for 
their dauntless articles carried in a guerrilla way. 
Another newspaper deftly reported nearly all the 
contents of acopy of the Japanese paper Yomiuri 
Shimbun whose special correspondent was chased 
out, under the pretense of denouncing the paper. A 
friend of mine told methat areporter had been ar- 
rested and tortured to death. In that case the victim is 
often reported to have died from cancer, I was told. 
It is said that some journalists were even deranged 
mentally. He said in conclusion: 


“As I was told, torture is a means to squeeze out 
criminal information. The south Korean CIA now em- 
ploys it to torment and kill disobedient people.” 

No one will think that they will be able to keep 
themselves in rulership by such method. Economically 
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as well, they can be said to be on the brink of bank- 
ruptcy. It is said that the rupture of the economic re- 
lations with Japan, in fact, has a great psychological 
impact onthem. It is whispered that the collapse 
is imminent. What can they do against the ever-spread- 
ing resistance? The resistance of the nation has been 
quickly spreading since the incident of Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung. A young man involved in the underground mo- 
vement said that the comparatively mild underground 
movement now under way may in time develop into 
terrorism. It is feared that if the case of Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung comes to an unhappy end a terrorist raid might 
be committed on the Japanese in south Korea. The 
incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung is often regarded as a 
bomb handled both by south Korea and Japan. 

Intellectuals often say: 

“Pak Jung Hi probably knows that the masses 
are seeking for a chance of explosion. He is good at 
finding a way out at acritical moment. No one can 
guess what he will do.” 

At that moment he might want to shake hands 
with Mr. Kim Dae Jung in one way or another. In 
fact, even an illusion for such a smooth development 
into a new era haunts the minds of south Koreans who 
have experienced the turmoil that followed the April 
19 Uprising. 

In that case they say to themselves in a gloomy 
mood: 

“This amounts to forgiving those rotten and 
violent expropriators who have committed ll sorts 
of evils. Our national conscience does not tolerate it. 
The people will never leave them alone.” 

Mr. Kim Dae Jung will never agree to that. Then, 
will the Pak regime go on its own way to the last? 
In the meantime, they will have no end of sacrifice. 
With this uneasy state of mind they might expect 
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something of miracle. They might feebly repeat the 
pitiful words in their minds, the words the people 
have not ventured to utter for ages: 

“Ohl King, that’s not right.” 


RUMOUR ABOUT GAS CHAMBER 
November 1973 Dispatch 


Seoul has no end of rumours about the modern 
edition of “Tragedies”. Needless to say, it is a story 
related to the south Korean CIA. Choe Jong Gil, pro- 
fessor of the Law College of the Seoul University, was 
found dead in the CIA. The CIA announced that he 
had committed “suicide by falling from the lavatory of 
a building”. Nobody believes it. He is believed to have 
been tortured to death. 

The truth as far as I have heard is that: On Octo- 
ber 17 six leading professors of the Law College dis- 
cussed the situation in connection with the demonstra- 
tion and strike launched by the college students. At 
the discussion Professor Choe held that “this time 
professors, too, should stand behind the students 
rather than punishing them.” Someone informed aga- 
inst him, and he was taken away that day and was 
tortured to death. Worse still, the CIA disposed with 
his body even without showing it to his family. The 
murderers were afraid that the brutality of his torture 
might be easily confirmed by his wife, Mrs. Choe, a 
medical doctor. 

A similar incident occurred also at the time of 
the constitutional amendment in 1969 for a third-term 
presidential election. A cadre of the students associ- 
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ation who was leading the demonstration of the Yonse 
University students was taken off. Reportedly he kil- 
led himself by dropping from the “branch” office bu- 
ilding of the CIA within the city (such buildings usu- 
ally bear the signboard of a bogus company) when he 
was under examination. The announcement did not 
mention the company as the CIA. The reason for the 
suicide was not made public. Of course, even his 
family could not make out the reason. 

The death of Professor Choe was reported bene- 
ath the shadow of another showy item headlined “A 
Big Spy Ring Based in Europe Detected”, one week 
after the incident when the students of the college 
who had felt something suspective became clamorous. 
The police authorities seem to be afraid that the in- 
cident may spark off something of an explosive 
situation, as was the case with the murder of a boy 
named Kim Ju Ryol in Masan at the time of April 19 
Uprising. (In the movement against the fraudulent 
election manipulated by the Rhee regime in 1960, the 
boy was killed by police and thrown into the sea. 
The discovery of the body enraged the masses and 
culminated in the students’ revolution.) The students 
are said to be anticipating the same _ situation. It is 
said that the girl students of the Seou! University now 
on strike decided to put on dark dress in token of 
their mourning over his death. 

Probably the CIA edition of “Tragedies” is the 
largest collection of facts indicting the Pak regime. 
A friend of mine told me about three means of torture. 

One is the gas chamber. It is said to be full of 
gas, something like cigarette smoke, which makes the 
victim dizzy. Another is to show him a film of ter- 
rible torture. This aims to make him give in and shout 
“Long live the Pak regime!” The third is to take him 
to the Military Demarcation Line between the north 
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and the south and kill him there. It is the tactics to 
justify their butchery by describing the victim as 
shot while “fleeing to the north”. 

These episodes of torture by the CIA explain the 
fact that the people are exhausted with the terrorist 
rule. 

Now the people do not accept the espionage cas- 
es as true. Nevertheless, espionage cases are framed 
up endlessly. In particular, those connected with Ko- 
reans in Japan are implicated in these cases. 

Another friend told me what he had heard from 
those engaged in the undertaking. He said: 

“Espionage cases are invented in order to make 
the people at home and abroad believe that the north 
is lacking sincerity in the north-south dialogue and 
reunification. Koreans in Japan are usually involved 
in that political farce, since they might have free con- 
tact with people linked up with the north during their 
stay in Japan.” 

In other words, the people with such background 
could “serve the purpose” in the manufacture or amp- 
lification of such incidents. It would be a clumsy show 
to use people at home for the project, because their 
neighbours know them well. Moreover, such attempt 
would have to anticipate a fairly strong reaction. The 
manipulators seem to calculate that, in case Koreans 
in Japan are involved in such incidents, the public at 
home will just think that such might be possible. The 
point is how to frustrate such political farces. 


CEASELESS OUTCRIES 


Students decide on a strike. When the strike 
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threatens the school authorities forestall the attempt 
by closing the school. 


Then, statements are issued one after another 


and handbills are scattered without letup. Below are 
cited the contents of handbills distributed by the Yon- 
se University, the Sogang University, the Rihwa 
Women’s University, etc. in mid-October. 
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Appeal to Democratic Students 


The unforgettable day of bitter frustration 
has come round again this year. 

On that day the embattled champions of 
liberty and justice were trampled underfoot by 
the servants of the dictator who is mad for power. 
How eagerly we craved for the day of struggle. 
The intellectual minds have awakened from 
slumber and uplifted the torch of struggle. The 
flames of struggle for the creation of a new world 
are sweeping across the wild expanse. Our grie- 
vance against oppression is now going to burst 
into eruption to herald the advent of a new era. 
Our burning indignation at plunder will generate 
power to build a new world. 

An unimaginable attempt against the life of 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung, the press censorship designed 
to gag the nation, the abolition of freedom 
of assembly and association, the detention of 
democratic students and ‘personages, the fiendish 
atrocities committed by the agents of the CIA 
and policemen, the redtapism of the National As- 
sembly and the Court, the harsh exploitation of 
the masses and the ruin of the democratic eco- 
nomy by foreign capital and bureaucratic com- 
prador capital, the domination of farm and fish- 


ing villages by foreign capital and bureaucratic 
comprador capital by means of the new village 
campaign, the freezing of wages for the working 
people and their brutal suppression, taxation, 
welfare pension (forced savings allegedly to 
provide against old age), etc.—all this is the 
product of the anti-democratic, military dicta- 
torship and the anti-democratic economic depen- 
dence on Japan. 

Who is to redress the grievous national 
wrong? Who is to blaze the path for the country 
to follow? Fellow students, our youthful blood 
keeps boiling, and it will boil for ever. We did 
swear to each other, didn’t we? 

Our friends are joining the ranks of struggle 
hand in hand with the broad working masses. A 
handful of dictator clique are making their frantic 
last-ditch efforts. The uprising of the conscien- 
tious masses urges usto anew democratic so- 
ciety. We the men of higher learning must have 
a correct view of our reality and put an end to 
the anti-democratic, anti-national character of 
the present regime. What is our goal? Let us first 
establish anew democratic regime for a de- 
mocracy, for a new democracy. We are aware that 
the new democratic regime is the cornerstone of 
a new democracy, aren’t we? Our struggle will 
mark the first step towards anew world and 
adorn the first chapter of new history. 

Look! Our fellow students are shooting 
their last arrows at the dictator. 

Rise up, fellow students, for the final vi- 
ctory! 
1. All the nation, rise up! 
2. Break up the CIA! 
3. Let us set up a new democratic government! 
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4. Let the press and the outs do all their duty! 


When a demonstration or strike of students takes 
place, their attention turns to the press reports. But 
the newspapers usually keep silence. Nowadays  st- 
udents cynically say, “South Korea has not its own 
newspapers but Japanese papers.” Such a remark is 
on their lips since the incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung. 
It is said that the voice of students is reported in 
Japan, not in south Korea. These days the south Ko- 
rean newspapers carry a few lines under small titles 
on student movement, probably because they got the 
wind of the allegorical remark or because the foreign 
press sarcastically criticized the Korean press for 
keeping silence. For instance, the meeting of 1,500 
students of the Engineering College of the Seoul 
University held on November 7 was reported only 
in brief together with other news on _ the events in 
other colleges. The report said: 


On the 7th the students of the Engineering 
and Commercial Colleges of the Seoul University 
went on strike, demanding the release of the 
detained students, an end to dependence on Ja- 
pan, freedom of campus and the press. 

On the 5th the Normal College students of 
the Seoul University decided on striking for an 
indefinite period. 


Of their demand only mild items were chosen 
for the report. Nothing was mentioned of the attack 
on the dictatorship itself, demand for the dissolution 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, accusation with 
regard to the incident of Mr. Kim Dae Jung and the 
like. There is a tendency to consider such a report as 
a step forward in favour of the students. 
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Everywhere, students are arrested or detained 
before starting action. When the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences of the Seoul University rose on 
October 2, there was something dramatic in 
the moves of the students. But now the situation 
seems to take a long-drawn-out process of develop- 
ments. 

Apparently students, too, are inclined to switch 
over to guerrilla warfare with more _ perseverance. 
They seem to plan to weaken the government power 
gradually in all realms of society rather than make 
ereat sacrifices by a prompt escalation of confron- 
tation. Students observe that the morale of the detec- 
tives dealing with them has begun to drop. Probably 
they have sensed the danger of possible disaster that 
might fall upon their own lives by being malignant 
police or intelligence agents too loyal to the crumbling 
political power. 

In fact, great was the impact of the “Declaration 
on Situation” issued by the intellectuals on Novem- 
ber 5. It also meant a guerrilla tactics. When they 
got together in the cafeteria in the basement of the 
YMCA building in Chongro Street, they quickly 
put a placard on the wall and went into action. About 
ten minutes later, agents came in. Only foreign special 
correspondents were allowed their coverage but home 
reporters were driven out. As the attendants were pre- 
pared for arrest, they suggested that they should give 
three cheers. And this was done before they wound up 
the “ten minutes’ meeting” formally. 

The three persons—Ham Sok Hon, Kim Jae Jun 
and Chon Gwan U—were escorted to the CIA. They 
are said to have accused unlawful acts of the Pak re- 
gime rather than to be accused atthe CJA 6th Bu- 
reau. They demanded the information of Professor 
Choe Jong Gil, and the CIA could only tell a pre- 
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posterous lie that he “killed himself by dropping” 
from the toilet when he was taken there. 

The next day I interviewed one of the leaders who 
signed the “Declaration on Situation”. “They cannot 
arrest anyone,” he said, referring to the Pak regime 
in dilemma. “If they do, they will have a bigger pro- 
blem; and if they don’t, there will be a more daring 
movement.” He added in a resentful voice: 

“So far we’ve approached Pak Jung Hi with pati- 
ence as the President of our country. But what sort of 
a man is he? The press, Christianity, the intellectuals 
and students—they are the best symbol of patriotism. 
What did he do during the Japanese imperialist rule 
when these people were suffering? What did he do in 
Manchuria? What did he do under Syngman Rhee 
when they were fighting for democracy? He is advo- 
cating anti-communism. But he was a member of a 
communist organization, and when his life was in 
danger, he betrayed many comrades, didn’t he? He is 
morally ruined to such an extent. He is wrecking the 
symbol of patriotism. ...” 

I felt ill at ease to be there. He went so far as to 
say, “We are masters. We are representatives of the 
nation.” I believe this is an irresistible outcry of in- 
dignation of the masses. 


AGGRAVATING POVERTY 


Serious is the oil crisis. It is unbearably cold 
in the room. Briquettes are in short supply. For this 
reason, even housewives held demonstrations. Now 
and then the train and bus services were suspended. 
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Medium and small-sized enterprises except export 
industries are said to have closed down. The govern- 
ment is exercising rigid control over press reports 
lest they should adversely affect the oil crisis or pri- 
ces. People say that something extraordinary will 
probably break out before the coming spring because 
of destitution rather than the students’ demonstra- 
tion. Then, the government may frame up some pre- 
texts for harsher repression. Meantime, it is also whis- 
pered that this, coupled with students’ demonstra- 
tion, might put an end to the Pak regime. 

The students’ statement points out that south 
Korea is now inthe most serious crisis internally 
and externally. The statement fully reflects the feel- 
ings of the mass. Perhaps up to the ears in dealing 
with the price and economic issues the government 
is unable to crack down on students. It has a loan 
of foreign capital which is said to amount to 5,500 
million dollars (two billion won). On top of it, fore- 
ign enterprises rule the roost. Reporting on the status 
of the “women workers in the foreign enterprises” in 
the Masan free export zone on the southern tip of Ko- 
rea where Japanese enterprises are dominant, a news- 
paper says that they are paid less than 15,000 won 
a month by the day, namely, 10,000 yen or so in Ja- 
panese currency. 

Women workers say: 

“We were paid 200 won a day for the first three 
months and then 250 won. Though we work till ten 
o’clock at night, we barely get 10,000 won a month, 
i. e., about 7,500 yen in Japanese currency. 

“Japanese employers are said to pay the workers 
in their homeland at least 40,000 to 50,000 won on 
the monthly average. Over here they are free of duty 
nn enjoy many other privileges. Itis too cruel of 
them.” | 
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It is the south Korean government that connives 
at this state of affairs and even aggravates it. How 
in the worldis it spending the foreign currency so 
earned? Some are said to have deposited a huge am- 
ount of money in the US or Swiss bank. It is said that 
there is a keen demand for gorgeous buildings built 
with imported materials. Criticism on the economic 
policy is a taboo, but anewspaper, intolerant of the 
state of affairs, protests in its editorial: 


Who is it that encouraged a full consumption 
of imported crude oil? Who is_ it that advertized 
surplus electric power and encouraged the use of 
television, refrigerator and electrically heated 
floors ...while running thermal power plants built 
with foreign capital and fed with oil supplied by 
the foreign investment company?... 

Who is it that increased automobile assem- 
bly plants to four in number in spite of the limi- 
ted territory and low income standard? Who is it 
that approved switchover to the production of a 
new model of automobiles in less than a year?... 

Who is it that touched off speculation boom 
in real property in the Yongdungpo district, 
Seoul, and who is it that raised land prices under 
the pretext of tourism and leisure industries? ... 


Is it justifiable that the government disclaims 
“responsibility for failure” while calling for coopera- 
tion of the nation with the new economic policy? It 
appears that the economy is on the brink of total 
bankruptcy, an economy tied up with entrepreneurs 
and foreign capital and geared to the need of selfish 
interest and to the support of the political power which 
is devoted exclusively to the selfish end. This notwith- 
standing, the Pak regime invited such a man as 
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Herman Kahn and extolled him as a “scholar of 
optimistic future’, to make him preach that an “‘eco- 
nomic miracle in south Korea is possible in view of 
the resourcefulness of the south Korean people, ef- 
fective management system, stable economic environ- 
ment, historical background, etc.” Many scholars were 
made to attend the seminar held in mid-November 
and a large number of citizens were brought to attend 
his public lecture. The press reported that Pak Jung Hi 
himself spent more than one hour listening with all 
his ears to the “fiery speech” of Herman Kahn who 
visited him at the Blue House. A student said to me in 
protest against his preaching: 

“Now professors are wrong. They keep silence 
and take delight in listening to the lie of that sort of 
a reptile scholar, when we are shedding blood in our 
struggle as you see. How can he believe in the miracle 
of the south Korean economy built on such a fantastic 
rosy dream? How can he see an effective manage- 
ment system, stable economic environment or histori- 
cal background in such an economic destitution? It 
is a nonsense designed to prop up Pak Jung Hi. Can 
they expect an effective management system in this 
rule of injustice? How can he describe the wretched 
economic reality as being stable or having an excel- 
lent historical background? And he says the only trou- 
ble is discontents of the intellectuals. What do you 
think of those professors who listen to him with seri- 
ous face while turning deaf ear to our outcries? This 
is the blackest tragedy.” 

I could see the contrast between dirty intellect 
and pure conscience. At that time the students invol- 
ved in demonstration were suffering from torture in 
the cold prison house. In order to dig up the hidden 
students, the CIA agents were beating their mothers, 
sisters, girl friends or fellow boarders. They grew 
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more brutal since the coup d’etat in Thailand had 
been known. On top of it, the seminar was a govern- 
ment-sponsored event held in the name of the Koryo 
University where students waged a fierce battle. All 
the attendants were said to have been bribed by the 
government. Probably the students’ cries were an 
outburst of unbearable despair. 

Iam often asked about the workers when the 
students rise up. Workers are in a wretched plight as 
1 said when I ment:oned the women workers. But trade 
unions have turned into reptile organizations. 

It is the students’ demonstration that has 
awakened the paralyzed society. Its flame has also 
spread to the press. And it can be said that newspa- 
pers are saying cautiously what they want to say. Re- 
cently the Chungang Ilbo (Central Daily) and its 
radio are gradually recovering vigor, I am told. They 
even went on one day strike by blitz demanding the 
freedom of the press. 


AFTER CABINET RESHUFFLE 
December 1973 Dispatch 


There was a lightning news again on December 
5. A “jump in the prices of seven items including oil” 
was announced. This was a surprise offered by the 
government which had promised for a stability of 
prices. In addition, the enormous budget and tax 
programmes were said to becarried on. Wondering 
what was the ruling principle pursued by this govern- 
ment, I looked at the figures showing the rates of 
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increase, which are as follows: 


petroleum 30% 
assorted feed 25.5% 
starch 42% 
nylon yarn 32.6% 
sheet glass 25.5 % 
milk 15% 
powdered milk 10.8% 
sugar 16.7% 
fertilizer 30% 


The people now feel an economic crisis coming 
hand in hand with a political crisis. The government 
is reportedly making all its efforts for a Japan-ROK 
ministerial conference. But Japan will not give them 
money for nothing. As pointed out in the students’ 
statement, nobody denies that Japan has made a 
deep political inroad into south Korea through the 
economy. Probably the case of Mr. Kim Dae Jung is 
a typical example. It is, in fact, the Japanese Govern- 
ment and its clients that are opposed to the exile of 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung, it is rumoured. Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung’s criticism against Japan’s inroad on south Korea 
is said to be considered intolerable. Maybe they are 
afraid that the plot against Mr. Kim Dae Jung will 
be exposed. One day we had a chat among our friends 
in different walks of life over the fate of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung, and we havecome to the following con- 
clusion: 


1. The United States, tosay nothing of 
Japan, hopes to see the continued ex- 
istence of the present government. The 
only thing that must be said in addition is 
that the United States may want some 
force that can check the Pak regime. 

2. In case the Pak regime is condemned as 
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useless any longer, Kim Jong Pil or, if 
this man is also considered good-for-noth- 
ing, someone else may be chosen as re- 
placement, a chap who is near the present 
government party, but softer than Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung and easier to control. This 
has been insinuated by both Japan and 
the United States. In all probability, Japan 
is jealously suggesting this alternative to 
the United States. 

3. The above-mentioned steps will not save 
the present situation in south Korea. South 
Korea now wants aman who can enjoy a 
hearty support from the people for the bu- 
ilding of anew country. No one has yet 
spoken out that Mr. Kim Dae Jung is the 
only capable man. But once in power he, 
on his part, will become more realistic. 


One of my friends pointed out the secret Katsura- 
Taft agreement made in 1905 and expressed his 
apprehension of the Japan-US deal with the Korean 
question. Even the US ambassador reportedly said 
that nothing could now be done so long as the south 
Korean government did not permit Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
to get out of the country. Certainly the United States 
has offered scholarships and is waiting for him. Now 
it poses as one which has done all it has to do. Japan, 
like the south Korean government, is disposed to 
think that Mr. Kim’s freedom has been restored and 
that everything will be the same as it was if the 
Japan-ROK ministerial conference or something like 
that is held. 

I sincerely hope that Japanese intellectuals will 
form a judgement upon my friend’s speculation that 
night: 
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“The Pak regime will collapse. In that case, Pak 
Jung Hi will not leave Mr. Kim Dae Jung as he is. 
Probably he may do away with him. Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
himself strongly feels the danger that threatens his life. 
That will mean that Japan and the United States will 
have him dealt with by the hands of Pak Jung Hi and 
pick up a less revolutionary man. It may even be said 
to the public at home and abroad that the Pak regime 
is holding Mr. Kim Dae Jung in hostage, so to speak.” 

The rumour has it that the United States was 
persuaded into agreeing to keep Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
in hostage. Naturally, the United States does not 
like Mr. Kim Dae Jung who is approaching the criti- 
cal forces under the influence of the Democratic 
Party. Taking advantage of this, the ROK govern- 
ment begged: | 

“If we have torelease Mr. Kim Dae Jung with 
all our image downed at home, what will become of 
us? Face means a lot to us Orientals. So please help 
us in our face-saving.” 

This begging was said to have been done by a 
Ham, a Harvard University graduate, the former 
assistant to the President, and newly appointed 
ambassador to the United States. This is the way they 
approach Kissinger and other officials of the Nixon 
Administration. And they create public opinion that 
Mr. Pak Jung Hiis not praiseworthy, and that Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung will not do because he is too radical. 
Meanwhile, the excitement will settle down both in 
the United States and in Japan, and then in south 
Korea. Thatis the political stratagem to be used 
till the reopening of the universities in March next 
year, it is said. Hence, Nixon of the United States and 
the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan viewed that the 
crisis of south Korea, to say nothing of the personal 
crisis of Mr. Kim Dae Jung, might continue. Opinions 
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were exchanged in favour of launching a campaign 
to baffle such speculation or plot. 

There goes in south Korea a mythological saying 
that when a revolt breaks out involving as far as high 
schoolers, even the army will be helpless and the go- 
vernment will topple. The recent high schoolers’ dem- 
onstration which was started by the Tongdok Girls’ 
High School in Seoul was threatening to spread 
throughout south Korea. On December 2, “earlier 
winter vacation” was finally forced upon the middle 
and high schools under the pretext of oil shortage. 

On December 3 a cabinet reshuffle was announ- 
ced all of a sudden. Li Hu Rak, chief of the CIA, was 
dismissed. Of course, the announcement was a shock. 
Before long, however, the reshuffle turned out to be 
a crude piece of jugglery. A mountain was made out 
of a molehill to deceive the people. Kim Jong Pil and 
his ilks stay as they did. The only change, if ever, 
was that Pak’s royal government system was bolster- 
ed up with replacements from his own faction. Minis- 
ters of Education and Public Information, the unde- 
rlings of Kim Jong Pil, are still in the same offices. 
This means that the attitude towards the students and 
mass communication will remain unchanged. The new 
CIA chief belongs to Kim Jong Pil’s faction. 

Although the Pak regime is already crumbling 
at its foundation, there is not the slightest change in 
its dream. This gives rise to many conjectures as to 
why they are juggling like that. In the internal tug 
of war between Li Hu Rak and Kim Jong Pil, Kim 
applied soft brakes on the students’ demonstration 
with a view to expelling Li taking advantage of the 
situation, it is said. But, in fact, the movement cen- 
tring round the students was gathering momentum 
which could hardly be checked. 

It was also speculated that the situation was 
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manipulated towards atemporary lull to bring the 
Japan-ROK ministerial conference to success. That is 
to say, a prudence was used, though it was not at all 
impossible to crush the campaign against Pak, if it 
was really meant. Since the outcome of the conference 
was to be reflected in the budget for the new fiscal 
year, it would decide the destiny of the Pak regime. 
Hence, the authorities refrained from doing whatever 
detrimental to the conference. They even restricted 
passports for intellectuals for fear of the latter’s 
influence on the public opinion in Japan. 

Another speculation says that the situation was 
too serious for Pak Jung Hi himself to settle all the 
social questions involving the students, the press, 
the church, etc., that he tentatively left the matter to 
Kim Jong Pil. In case Kim Jong Pil’s idea fails to 
save the situation, a massive repression is to be laun- 
ched with the advent of the New Year. He may think 
he can justify himself in the eyes of the people and 
before the United States or Japan by saying that he 
has no alternative now. Or else he may create an 
easier atmosphere and let “everyone bring forth his 
argument” and then crack down on them early in the 
New Year. 

In no case, the attitude of the Pak regime will 
change. Itis said that these days the CIA does not 
penetrate into the schools, newspapers, and churches 
on following conditions: Nothing that disgraces 
Pak Jung Hi shall be done; no movement undertaken 
to change the system; no utterances that undermine 
the security against the north; and no stimulus to 
the prices. This cannot but provoke people to hurl back 
a question: ‘What is it in the world that we can say or 
do?” It amounts to forcing people mutely to accept 
the present misery. Pak Jung Hiis not a man to 
step down of his own accord. He does_ not flinch even 
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at bloodshed. Everyone apprehends if he is not plot- 
ting for a bloodbath. O Lord, may you not give us 
another bloody April.... 


RESISTANCE CONTINUES 


These days I often hear people reading 
newspapers spit, “If papers should have to be 
like this, they should all be done away with.” This 
pains me at heart. 

This sort of public reaction means that the 
press has been “regimented” against its mission 
as a means of free speech, a mission it has un- 
dertaken before the times and society. A re- 
gimented press is destined to be divorced from 
the masses of the people and become the target 
of condemnation and the cause of indignation. 


This is part of an article by a professor of jour- 
nalism, commenting on the press policy of the gover- 
nment. The article was carried by the “Bulletin of the 
Journalists Association” (June 22, 1973 issue), a 
weekly circulated among the journalists for their own 
reference. On this account, however, the professor was 
jailed, and the weekly “degraded” to a monthly. An 
article which would have been quite all right if it were 
published in a foreign country has thus to suffer in 
south Korea. 

This explains why the students had to rebuke the 
press. Encouraged by the recent press resistance, fresh 
articles are appearing, though cautiously. A news- 
paper offered its first page to an article dealing with 
the chat on current topics by 11 panelists, most of 
whom are veteran politicians including ex-President 
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Mr. Yun Bo Son. The article called for the “restora- 
tion of democratic system” and also requested an in- 
terview with the President. 

Maybe the press, though timid, is more or less 
taking its own stand; many people took a deep in- 
terest in the column, from which a few paragraphs 
are given below: 

It has been a usual practice over the recent 
few months to expurgate publications, newspaper 
or weekly magazine, that come from abroad, until 
they are full of wounds. Among them are dailies, 
weeklies, monthlies and other newspapers and 
magazines from free and friendly nations includ- 
ing the United States, Britain, and Japan. 
Peerlessly bold is the manner of mutilation; too 
often their spaces or pages have been totally 
eliminated, partly expurged, cut off, or tarred 
with black ink here and there.... 

If they are trying to keep the people blind 
and deaf to the facts known to everyone in the 
world, let me ask a question: Does this differ 
in any way from trying to “hide the heaven with 
your palm’? 

What will be the foreign reaction to this 
practice? Foreign publications may somewhat of- 
fend those who areconcerned. But can’t they 
serve as reference? Mutilating and tarring is 
the legacy of the past, dark ages; it is inconcei- 
vable in this civilized society. This childish way 
of doing things will push our society backward 
and also bring disgrace to the dignity of the 
state and nation. It is a serious matter. Our peo- 
ple are now poised between light and darkness. 


The little loosening of press control may be tem- 
porary. Kim Jong Pil says he will tide over the pre- 
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sent crisis through dialogue. If the government power 
could be maintained without difficulty in this way, 
it would be all right for him, because this is his first 
aim. That is why he says he will be tolerant to a cert- 
ain degree but he stresses that he “will not permit the 
movement against the system itself”. The Pak regime 
wants to keep the government power intact; it only 
needs obedience under the cloak of cooperation on the 
part of the people. Will this save the situation? 

I asked a certain person what was talked about in 
the dialogue with the Prime Minister. The answer was 
clear-cut: 

“What everyone wanted to say was that Mr. Pak 
Jung Hi must step down, that the revitalization system 
must be abolished. But nobody spoke up. It was a 
feigned dialogue. Mr. Pak Jung Hi was said to be mak- 
ing a great effort to hand down a great heritage to his 
successor. The Prime Minister said he didn’t know that 
the CIA was making investigation into the churches. 
And we thought this man was lying again. As the 
chieftain of the CIA, he himself started with school 
investigation, didn’t he?” He went on: 

“We were told that Kissinger came and said that 
the Pak regime was stable and that for its continued 
stability the United States had to give support. This 
was a hint for an absolute US support. And finally 
we were threatened that any further noise might invite 
misfortune. This was what Kim Jong Pil calls a 
dialogue.” 

I asked him if Kim Jong Pil wasn’t better than 
Pak Jung Hi, and he answered briefly: 

“He considers himself smart. He thinks he duped 
the people tactfully in the recent incident of Kim Dae 
Jung. Such is his political attitude. But the people are 
smarter than he is. At heart they are hating him for 
his lie.” 
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These days in Seoul people’s whispers come to 
my ear. The resistance this time has inspired the 
students and the intellectuals with renewed confi- 
dence. In the end they will clash with Kim Jong Pil 
who is following the policy of jugglery. And then Pak 
Jung Hi will again resort to saber-rattling. And 
because of this he will fall. That is what the people 
think—they all seem to feel in their hearts that the 
Pak regime is now at its fourth stage and that spring 
is just around the corner, though, in fact, many are 
still up to the ears in their own pressing affairs. 

The press has started taking breath a bit, and 
the statement issued by the Japanese intellectu- 
als in connection withthe Kim Dae Jung incident 
was reported in brief yesterday (December 12). 


Passport for Mr. Kim Dae Jung Petitioned 
by Japan’s Intellectuals 


Japan’s 20 leading intellectuals including 
two Nobel Prize winners handed over to ROK 
embassy in Japan a petition appealing to Presi- 
dent Pak Jung Hi to issue a US passport to Mr. 
Kim Dae Jung. 

The Japanese intellectuals said: ‘Prompted 
by the spirit of the declaration of human rights, 
it is hoped that Mr. Kim Dae Jung’s desire for 
his exile will be realized at an early date.” 

Included among the petitioners were Mr. 
Yukawa Hideki and Mr. Tomonaga Sinkichiro, 
who were awarded Nobel Prize in 1949 and 1965 
respectively as well as Mr. Tanikawa Tetsuzo, 
former president of Hosei University (Choson 
Ilbo). 


This news item, though brief in its presentation, 
meant much to south Korean intellectuals. 
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This will be the last dispatch for 1973. 1 wish ! 


could send, instead of.such gloomy news, triumphant 
messages next year with the advent of spring. Lastly, 
though I feel myself somewhat hesitant, I am going 
to pick up some items from the secret document, which 
[ consider can be made public without causing trouble. 
They reveal part of the investigation and program- 
me made by those young people working towards the 
revolution. 
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Kim Jong Tae, Choe Il Jon, Kim Dal Su and 
other young democrats who are connected with 
Li Jae O, a representative of the Youth Council 
for the Defence of Democracy, have been arrested 
and imprisoned. They are now being subjected 
to torture to extort aconfession that they are 
spies. Kim Jong Tae is in a serious state with a 
bullet wound. 

The intellectuals’ declaration on the 5th of 
November last greatly stimulated the anti-Pak 
forces at home. It encouraged the quantitative 
growth of the students’ movement, which had been 
stagnant after the action taken by the students of 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences on Octo- 
ber 2, and it helped the movement to link up with 
that of the religionist intellectuals. 

..The movement for constitutional amend- 
ments, anti-Japanese movement, and movement 
demanding the participation of different political 
parties, social organizations, and democratic 
personages in the North-South Coordination 
Commission will start and strive to rouse the 
response of the people and win their support. 

The fluctuation in the supply of oil and en- 
ergy, heavy tax burdens, inactive foreign invest- 
ments resultant from the incident of Mr. Kim and 


the demonstration—these factors are paralysing 
many of the light industries and commerce. 

Resultant mass dismissal of workers and 
their worsening treatment are giving rise to sert- 
ous state of affairs. 

The exploitation of workers by the Japanese 
capitalists has become most cruel, but the CIA 
and the police are protecting the exploiters. 

The Masan free export zone where Japanese 
investors account for 93 percent of the total is 
in a word a hell. Fifty thousand women workers 
are daily slaved 10to12 hours without even a 
day’s rest. Their average monthly pay is 13,000 
won. This is 3,000 to 4,000 won greater than the 
wages paid by the Korean enterprises, but the 
Japanese apply daily payment system without 
employment contract, which constantly threatens 
unemployment. Concrete mye suey is needed 
in this zone. 

In early November over 100 women workers 
employed by a Japanese company assault the 
Japanese with sticks in hand in their protest 
against arbitrary and unreasonable dismissal. 
The Japanese ran away but the CIA and the 
police put down the women workers. This zone is 
the focal point of problems related to ROK-Japan 
relations. So, controversies are imminent. 

Domestically, too, there is a great possibility 
that an anti-Japanese movement will break out in 
the entangled context of the selling of Cheju-do 
Island to Japan, the continental-shelf question, 
and the mass purchase of coastal lands in the In- 
chon area by Japanese. 

In the countryside, the number of absentee 
landlords has increased, and speculation in real 
property is practiced. A “new village campaign” 
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was launched as a step against farmers’ abando- 
ning or quitting farm lands, and missing farming 
season. Nevertheless, mass purchase of farm 
lands by urban capitalists prevails and a tenant 
system is virtually being revived. Over 60 per 
cent of the farms each with an acreage of more 
than two tanbo (about 0.2 hectares—Tr.) has 
been plundered from the tillers. Most of the land 
in the industrial zone is sold to the Japanese for 
a mere song. The peasants’ awareness, however, 
is still at a low level. 

At present a special question has cropped up 
in the countryside. By the amended farm land 
law the county chief has been vested with the 
authority to transfer the right of cultivating the 
farm land which fails to yield an estimated 
amount of crop. Rationing of fertilizer has been 
made the monopoly of agricultural cooperatives, 
which have thus put the peasants under their 
control. 

In the case of leaf tobacco production the 
farmers have to suffer from the unbridled misbe- 
haviour of the privileged and fraudulent officials 
of the monopoly agency who evaluate the quality 
of leaf tobacco and allot the amount of its pro- 
curement, as well as from the burden of land tax. 
Many of them are made the victims of budgetary 
limitation on the procurement funds. In early 
November last more than 100 farmers in Chong- 
pung, North Chungchong Province pressed on the 
monopoly office with acollective protest, and a 
peasant who had suffered a serious loss commit- 
ted suicide. 

As for cocoon procurement, there is a price 
agreement made between the government and 
businessmen. The world market price of cocoon 


has now risen, but itis not reflected in the 
agreement. The procurement price stands at 
one-third of the international price. The busines- 
smen do not object the raise in the procurement 
price since they are making a large profit, but the 
government is keeping it down. 

Many more items of this kind were enumerated. 
The necessity and feasibility of political action is 
discussed under this situation. The friend who had 
shown this document asked if I knew that the students 
were now referring to President Pak as “Governor- 
General Pak” and Kim Jong Pil as “Civil Governor 
Kim” (Civil Governor was the first deputy to Go- 
vernor-General for Korea during Japanese imperial 
domination—Tr.). He revealed a bitter smile, saying 
that it was natural that Civil Governor Kim submitted 
an administrative report on the incident of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung and apologized for the blunder. He added: 

“Part of the money earned by the licensed prosti- 
tutes is sucked up and also tax is imposed upon them. 
Out of 20,000 won, for instance, only 8,000 won comes 
into their possession. Greater amount of charge is 
prohibited by the government. 

“Half of the funds for housing construction for 
the flood victims was offered by the government as 
aid money. But the construction of the project was 
not left to individual farmers but undertaken by con- 
tractors under the patronage of the government. The 
roofing slates were not underlaid with clay and the 
roofs leak when it rains. Because no consideration 
was given to provide these farm houses with sheds, 
the peasants have to rebuild them or give them up. 
The project was carried out under the direct control 
of the Chongwadae (Blue House). The President 
acts also as headman of a myon. He says, ‘I'll do 
everything, and you follow me without grumble.’ And 


87 


this explains his misrule. He will be the worst tyrant 
since the time of King Yonsan (the most infamous ru- 
ler during the Li dynasty, who killed his own mother 
and was dethroned).” 

I feel suffocated when I think that under these 
circumstances resistance has tobe launched as our 
national task for the period ahead. Obviously, many 
people, unlike the past, are now totally negating 
Pak’s system. A professor who witnessed the students’ 
demonstration had this to say: 

“Unlike the past, the students were ready to 
shed blood in their fight.” 

This must be the upsurge of nationalist and anti- 
despotic resistances welded into one. Spring will 
come. What will be the developments? We must apply 
different strategy and tactics to counter the vicious 
Pak regime. They have modern weapons; we have the 
historic support of the masses of the people. 


PHOBIC PARALYSIS 
January 1974 Dispatch 


A month-long lull cameto anend at 5 p.m. on 
January 8. This meant an end of the period of cam- 
ouflaged dialogue. Now is the time of brutal violence, 
overt violence. Damn, the land is under the martial 
law. But the army is not brought in; the authorities are 
afraid of a coup. Most people anticipated these deve- 
lopments but some of the innocent masses, in fact, 
hoped for the better. So the citizens muttered: Going 
to do again? What is to be done to fight this govern- 
ment? On these developments even the press makes 
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no comment; it carries just the news. Many intellectu- 
als including several opposition party personages are 
reported to have been arrested but released within 24 
hours. Many people, veteran politicians in particular, 
are now under house arrest or under ‘police watch”. 
Often a band of three or four CIA agents can be seen 
closely following aman as far as his office. Tactics 
to keep people under watch around the clock to block 
up their activities. As yet intimidation is preferred to 
imprisonment. 

Even gossips among individuals are said to 
be dealt with on charge of spreading false rum- 
ours. What a perfect despotism! More than 20 
people who are connected with Christian churches 
have been reported to be in forced inactivity for 24 
hours. Preachers are compelled to report the texts of 
sermon beforehand, and the service is attended by 
several CIA stenographers. It is usual that speeches 
are tape-recorded in secret. And yet they are taken 
down in shorthand, probably as a means of overt 
intimidation. A certain pressman said that he was 
warned by his acquaintance in the CJA that he should 
take care even though he was not arrested now, be- 
cause he might be eliminated otherwise. There is the 
menace ofterrorism at all times, so to speak. The 
whole land has been reduced to the prison of the Pak 
regime. 

Nevertheless, Seoul citizens are daring. Every- 
where they openly say: “Can't bear any longer.” Every- 
where—in taxicabs, restaurants, teahouses—the same 
is said. One day a taxi-driver spoke to me quite com- 
posedly: 

“Where are you working at? Maybe, it’s all over 
now. Trying to stay in power, doing such a wicked 
thing!” 

Now there will be no way to silence the people’s 


89 


voice of criticism. ‘“‘Phobic paralysis” or the terror- 
striking ruling method of the Pak regime seems to 
have reached the critical point. Students also seem 
to think that they are destined to be jailed for demonst- 
ration. Those who are to police the demonstration are 
gradually losing their loyalty. Mr. Pak Jung Hi is 
said to be growing so much the more hysterical. 

His current emergency measure is reportedly re- 
cognized as the product of his neurosis. The rumour 
had it that for the time being he himself was going to 
undertake the “new village campaign”, leaving 
everything else to Kim Jong Pil who was to have di- 
alogue. But now he found himself unable to endure 
any longer. On January 8 Kim Jong Pil was to cut the 
tape at the launching ceremony of an oil tanker in 
Pusan. All of a sudden, however, the schedule was 
cancelled and instead the emergency measure was 
proclaimed. Such a hasty action can be explained first 
by the secession of some members from the ruling 
Republican Party. Chong Gu Yong, Pak Jong Tae, 
and others made a statement on their secession. Ano- 
ther reason for the emergency measure is that the 
Chongwadae has begun to split into two—the hard 
and the soft. Of this a reporter told me: 

“Mr. Pak Jung Hi got so impatient that he finally 
took action. As a matter of fact, Chong Gu Yong is an 
80-year old man and the rest had held the lowest seats 
and had been as good as withdrawn from the member- 
ship list. But Pak Jung Hi burst into a hysterical 
rage.” 

Ministerialists and available intellectuals are now 
all out on a local persuasion trip. Each of these as- 
semblymen was given two million won (approximately 
1.5 million yen in Japanese currency) as year-end 
bonus. The people sneer at them saying that they ought 
to do that much service since they are regularly paid 
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as much as 750,000 won on the monthly average. 

The emergency measure will add to the pretext 
for ruling out the exile of Mr. Kim Dae Jung. His 
capture cost the Pak regime so dearly that they are 
making desperate efforts to keep him within their 
hands. 

Agreement on this matter is said to have already 
been made with the phony opposition party leaders, 
their stooges in particular, for these shams, too, are 
bent on hampering Mr. Kim Dae Jung from emerging 
as an alternative to Mr. Pak Jung Hi after the 
latter’s downfall. 

Even more surprising is that some Japanese 
politicians seem to voice their opposition to the exile 
of Mr. Kim Dae Jung for fear of possible difficulty. 
Perhaps they are afraid of the impact on the election 
to the House of Councilors to be held in summer this 
year. It is understood, therefore, that the Japanese 
government’s views of Mr. Kim Dae Jung expressed 
through the diplomatic channel are nothing but a 
political gesture or stereotyped utterances. Further- 
more, Japan’s financial circle is inviting even Ameri- 
cans into its hullabaloo against Kim Dae Jung, which 
boils down to the effect that if Pak Jung Hi is useless, 
his successor must come at least from his own camp. 
Even a rumour is flying about, though not sure if it 
is spread by the government, that Prime Minister 
Tanaka said to Kim Jong Pil about Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung: “It is beyond my understanding why a 
politician wants to be abroad”. 

Japan is now stretching its hand into the poli- 
tical realm of south Korea to protect its own economic 
interests there. 

This is the real challenge tothe south Koreans. 
That was why the “anti-Japanese literary soiree” held 
on December 28 last and the like had such a great 
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impact. The gathering gave the outcry that ‘the blo- 
ody resistance launched by our forerunners must be 
quickly developed and carried on through our strug- 
gle.” A news report said that “the whole house—both 
the speaker and the audience—was united as one in 
stirring excitement when the poem was recited: 


Is the poet lying alone 

With his pen abandoned 

And his ears deafened, 

Is the orator sitting alone 

With his eyes closed 

And his mouth gagged, 

When the wails of the lives forlorn 
Penetrate the heart of this land 
That craves for jubilance? 


Is the bannerman hidden 

In the bosom of indolence, 

Is the bugler in daylight slumber, 
When the disrupt rank-and-file 

Swarm and trample upon one another... 
In the street where 

Rhythmic songs and marches 

Must resound far and wide 

Echoing through the hills beyond? 


It is a poem written by an unknown author in 
1935. But no doubt, it was presented to suggest that 
now is the time as grieved over by the poet. The 
“national school” was under the auspices of the young 
nationalist campaigners. The two persons Mr. Chang 
Jun Ha and Mr. Paek Gi Wan, who had been in charge 
of the matter, were arrested. This was because the 
government was afraid that the petition campaign for 
constitutional amendment, checked by the emergency 
measure, would switch over to anti-Japanese move- 
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ment. Under no circumstances an overt statement to 
kill anti-Japanese movement could be made. The hall 
of the Taesong Building where the gathering was held 
was overflowing with more than a thousand atten- 
dants, though it had accommodations for only 200 
people. How is Japan viewing the growing anti-Ja- 
panese sentiments in the minds of the south Koreans? 
Probably it considers that everything will go all right 
because Pak Jung Hi is putting them down at the 
point of bayonet. 

It is in this context that an announcement has 
been made that foreign special correspondents, too, 
will be under the control of the emergency measure. 
As a matter of course, it is intended to frustrate the 
Japanese papers which have so far been acting for 
their south Korean counterparts. Until now informa- 
tion dealt in the Japanese press has been instantly 
brought to the south Korean public. That is why the 
demonstrating students have had greater interest 
in the Japanese papers rather than south Korean news 
media. Their invitation of home reporters to the 
occasion for the publication of anti-system statements 
has been no more than a show of courtesy; they have 
given weight to the foreign press. I myself. once 
believed that was advisable. Precisely for this reason, 
the Pak regime tried to check foreign news, Japanese 
news in particular. 

The rumours go in Seoul that under such a jacked- 
up control, the sufferings of the arrested south Ko- 
reans had to be reported by such a US_ newspaper as 
The New York Times. In contrast, the Japanese papers 
are said tohave reported nothing but those made 
public by the south Korean government. They say the 
Japanese papers are no good, after all. The silence 
on the part of the Japanese papers is said to be the 
product of conspiracy of Japan’s pro-ROK politicians, 
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financial circles and the Pak regime itself. Probably 
the Japanese press is cooperating with them of its 
own accord. Under these circumstances more and more 
of us are again compelled to approach Japanese men 
of letters with dismay and contempt. I wonder if this 
psychological complex of ours is understood by the 
Japanese intellectuals and men of the press. If not, the 
Asian tragedy made by Japan will never come to an 
end. I should like to know what the Japanese friends 
are thinking of the people here, the students in parti- 
cular, who are most pleased to hear the surging South- 
East Asian outcries of ‘welcome’ to Prime Minister 
Tanaka. 

The term “March crisis” is now more and more 
on the lips of the government. It is going to be an 
excuse for their tough policy. Suddenly the govern- 
ment has now come out with a promise of the so-called 
policy for the masses. Along with the presidential 
talk on “alleviating burdens on the small income 
earners”, “emergency measure No. 3 for the 
stabilization of livelihood” was proclaimed. Residen- 
tial tax has been abolished. The tax rate for high- 
standard dwellings has been raised 860 per cent to 
the maximum. Those who earn no more than 50,000 
won are to be exempted from taxation. Driven to the 
wall, the ruler is bestowing even this sort of char- 
ity. But, can he attract the public sympathy which has 
flown away? Many think it is too late. They think 
that he is taking too many newsteps at random in 
an attempt to maintain his power. Such is taken as 
the weakness of the government. 

Itis tantamount to begging in return for his 
continued rulership. What the people want is that the 
system be changed through the dialogue with a con- 
scientious force so as to terminate this threatening, 
stifling, tyrannical age. If only this can be done, such 
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a “charitable” step can naturally be discussed in the 
dialogue with the people, can’t it? That cannot be 
done, says the Pak regime. The people think they can 
clearly see through what is done by the faithless 
tyrannical power. The crisis will further deepen. 

Today’s paper reported of the governmental 
charity such as the “commencement of investigation 
into evil enterprisers”, “no raise in the prices of 
fertilizer” andthe like. This morning, however, a 
statement signed by 30 young clergymen was made 
public like lightning. The statement is said to have 
demanded the “withdrawal of the emergency measu- 
re” and “restoration of the democratic system”. They 
are known to have been taken away to the CIA but no 
further information is available. No newspaper will 
give it. No doubt they were ready for the penalty of 
15-year imprisonment for their action, as stipulated 
by the emergency measure. 

Tell the world and God: “The people, ready for 
a great sacrifice, launched themselves on a solitary 
fight for justice on this land.” Tell them, even if your 
voice were to be gulped up in vain by the blue. 


MINDS TURNING TO A TEMPEST 


I shall begin with the declaration read out by 
Christian shepherds on January 1!7, a declaration 
demanding the abolishment of the January 8 emerg- 
ency measure flouting the people, free discussions on 
constitutional amendment, and elimination of revitali- 
zation system. Eleven persons were arrested and five 
of them were released later reportedly by showing 
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the sign of repentance. Probably they could not endure 
torture. 

Five clergymen had been present at the meeting 
in which the declaration was made public. They 
volunteered for their own sacrifice for the flourish of 
liberty and democracy on this soil. They plunged into 
the flame praying that their action would spark off a 
widespread democratic resistance. 

A revolutionary storm would never come without 
someone’s sacrifice. That’ was the attitude of mar- 
tyrdom. 

Even the people who had happened to be there- 
about were dragged tothe CIA and severely dealt 
with, though they were not signatories to the declara- 
tion. The reporters who belatedly hurried there were 
also escorted to the CIA. They were not to come for 
news coverage on such occasions. They managed to 
get out only after writing a pledge not to cover such as 
that. 

Among the eleven arrested was a lad who was 
going to be married in February. He had attended the 
meeting against his comrades’ advice. There was also 
a pastor who was celebrating his birthday the next 
day. Maybe he was prepared for an unhappy return 
of the day. He is said to have bought some cake and 
celebrated the occasion with his wife and children on 
the eve of the declaration. He offered a prayer with his 
family whom he could not tell when to meet each other 
again. He must have wept over the pain of remaining 
an honest shepherd under the present situation in 
south Korea and also prayed for a divine protection 
of his family he was leaving behind. 

These shepherds had been dedicated mostly to 
the poor and toiling people. They asked their colleagu- 
es to carry forward their cause. 

One of them had had his slum church pulled 
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down many times because it had been built without 
permission. Finally the slum people rose and lodged 
a protest against the act of destroying their temple, 
which was at the same time their home of recreation 
and relief and also hospital. This was how the poor 
people could manage to go on with their service in a 
board shack under close police watch. Probably he, 
too, felt the boundary of his activities under the poli- 
tical tyranny just as his colleagues among the workers 
were confronted with the repressive barrier of the 
CIA and the government-paid trade unions. In these 
circumstances the declaration was made, which was 
something like an act of blasting oneself. Certainly it 
came as a great shock. 

Most of the south Korean trade unions were for- 
ced into the patronage of the government. Trade un- 
ions and the government as.well as enterprisers and 
the CIA in particular are welded in a body. Opposi- 
tionists are instantly branded as Reds and arrested. 
Only the Protestant and Catholic labour campaigners 
are made anexception. But they have to work in 
miserable conditions and also under constant repres- 
sion. In foreigners’ enterprises even the organization 
of trade unions is prohibited. Underground trade 
unions were organized in the industrial zones for 
Japanese enterprise. This was informed to the authori- 
ties by a stool pigeon and some girl students who were 
active among women workers were nearly arrested. 
They had escaped the previous night. They are said to 
be hiding now in a secret place and asking for help. 

In some places reptile trade unions were damag- 
ed. For instance, inthe Hanguk Woolen Textile 
(located in Yongdungpo, Seoul and employing 300 
men and 1,200 women) the boss of the branch organi- 
zation was expelled. In this situation repression aga- 
inst the new head culminates in the use of violence. 
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Even under these circumstances the workers keep on 
struggling. Several paragraphs from the recent state- 
ment made (on January 5) by the Protestant and 
Catholic Labour Problems Council are given below. 
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Fact: Mass violence was perpetrated by the 
director of the Hanguk Woolen Textile and his 
ilks against Mr. Chi Dong Jin (33), branch head 
of the trade union in the company. 

This was followed by an incident in which the fac- 
tory chief of the Hanyong Fibre Company bought 
off a terrorist gang and killed Kim Jin Su (24) 
by stabbing him with a screw driver on March 18, 
1971. The director and the factory chief of the 
Hanyong Fibre Company are still left unarrested. 
Violence to the trade union officials occurred 
also in the Yurim Commercial Firm and Taeg- 
wang Industry (Kwangjin Fibre Company at 
present), and the victims were recommended three 
weeks of treatment by medical authority. Further, 
there was repression against the organizing of 
trade unions (the Yurim Commercial Firm fired 
five of the cadres and the Taegwang Industry 
32 workers). The Kwangjin Fibre Company is 
now spreading the rumour of giving up business 
with a view to wrecking trade union organizations 
and the workers are in apprehension. 

Many more instances can be enumerated such as 
the mass violence committed by Japanese enterpr- 
isers against south Korean workers in the Masan 
free export zone, the searching and beating of 
women bus conductors, who, after the search, 
were forced to walk 15 km to go back home, 
deprived of their own fares. In protest against 
these infringements of human rights and the 
indirect violence resulting from weakening eye- 


sights and eye diseases of women workers em- 
ployed by American enterprises, this Council 
adopts the following resolution: 


I. 


We demand that the government authorities, 
assuming the full responsibility for the atmo- 
sphere in which the enterprisers were allowed 
to use violence to the workers and with a view 
to improving the atmosphere, eliminate the 
pre-modern, feudalistic way of thinking from 
the minds of the enterprisers and establish the 
order of democratic constitutional government. 


. We urge the Hanguk Federation of Trade Un- 


ions and the National Fibre Union to break up 
at once if they cannot ensure the basic rights 
of the workers, and apologize to the four mil- 
lion working people and the whole nation for 
the fact that they have been reduced to a second 
machine for the exploitation of the working 
people. 


. We claim that the workers’ right to freedom 


be ensured, all acts of infringement upon this 
right checked, and contradiction inherent in 
the system eradicated. 


. We Catholic and Christian religionists shall 


from now take concrete actions against the 
infringement upon the human rights committed 
in the labour communities and make every ef- 
fort to mobilize all our potentialities to bring 
justice to the industrial world. 


The Council stands behind the force representing 


conscientious workers. For this reason it always con- 
flicts with the reptile union officials who are under 
the control of the CIA. On January 21 a refutation 
letter from the Hanguk Federation of Trade Unions, 
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a reptile union, was advertized in a newspaper. The 
letter begins with the following: 


Extending a grave warning to the encroachment 
upon our labour’ organization by certain 
religionists who are oblivious of their proper 
function, we the Hanguk Federation of Trade 
Unions manifest our determination to the public 
at home and abroad that if they refuse to desist 
from their indiscreet manoeuvre, we will mobili- 
ze our organizational force and smash _ the 
manoeuvre. 


Here is another paragraph which clearly reveals 
the real intent of this labour organization: 


We urge a profound self-reflection on the part of 
some thoughtless religionists who have infiltrated 
into our labour organization to mislead the 
orientation of the soundly developing labour mo- 
verent and cause organizational split and 
disputes between labour and management by 
agitating the innocent workers. If they do not end 
these acts, we, inthe name of the 600,000 
membership of our labour organization through- 
out the country, warn them that we will muster 
all our organizational efforts to punish them re- 
solutely. 


As can be seen, here is also going on the struggle 
between wolves and sheep. Although the sheep are 
trembling with fear from which they are eager to get 
free, national conscience is surviving somewhere in 
their minds and on this we are laying our hope. Now 
let me quote a poem, “Silent Tribute”, which was car- 
ried in the recent issue of anewspaper (January 18), 
and which is allegorically composed in a soft tone, 
yet rousing the sympathy of the masses: 
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O lord, send down a shower of rain 

On the leaves drying 

And make them bright again 

With the joy of life refreshing. 

We're shivering and shivering 

Thrown out into the dark of mid-winter, 
Stripped to underwear. 

What could we do 

With the biting cold 

That creeps to the head 

From the feet naked? 

What could we do, could we do 

With our body and soul, 

Sick at heart and bone 

With no room to lie in, 

And no sheet to keep us from the wind? 
What could we do, ourselves alone, 
When the last bit of fire’s gone 

In this night long? 

O lord, tell us what is to be done! 


It seems an age when the poet alone is allowed to 
speak. The Pak regime is not yet finding fault with 
ahighly allegorical poem. Yet inthis age the only 
way to national glory evidently lies in resistance. We 
can catch a glimpse of “the honour of being among 
the masses” in the dialogue carried in a newspaper 
(dated December 30, 1973) when the situation was 
still in a lull. It is a dialogue between students of the 
Law College of Seoul University and the Rihwa Wo- 
men’s University, who were most resistant. The 
dialogue begins with: 


Boy student: More and more of us are now say- 
ing, “I'll propose to the first Riwha Women’s 
University student whom I happen to meet in the 
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street.” To tell the truth, lady students were 
regarded as “creatures that gave up thinking”. 
For instance, when asked “what is this?” as a 
proposal of riddle, they would say “Don’t know”, 
even without giving a thought to it. In contrast, 
we boys were “tired with thinking”. 

Girl student: I don’t quite agree with you on that 
point. To my surprise, those naive girls, who had 
been used to go round just listening to pop songs, 
united and offered a prayer all night and marched 
up to the front of the municipal building. This 
means that “they all have the same thought over 
the same question”, though they don’t speak at 
ordinary time, doesn’t it? 


Now, resistance alone can win popularity and 
have its place among the masses. Under the situation 
it can be said that the grievances of the masses are 
accumulating and brewing up to the brink of outburst. 
Seoul University is summoning the students for 
supplementary lessons. Their brutal silence is rather 
irritating the government. That’s why the latter is 
announcing control measures and privileges one after 
another. The system of state university graduation 
examination is going to be enforced under the name 
of bachelor’s degree examination. And the best stu- 
dents are said to be favoured with the right to earlier 
graduation. They detest the Pak regime which has 
recourse to every means to keep themselves in power. 
This is their outspoken reaction. Twelve years of 
experience with this regime convinced them that it is 
a one-man despotism. “Enough of it now!” This ex- 
plains all what they mean. 
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A NATIONAL HERO 
February 1974 Dispatch 


The sufferings of comrades are growing day by 
day. Meanwhile, the impatient government is using 
every means to embrace anti-government personages. 
Intimidation, arrest, torture, domiciliary confinement, 
tapping and all other methods are also employed. The 
chairman of the student council and seven others who 
had organized the demonstration of Seoul University 
last year, the president of the student council of Yonse 
University and 13 other chairmen of the student coun- 
cils in Seoul, and’ five graduates who had formerly 
led the student movement, were detained at the public 
security bureau or the CIA for three or four days 
each between January 8 and February 6. They were 
interrogated on the wirepullers of the student demon- 
stration of October 2, the subsequent trend of the stu- 
dents, their organization and funds. 

When walked there, everyone is asked to tell his 
views on the revitalized system, the January 8 emerg- 
ency measure and the revitalized constitution. He 
has to say on oath that he won’t carry on any political 
activity in future. He is also asked to write that he 
will readily receive any punishment in case he con- 
ducts political activity. In addition, his parents and 
guidance professor have to write a pledge to the effect 
that they assume joint responsibility for such activity. 
And, even after release his residence is confined to his 
house with three detectives attached. Those students 
of local origin who were involved in the student move- 
ment are prohibited from coming up to Seoul. 
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Such restriction is applied to all the religious 
organizations and celebrated persons. It is the same 
in localities, because local people may go up to Seoul 
to stage demonstrations. On January 20, three stu- 
dents of the medical department of Seoul Universitv 
were arrested and prosecuted for their publication .of 
a statement demanding the amendment of the revit- 
alized constitution and opposing the January 8 emerg- 
ency measure. College students are strictly forbidden 
to visit their alma maters, for fear that they should 
spread the anti-government movement to high school 
students. The public security bureau has set up its 
“fifth section” dealing exclusively with the student 
problems. I will add the following report concerning 
students: 

The suppression of the prime movers of demonstr- 
ations and the student leaders is perpetrated through 
their parents and relatives. If the parents and relati- 
ves are public servants, the chiefs of their offices 
directly coerce them. If they are company employe- 
es, the directors or managing staffs of their company 
suppress them. And if they are educationists, the 
educational inspector (chairman of the educational 
committee) and the school inspector of the Ministrv 
of Education bring pressure to bear upon them. This 
is how the students’ action is supervised. 

The editor-in-chief of a Christian weekly magaz- 
ine was arrested and cruelly tortured for two days. 
This was due to a cartoon carried in the magazine. 
In the cartoon, the father says, “How is it that I don’t 
know what the will of the people is like...2” and the 
children tell him, “If you do, then please let us people 
have the warm place of the Ondol floor immediately”. 
During the torture there were apples and water on the 
desk, but the torturers kept committing outrages on 
him without offering them. After two or three weeks’ 
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hospitalization he appeared in his office, supported by 
crutches, his left leg in a plaster of Paris bandage. 
The wounds in his head and the fracture of his leg 
seemed fatal. Even the churches expressed resentment 
at it. The public security bureau apologized for it for 
formality’s sake; they must be smiling inwardly, thin- 
king that “it has struck great terror into the hearts 
of the parishioners”. I asked a pastor of a church: 
“Don’t you think the government is plotting to split 
the churches from within?” He answered: 

“Yes, it is. By mobilizing those fellows who can 
be bribed by money at any time. But, we warned that 
if such an act was committed, it would only make us 
more militant. So the government is now hanging 
back. Those fellows within the churches, too, are a lit- 
tle hesitant this time in offering their service. They 
are afraid of what will come of it. But, those who are 
said to hold a world congress of Christians, styled 
‘Explo-74’, in south Korea this summer are royally 
spending money from an unknown source. A clergy- 
man called Kim is its organizer. Heis the man who 
has been invariably and openly supporting Pak, 
regardless of whether the latter revised the constitu- 
tion for his third term office, held fraudulent elections, 
became a life ruler through the seizure of three powers 
by the martial law, or he took the January 8 emerg- 
ency measure. He says that politics is nothing to do 
with him. Saying that politics is none of our business, 
he asserts that political dignity must be respected and 
that without the present regime it is impossible to 
combat communism. He maintains that Christianity 
must not have a part in politics, and yet he himself 
is stained with it. Every religious association is op- 
posed to his view. But he spreads a report abroad 
that all the south Korean religious bodies and Chri- 
stian organizations are taking part in politics and 


105 


supporting it. At present, even two or three people are 
not allowed to act jointly in the street, but his scheme, 
I am told, envisages a ‘Jesus march’ in the thorough- 
tare infront of the Capitol Building. Itis high 
jinks to make fun of Christianity. He boastfully tells 
foreigners about the freedom of religion under the 
Pak regime. At home he is plotting to split the Chri- 
stians and lower the prestige of Christianity. But 
this plot may end in a complete failure.” 

Several days later I met an intellectual who had 
once been walked to the CIA. He is one of the signers 
to a petition for constitutional amendment. He told 
me that the CIA had persistently questioned him, 
among other things, about his relationship with Mr. 
Chang Jun Ha who is now in prison. And he was 
forced to make a written oath to the following effect: 


1. I will never get in any political utterances or 
activities hereafter. 

2. Ido not want my words and _ action to be 
availed by the Communists in the north. I will 
take particular care so that such a thing may 
not occur. 

3. I no longer have any interest in the movement 
for constitutional amendment and will never 
involve myself in it. 

4. I admit that the presidential emergency mea- 
sure of January 8 was unavoidable. 

5. I support the October revitalization. 


Most of people are forced to write such a pledge, 
although the content differs more or less according 
to individuals. If they do not consent to the demand, 
they will be detained without limitation. My friend 
told me that he had acknowledged the first four points 
and set his seal to them, but resisted against the fifth 
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one. He was very much tormented by guilty conscien- 
ce for his admission of the four points, the fourth one 
in particular. But he did not forget to add the follow- 
ing: ; 
“For all that, I am now as good as in domiciliary 
confinement. I admitted them before the present 
south Korean CIA, but in the fullness of time I will 
restart my struggle, to atone for my fault also.” 


I heard that those who put their signature on the 
petition for constitutional amendment were all asked 
sternly about their relationship with Mr. Chang Jun 
Ha. The latter has been held in esteem as a conscien- 
tious journalist and as a patriot who has fought since 
the days of Japanese rule. Lately he openly advocated 
constitutional amendment and won the support of the 
people. He continued struggling bravely until he was 
jailed. He is different from many of signers who 
under pressure have desisted from their original in- 
sistence, pledged themselves not to repeat such an 
act and are now shamefully thinking: “I am done for. I 
am not fit for a patriot. I seek indolence.” 


He said at the emergency military tribunal as 
follows: 

“Tm going to conduct the movement for consti- 
tutional amendment at any place. If I cannot do it 
outside, J rather feel at ease in prison.” 


_ Mr. Paek Gi Wan, a young anti-Japanese cham- 
pion and aresearcher of Kim Gu (President of the 
Exiled Korean Provisional Government in China 
during Japanese rule), who acted in concert with him, 
stated: 

‘When spring comes, the ice will melt away and 
the swallows will fly back from south. Then 1 
will sit where you (judges) are now, and you will 
be placed in the dock.” 


107 


No one was allowed to enter the court except the 
families of the accused. Hearing how a court 
was held, we all felt intense grief. Mr. Chang spat 
blood twice these days. He once suffered liver cal- 
losity. I am told that he now has a-pain in his back. 
But no medicine can besent into him, I hear. He 
must be offering prayer, waiting for his death while 
recalling to his mind his past life full of ups and 
downs. Any support is urgently wanted. 

Does Mr. Pak Jung Hi regard almost all people 
as his enemies or the Reds? He does not even believe 
in the army which is said to be his faithful follower. 
He has declared a martial law and is holding military 
trials, but he does not use the army for them. For he 
is dreading his overthrow by that faithful follower. 
How long does this state of siege without the army 
last? Itis said that heis taking every available 
measure against the students who will be back to 
their campuses in spring. 

However, the tacit resistance of the popular mas- 
ses is felt in various aspects. 

A slight resistance of a literary man was reported 
in February. 

Mr. Li Je Ha, winner of the 19th “Modern Litera- 
ture” Prize for the rising fiction writers, refused to 
receive the prize. This is the first instance in the 
literary world of south Korea. He declined it, saying: 
“At times I nourished the thought that the literary 
prize of south Korea was sometimes unjustly allotted. 
And all sorts of sufferings the literary men have been 
undergoing these days have made my heart sore”. The 
noise raised with regard to the literary prize must 
have posed a problem to this writer who made a start 
as poet and has purely super-realistic techniques. 
What mattered much more than that to him, it is said, 
is his sympathy with, and his indignation at, “all 
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sorts of sufferings the literary men have been un- 
dergoing these days”. 

Needless to say, he did so for the good of his five 
seniors, fellow writers andcritics who are now in 
detention. It is reported that they were caught on 
January 26, and that they had been won over by 
the north Korean-line underground political worker 
in Japan and engaged in espionage activities. No 
people believed their ears. One of them is Mr. Li Ho 
Chol, a novelist, who put his signature on the Situa- 
tional Declaration of the Intellectuals made public in 
November. They are those who organized a campaign 
in which 61 literary men adopted a statement on Janu- 
ary 7 demanding the constitutional amendment and 
the restoration of democratic order. They had been act- 
ing cautiously since the January 8 emergency measure. 
So, with a view to forestalling the tomorrow’s trouble, 
the government branded them as spies. 

On February 7, six religious men were sentenced 
to 10-15 years’ imprisonment with disqualification on 
a charge of violation of the emergency measure. They 
received such a heavy sentence for having spoken a 
word about restoration of the democratic system. They 
say that the punishment is severer than in the days 
of Japanese imperialist rule. Even in those days such 
an offense would incur no more than five or six mon- 
ths’ sentence. Who on earth is he that rules his own 
nation so tyrannically? “It is hard to regard Pak Jung 
Hi as a normal person,” remarked one of my friends. 
He went on to say: “There is a rumour. Pak Jung Hi 
was brought up strictly by his brother’s couple, and 
their severity was so unbearable that he pledged 
himself to take revenge. With this vengeance he 
entered a normal school run at government expense. 
Unsatisfied with teaching ata primary school, he 
went to the military academy of the Manchurian army. 
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The bitters of life would lead a man to nourish a lofty 
spirit, but in most cases, they produce such a cold- 
hearted man. And, it was also out of his spite that he 
wished to become a Communist after liberation, but he 
turned his coat and betrayed his comrades. Has his 
complex reached the climax now? Having entrusted 
the destiny of the nation to such a fellow, all people 
are in a fret.” So saying, my friend heaved a sigh. 

Certainly the emergency military tribunal is a 
dancing ground of the puppets. It happened on the day 
when six clergymen were to be prosecuted. “Why in 
this state of emergency did you conduct political acti- 
vities, instead of preaching gospel?”, asked the chief 
judge. The missionary called Kim who had_ been en- 
gaged in mission work at slums asked in return: 

“Why in this state of emergency are you military 
men trying civilians in a place like this, breaking 
yourselves away from national defence?” At that 
time, several hundreds of young people and slum 
dwellers were seen outside the court and going to 
besiege it. The hearing broke off halfway. Then a 
pastor was arrested on an alleged charge of having 
mobilized the masses. The wife of missionary Kim 
gave an interview to foreign journalists and, for this 
reason, was examined for a whole day at the CIA. The 
decision carried in papers reads in part: 


The religious men, who ought to have set an 
example of respect for the revitalized constitution 
established by the general will of the sovereign 
people, disapproved constitutional order and split 
public opinion, desisting from their original 
posture. The action of the accused cannot be es- 
caped from punishment in order to protect the 
large majority of honest-minded religious men 
who are leading a genuine religious life. 
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This is a retaliation given to the five persons who 
only cried for the restoration of democracy. I met a 
foreign journalist, with the evening paper of the 8th 
carrying the news on the trial of the 7th in my hand. 
Looking into my melancholy face, he said he had 
come to Seoul this time to be surprised at seeing that 
the fighting people were more cheerful than imagined. 
Their spirit was no less higher than before the enfor- 
cement of the January 8 emergency measure, he added. 
I told him that I had heard the news on the emergency 
military trial and was amazed at the courage of the 
defendants. Even when sentenced to a fifteen years’ 
penal servitude, none of them believed that the Pak 
regime would last 15 more years. This must have 
come from their patriotism reflected in their hope that 
democracy will blossom by the sacrifice of themselves. 
In the true sense of the word, those who are tried are, 
above all, the Pak regime’s agents, the judges with 
stars on their shoulders. 

The foreign journalist said that he had felt a 
strange thing when he had met officials and those 
in the upper echelons of the government party. These 
people, he said, had echoed what the government was 
talking, but they all had confessed in the like manner 
that they, in person, did not think so and that their 
positions were different from the government’s. They 
told this more than once and in a cautious way. Theirs 
were evasive words. He said that Prime Minister Kim 
Jong Pil looked very tired and that his face quivered 
convulsively. He rather consoled me, saying that it 
was not long before that spring would come round. 
He told me that as a special correspondent in Tokyo 
he felt affection and respect for the south Koreans. 
Then, by way of example, he said as follows: 

“It happened when I was going to meet Mr. xxx. 
I showed the taxi driver his name. The driver politely 
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made sure of his whereabouts by telephone. Mr. xxx 
is now the symbol of resistance, isn’t he? The deed of 
the driver showed the respect of the popular masses 
for him and their expectation placed in me, a foreign 
journalist. Does a Japanese taxi driver have such a 
mind?” 

Then he told me with aconcerned air about the 
recent condition of Mr. Kim Dae Jung. He said Mr. 
Kim seemed to be overpowered by fear mentally and 
had got to be alittle more active as his comrades. 
were in prison. At that, I told him about the nation- 
wide respect for Mr. Chang Jun Ha and others who 
are now in jail after struggle. When one becomes a 
sufferer owing to his insubordination to power, he is 
regarded as a national hero in south Korea. At pre- 
sent, the CIA is spreading arumour that Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung was given an injection for mental enfeeble- 
ment when he was placed under the treatment of a 
doctor at a landing place during his abduction. When 
I told this, the foreign journalist remarked that he 
didn’t believe it because Mr. Kim gave later so clear 
an account of his personal experience. It was highly 
probable that only his present life would seriously 
injure his mentality, he added. 

On the following day I met some of my friends 
who are more concerned in the realistic politics than 
me. Most of them said that Mr. Kim Dae Jung was in 
high spirits and that he must behave himself more 
prudently. They held that at present it was important 
for him not to assume an easy posture while taking 
a stand against the Pak regime and irritating it. They 
were of the opinion that there should be continuous 
efforts abroad to let him breathe a fresh air outside 
south Korea. There is no saying that we may un- 
avoidably produce a martyr. But we must strive to 
keep Mr. Kim Dae Jung from becoming the hero of 
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a tragedy in which he martyrizes himself alone with- 
out having any force of resistance. Now is not the 
time when we indulge ourselves in the sentimental 
feelings towards him. The conclusion was that we 
should see through the intrigue of the Pak regime and 
think everything all the more from a political and 
realistic point of view. We must not lose him in the 
midst of battle. 


THE BLOODY DAY 


Amnesty champions in Seoul, too, are constantly 
drawn into the CIA’s whirlpool of arrest. So are the 
cartoonists who satirize politics and society through 
newspapers. It might be the present situation that the 
enemy and the friends are exhausted in the course of 
fighting. The voice of encouragement coming faintly 
from outside in the meantime brings consolation to 
us. On this occasion, I should like to express thanks 
to Messrs. Pae Dong In and Choe Sun Taek in Koeln, 
Germany, who sent us a pamphlet entitled ‘For the 
Freedom of the South Korean People” in the name oi 
an organization for amnesty in Germany. In the long 
article of 26 pages, they called for constitutional am- 
endment, the neutralization of the army in politics, the 
respect for the people’s fundamental rights, the 
guaranteeing of human rights, and the joint struggle 
for these. We inside south Korea are not isolated after 
all. We beg for continuous solidarity support. 

These days I have keenly felt that the poets are 
fortunate. Their hymns to liberty containing their own 
allegories—how many poems admiring liberty we 
have these days!—are being sung in newspapers and 
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find an echo in the hearts of the popular masses with- 
out offending the Pak regime yet. A yesterday’s paper 
carried a poem entitled “A Selection of Unforgettable 
Records.” The last part of the poem reads: 


Dreadful is the night without his coming home. 
Terrible is the land to which he cannot return. 
I’m scared of myself living in that land. 

But never will I forget anything. 

O, let’s keep in mind 

Freedom, our love, 

Which we call in our name. 


Mention must be made of the arrest and adjudi- 
cation of the students of Yonse University. First of all, 
let me report on the decision: 

At the present juncture when the safeguarding of 
the nation’s right to existence and the achievement of 
the supreme national goals—stability, prosperity and 
peaceful reunification—are absolutely necessary, the 
students ought to take a posture of absorbing them- 
selves in studies on the basis of clear national outlook. 
This notwithstanding, under the influence of the hol- 
low foreign ideas and on the pretext of participation 
in reality the accused have violated the emergency 
measure, neglecting the duties of the students, and it 
may be said that your deeds are the deliberate obst- 
ruction of the organization of national power. Hence, 
a severe punishment is unavoidable for the great cause 
rather than the small profit of leniency. 

Thus they were given a five-ten years’ jail sen- 
tence. It is only because they boycotted lessons by a 
majority vote on the understanding that taking les- 
sons are impossible under the present situation. At 
first, over 100 students of the Dental College of Yonse 
University were almost all apprehended. Among them 
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only those who seemed most stubborn were put under 
trial. There was no investigation into the state of 
things. Cases are disposed of within one week or so 
after arrest. Two sittings of a court for prosecution 
and sentence settle every case. No examination of 
facts either. For the military men, the faster they 
occupy a fort or annihilate the enemy, the better it 
would be. Penalty is fixed in advance and, therefore, 
the court is nothing but an ornament. If intimidation 
produces an effect somehow or other, that’s all. 

But, the cruel and random sentences given to 
these students present one more problem. “The mili- 
tary tribunal,” it is reported, “passes sentences on the 
seven students of Yonse University.” Rumour has it 
that in fact only six were at the bar. Where the blazes 
did one go? According to information from a reliable 
source, a Yonse University student was brought to 
his home in adead body after one week’s deten- 
tion. There is noend of detention and arrest of 
the students who are-expected to go into action in 
spring, but I wonder if the student who died a tragic 
death is not the one who was given default judgement. 
At present his family is in a state of complete domici- 
liary confinement. The police watches them round the 
clock. He is the only son, I hear. His parents have no 
freedom of weeping over his death. I am told that 
electric torture caused his death, but an order was 
given to insist on his heart failure as long as the 
Pak regime exists. But how long this strict order will 
last? 

My friend who told me the above story added: 

“His must be an accidental death, the death from 
excessive torture, as in the case with Professor Choe 
of the Law College of Seoul University. Nay, they 
must have actually committed the willful murder of 
one professor and one student while making it look 
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like heart failure. The aim is to terrorize and silence 
others. The CIA is not so artless as to commit mur- 
ders carelessly.” 

A horrible thing, indeed! South Korea is trembl- 
ing before those lunatics, the murderers. Who on earth 
is he that says we should still respect the government 
because it is ours? Who is he that asserts it to be a 
government aspiring after democracy? My heart al- 
most broke in grief as I thought of the parents of the 
student who had already departed this world. The 
Pak regime is bound to be overthrown and spring will 
come. They, however, would abandon themselves to 
grief, crying: 

“What good is a new, democratic state when our 
beloved son is dead?” When they see the beaming 
faces of young people after the democratic state is 
restored, they would cry more bitterly. “Wasn't it the 
very scene presented after April 19, 1960? God tell, is 
there no way of avoiding this tragedy?” 

Before concluding today’s dispatch, I am going 
to add one more thing. Yesterday the news was given 
that “north Korea shelled south Korean fishing boats” 
on the high sea in the west. One vessel was reportedly 
sunken and another incapacitated from sailing. Many 
intellectuals have doubts about it. Because conflict 
with the north is regarded as the very thing the Pak 
regime is most desirous of at present. For its pro- 
longed stay in power the Pak regime has welcomed 
the occurrence of worldwide incidents. And it has 
suppressed the people and brought the military under 
control by exaggeratedly propagandizing the crisis in 
its relation with the north. Causing some trouble with 
the north is considered to be the Pak regime’s last 
card for the maintenance of power. At present, the 
government is holding mass rallies everywhere deno- 
uncing the “outrage of the north’. This is aimed at 
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distracting the people’s attention elsewhere, bring- 
ing public opinion at home under control and main- 
taining the present system, nay, the tyrannical rule 
by one man. Why has the north-south issue been 
carried solely in the direction of reaction since the 
publication of the July 4 Joint North-South Statement? 
This is an unsightly situation. 

I hope that from nowon any country in the 
world and any one will not be involved in the evil 
deeds which the Pak regime is committing as the last 
resort. And, it is desirable, if possible, to send encou- 
ragement to the solitary yet proud struggle of the 
south Koreans who are striving hard to win democra- 
tic society at the risk of their lives. 


POLITICAL SYMBOLISM 
March 1974 Dispatch 


At the emergency general court-martial held on 
March 2, Messrs. Chang Jun Ha and Paek Ki Wan 
were sentenced to 15 years and ten months’ and 12 
years’ penal servitude respectively, and the seven 
students of Yonse University to five to seven years’ 
punishment. Meanwhile, the ordinary court-martial 
sentenced three students of the Medical College of 
Seoul University to a seven to ten years’ penalty. As 
for Chang Jun Ha, his penalty was added by the case 
of violation of the presidential election law for which 
he had been under indictment. His penalty was said 
to be a reflection of President Pak’s personal hatred. 
It is because he attacked President Pak point-blank 
and opposed the “revitalized system” right in front. 
He had once served as Secretary of Kim Gu, Presi- 
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dent of the Provisional Government in Chungking, 
China. As the publisher of the monthly Sasanggye, 
he was awarded a Magsaysay Prize for his critical 
press activity against Syngman Rhee. He was once 
arrested and imprisoned because he blamed Pak 
Jung Hi as Wangcho (chief of a gang). 

As for Mr. Paek and the students of Yonse Uni- 
versity, with the exception of Mr. Chang, their penal- 
ties were commuted a little compared with those they 
had received in the first trial. Mr. Paek’s penalty was 
reduced from 15 to 12 years. But it can be said that 
although the figures differ, it is all the same as far as 
the content of penalty is concerned. It is because 
everyone openly says that he will have to spend three 
years or so in jail at the longest and thinks that victory 
will come rather soon. It is also because they know 
the secret that anyone can be released immediately if 
he voices his support to Pak Jung Hi even now. After 
all, this is nothing more than a burlesque. 

The national assembly is not likely to open. The 
question is how to survive April and May, the months 
of possible disturbance. Every other matter is ignored. 
Ministers are holding a “huddle” almost every day. 
And the Seoul citizens believe that the farce of 
“kidnapping of fishing boats by the north” might be 
a brainchild of that “huddle”. Such an incident is not 
without precedence, but this time they are raising too 
much ado while holding mass rallies on a nationwide 
scale. They strain every nerve to draw in this fuss even 
Christianity which is said to be opposed to the present 
regime. A desperate effort is also being made to ali- 
enate the Christians, the groups engaged in underg- 
round movements and the students from the popular 
masses. 

There must be ample reasons why they adopted it 
as an immediate tactics. 


118 


Take the case of a women’s university for in- 


stance. It happened during the demonstration towards 
the end of last year. Some 500 girl students entren- 
ched themselves in the auditorium of the university, 
abstaining from food. They staged a “‘stay-in-strike”’. 
In such a case, let me say, the case of struggle against 
the south Korea-Japan talks around 1964, the parents 
of the students would rush tothe university, ask 
after their children’s safety and try to persuade them 
to go home. But, this time, it is said, almost all their 
parents did not appear. This fact tells that the pa- 
rents, too, might have admitted their action and ra- 
ther expected them of something. 


How pitiable those people are, the people who 
prayerfully place hope in the action of the students 
under the rule of the tyrant who passes a 15 years’ 
sentence on the mere spreader of a rumour! In south 
Korea the new school term begins in March, and 
lectures are given from mid-March. How would his- 
tory record such inertness that entrusts the destiny 
of the country to those young people while looking 
forward to that month? The people in other countries 
who are concerned about our country would be look- 
ing at us with the same questioning eyes. 


They say that the metropolitan garrison head- 
quarters is conducting an intense training designed 
to crush demonstrations. Arrest and torture of stud- 
ents continue. There are endless stories about “fra- 
cture of backbones” and “dislocation of legs” by tor- 
ture. Terrorism makes the silence of the masses ever 
more tense. Since they cannot help yielding to viol- 
ence in order to subsist, many people have self-abhor- 
rence for their cowardice. So, a friend of mine said: 


“That’s why liquor sells although the tax has 
risen. But, no matter how much they are drunken, 
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they do not talk about politics. They are completely 
frozen.” 

Then, what an abnormal year this is! Would there 
be an unusual change in the universe since the inno- 
cent people are undergoing sufferings and the tyrant 
is swinging a sword? At such atime south Koreans 
usually say: “Even Heaven will not show indifferen- 
ce.” Various unheard-of calamities are happening. 
Worse still, the temperature in February fell to 10 deg- 
rees below zero and there was a heavy snow. This was 
the first of its kind since 1925. The sufferings of the 
imprisoned comrades touch my heart more deep- 
ly. I am told that acertain comrade who stood at 
the bar looked far more emaciated than what he used 
to be and his face was pallidness itself. He seemed to 
fall down any moment. He may be impairing his 
health all the more while burning his heart with in- 
dignation. The wicked try the good, and the traitors 
torment the patriots. I never thought such a thing 
would happen after the independence of our father- 
land.... 

Nevertheless, the young people are holding out 
well. A girl student was imprisoned. The CIA tells 
her that she shall be set free if her parents give assu- 
rance that they will never allow her to have a part 
in political affairs. But she herself is sticking it out, 
saying that she won’t do such a mean _ transaction. 
Some young people were arrested for possession of 
clippings from foreign newspapers. 

Here is another story. Having been taken to the 
CIA, the boy students set themselves against the CIA 
men, declaring that they would fight at the risk of 
their lives if these men handle the girl students rough- 
ly. So, the CIA was obliged to handle the girl stu- 
dents in a tender manner. On the other hand, I am 
told that even the following dialogue was held betwe- 
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en a girl student and the CIA: 

“Tell that you wholeheartedly support President 
Pak!” 

‘Who is that Pak?” 

She must have said so, unable to endure. Some- 
thing might be seething in her heart. It reflects the 
present feelings of south Koreans. Accordingly, their 
words cannot but be of political nature. Even ordinary 
words contain political meanings. It may be said 
that literary works are all denunciating the reality. 
A writer made a story of a gifted scholar who emig- 
rates to America. The scholar whois recognized 
even in America returns home with a dream, but 
after undergoing all sorts of hardships he goes back 
to America, saying that he will come back when the 
living conditions are fully provided. The writer inten- 
ded to tell that the hero ought to have preferred a 
life of suffering to a life in a stabilized society. The 
homeland, which is full of scars due to misgovern- 
ment and in which intellectuals are persecuted, may 
not be an object of love. For all that, let us love it. 
It is an instinct of a writer to want to shout that one 
should not go away in search of a place of one’s own 
comfort just because the homeland gets sick and is 
in agony. Writers want to write that just because of 
that one comes to love his homeland all the more. 
Hence, literature cannot but be a prayer for libera- 
tion. The language of art has deep political symboli- 
sm. It was the same under Japanese rule. So, the 
symbolism of that time is now fashionably brought 
forward. It is a long tradition of this nation. 


He who has his say is brought to the court. 

He who airs his views is taken to the ceme- 
tery. 

A grown-up girl is made a prostitute. 
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An able-bodied man is put to slave labour. 
The day dawns from afar. 
The crazy fellow comes to his senses. 


This is a stanza of “Arirang Taryong”, a folk 
song sung during Japanese imperialist rule. It applies 
to the present reality of south Korea, the liberated 
country. But the day is believed to break. So the in- 
sane people receive a 15 years’ sentence for a faulty 
word. People believe in victory while suffering, and 
this belief is manifested in a shout with deep symboli- 
sm, in the utterance of their words or sometimes in 
the silly talk of drunkards. 

The “March First Anniversary” this year is the 
5oth anniversary of the March First Independence 
Movement in 1919. That day, President Pak, referring 
to the question of the captured fishing vessels on the 
west coast, reiterated a “grave warning” that the 
recurrence of “provocation” would not be tolerated. 
Then he stressed: “The spirit of March First which 
was raised to win back the country should not be 
made a rebellious spirit but be changed into 
the will of construction andcreation to actively 
participate in and contribute to today’s national de- 
velopment.” Any oppressor in south Korea, whoever he 
may be, is afraid of “March First Anniversary.” And, 
when the “March First Anniversary” comes round, 
the popular masses are even deprived of commemora- 
tion exercises. This year many noted persons planned 
to make an anti-Japanese declaration on the day. But 
it fell through, for the meeting place in the Pagoda 
Park where the Independence Declaration of March 
First had been read out was completely encircled by 
the CIA men in black jumpers. 
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A MATURE TIME 


Spring is coming on slowly, and reluctantly. 
It is still colder than usual. School has begun but an 
ominous silence reigns, I dare say. The Pak regime 
must be preparing to take the most effective measure, 
but what it intends to do is still unknown. Rumour 
goes round that the network of bought spies is spread 
all over the educational institutions. But, it makes no 
matter when the time of the revolution is ripe. Presi- 
dent Pak is reported to have been suffering from se- 
rious neurosis. It seems he is not satisfied without 
making a speech everywhere to praise the revitalized 
system and exact obedience. He displayed his irrita- 
tion to the full at the graduation ceremony held in 
Seoul University on February 26. After uttering the 
words of crude “self-laudation” about the “revitalized 
system’, he went so far as to speak as follows: 


Of late I have heard that the scholarly attain- 
ment of our university graduates tends to go 
down gradually and that the chief cause is the 
students’ irregular attendance at lectures.... If 
there is a graduate who turned away from sound 
studies on the pretext of participation in the re- 
ality and spent his priceless university days 
fruitlessly due to demonstrations, today’s gradua- 
tion ceremony must serve him as a moment for 
turning over a new leaf. 

Over 2,000 graduates had to endure the sorrow 
of hearing such an instruction of the President’ in 
forced silence. On this President is concentrated 
everything of the country and even the right to decide 
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the “life and death” of the people. And such is the 
picture of south Korea. However, in the following let- 
ter of a factory girl I see anoble thing which the 
rulers have not. She wrote it to a newspaper. I quote 
it as it is. 

J am a girl worker at a spinning company... in 
Kwangju at a monthly wage of 12,000 won and more. 
The new assistant director of our company handles us 
so roughly that to work at the company is beyond 
bearing. I feel very much chagrined. He replaced the 
section chief, the chief clerk, the field overseer 
and the like with vicious fellows. No _ sooner 
had he taken up his post than he got us to 
take off our work shoes which were usually wet with 
oil, moisture and dust and put on white sports shoes. 
This is allegedly to habituate us to diligence. Insuf- 
ficient enough as our sleep is due to the lack of time, 
we had to trouble ourselves with another nuisance. 
He runs about work places, uttering wild words, and 
makes us tremble with anxiety. If he finds fault with 
us, he rails at us indescribably. The discontent of the 
woman workers is likely to burst out. Odd-jobbers 
having been dismissed, we have to come to the com- 
pany one hour earlier for cleaning. And no pay for 
it, of course. We have to report for work at five o’clock 
in the morning and docleaning for one hour after 
work, which is followed by one-hour education. As an 
oiling worker, I took care of 30-40 machines before, 
but they ask me to take charge of 100, threatening 
with dismissal. Is there no one who can look after 
3,000 helpless women and other workers of our com- 
pany? 

It seems as if I see the epitome of south Korea. 
Of late there have been indications that the govern- 
ment is afraid of the menace which the issue of the 
workers, especially the workers in Japanese enter- 
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prises, may render to the maintenance of power. So, 
the Ministry of Labour carried out an investigation in 
the export free zone in Masan and issued an intermedi- 
ary report. The press reported it under the heading: 
“Working Environment below the Zero Point—Fore- 
ign Business Corporations.” These, of course, imply 
the Japanese enterprises in Masan. 

It is said that some 40 people attend a hospital 
every day due to “vibration, noise, ejection of gas, 
leaden dust, illumination, radiant heat, humidity and 
other industrial disasters”. In the one month of Febru- 
ary more than 1,000 people attended the hospital. It 
is said that some of the Japanese enterprises do not 
provide heat-proof clothes and shoes to the workers 
who handle molten iron with over 400°C. There are 
voices demanding that either a pollution investi- 
gation group come early from Japan or the Japanese 
trade union take some measures. 

I wonder it is the same with enterprises in other 
places. The New York Times once wrote that the pro- 
spect of American and Japanese investment in south 
Korea was gloomy. The Japanese press, too, reported 
that there was even suspension of projects including 
those of hotels. According to my American friend, these 
reports greatly offended the American businessmen 
in south Korea. They might be worrying over the pos- 
sible aggravation of their relations with the Pak re- 
gime. Itmay bethe common desire of entrepre- 
neurs in any place to earn the biggest profit and be- 
come fat, no matter how the south Koreans fare. 
The violence of business, in collusion with the tyran- 
nical rule of the Pak regime, is weighing down the 
south Korean people. But, does the time come when 
this powerful chain will actually be cut off? 

How should we live in this reality? People’s den- 
unciation, though reserved, continues. A certain writer 


125 


wrote about a newspaper office that shelves articles 
by using pressure. He borrowed fiction to denounce 
the present situation of the press. In defiance of 
strict censorship, newspapers exposed the irresponsi- 
ble reclamation work being carried out by the govern- 
ment. In the area along the southern coast alone, they 
say, the suspension of work in 36 places covering 
4,314,000 pyong spoiled an enormous sum of money 
and the labour of the peasants. Among them, it is 
reported, the already reclaimed land is turning into 
the sea owing to poor tide-water control dykes and 
negligence of their repair. Looking at the farmland 
being submerged in the sea again and paddies someti- 
mes withering in the salt water, the peasants are 
gulping down tears. For all this, calling for the new 
village campaign, the government announced that it 
would invest 91.5 billion won in the devclopment of 
the southern basin of the Rakdong-gang River. People 
cannot but doubt the meaning of this. A journalist 
made a comment on it: 

“They say that 54.2 billion won of foreign capital 
is needed for the development of the Rakdong-gang 
River basin alone, don’t they? The figure far exceeds 
home capital. The same is true with the new village 
campaign. They work out a plan of the scheme to get 
foreign loans. But they would be quite indifferent to 
the results. There is no knowing where the money 
loaned from Japan on the pretext of the new village 
campaign has gone. We have no means of investiga- 
tion. For everything is put to silence by those in 
power.” 

To ask the serious-minded people how to live in 
such a reality may be tantamount to asking how to 
endure the torture by the CIA, the police and the 
metropolitan garrison headquarters. It happened one 
day. The above question became a topic of serious 
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discussion among young people. A Christian said that 
he put up with torture repeating the very prayer of 
Jesus called the “Lord’s prayer”. Another man sug- 
gested that when one was putto torture he must 
not set at defiance too much but had better: pretend 
to be done, if possible, to be fainted. There was ano- 
ther view that when one was clubbed he had better 
raise his arms so as to have them broken. Hearing 
them, I felt so painful that I could not stay there. All 
are thinking over “tactics of confrontation” with high- 
handed rule. 

Outside, I saw the streets of Seoul were about to 
fall into a peaceful slumber under the starry sky. 
They looked like anything unusual. South Korea looks 
so peaceful externally in spite of much sufferings 
inside it. A beautiful spring will soon visit it, I beli- 
eve. Winter having been so tiresome, spring will be 
so much more splendid. 


THE MOVEMENT OF THE NATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF YOUTH AND 
STUDENTS FOR DEMOCRACY 


April 1974 Dispatch 


Today, too, I have to write down tragic news. My 
pen falters, but I am duty bound to write. Persuaded 
to believe that writing is also an act of resistance, | 
ruminate in anguish. 

Probably because they are under the military 
rule, the south Koreans are always taken by surprise. 
On the morning of April 4, I got out of bed to find 
my newspapers delivered, full of large malicious, 
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black letters like an extra or an advertisement. They 
were headlined: “Penalties Including Death One aga- 
inst Campus Demonstrators” and ‘Demonstrating Col- 
leges Abolished”. A lengthy talk of President Pak 
was published under the titles: ‘Conclusive Evidence 
of Anti-Government Underground Organization”, 
“Communist-Manipulated Manoeuvres to Disrupt 
Public Opinion”. The papers look threatening. Typical 
of them is the Seoul Shinmun which is under the direct 
control of the government. 

A headline “Student Demonstrators Bear Punish- 
ment from Five-Year Prison Term up to Death” is 
given perpendicular to the bannerline ‘Prohibit 
All Activities Relating to the National Federation of 
Youth and Students for Democracy, an Embryo of 
Underground United Front Organization for Red Re- 
unification”. Then, the title of “Attempt of Proletarian 
Revolution” was given to the speech of the spokesman 
of the Blue House. 

The current student movement is labelled as 
purely Red in the talk of the President who says, “In 
view of the latest indications of incipient illegal ac- 
tivities of the so-called united front for Red reunifi- 
cation, habitually practiced by the Communists in one 
corner of our society, I...’ It must be said that a 
radical change has been madein_ the judgment of 
the government, when we consider the fact that they 
dared not define the student movement as such in 
autumn last year. Resistance cannot but go under- 
ground now that one has to serve 15-year prison term 
for a wild rumour. Last autumn, too, such move- 
ment had brewed underground. It was not an 
overt movement undertaken with legal freedom. At 
that time, however, the action was considered as 
“reckless”, and “harming or jeopardizing national se- 
curity’. Now, they say that the latest action was star- 
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ted by ‘the underground organization for Red reunifi- 
cation”. Probably they are using more caustic fascist 
terms for the sake of their own security. 


Why in hell did they take such a terrible action 
on the night of the 8rd as proclaiming Emergency 
Measure No. 4? Nothing factual is reported but a fuss 
about frustrating an attempt of “people’s revolution”’. 
The investigation agency is in the habit of framing 
up charges of appalling crimes in order to repress and 
arrest those who criticize the government. And in the 
end they often find themselves in an awkward posi- 
tion because of the too false charges. Such being the 
case, the people do not believe the investigation ag- 
ency. And now, the government, the President him- 
self is using the same method. Certainly this shows 
how upset he is. Things have come to such a pass that 
the Pak regime now brands even criticism against 
itself as an “‘anti-Pak regime” plot or ‘“‘people’s re- 
volution”. Criticism against it is stigmatized as an 
attempt to overthrow the Republic of Korea. This is 
too cruel a method of repressing the unhappy people 
who are constantly threatened with the label of “Red” 
or “north”. Most of the people, however, does not 
believe it. 


What on earth was the National Federation of 
Youth and Students for Democracy? What did the 
students do and what was their declaration? My doubt 
as to these questions was cleared up a few days later. 
To begin with, the declaration was trustworthy. It 
was strongly worded and well-composed as shown by 
its title, “Declaration of the Masses, the Nation and 
Democracy”. The text begins with the following: 


The day is now breaking to herald the victory 
of democratic rights. The masses of the people 
who were suffering from terrorism, exploitation, 
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poverty, and destitution have again burst out into 
the street, casting off the chains of despair and 
tyranny. 


At the closing part, the declaration presents a 
six-point demand: 


I. 


Correct the economic policy bringing 
greater wealth to the corrupt, privileged 
families and punish at once the ringleader 
of the unjust, corrupt, and _ privileged 
band; 


. Ensure the minimum living cost for the 


working people, the prime mover for the 
progress of the national economy, by dra- 
stically cutting the taxes for the citizens 
or exempting them from taxation; 


. Abolish all evil laws of labour and ensure 


the freedom of labour movement; 


. Release atonce all the patriotic per- 


sonages who have been detained under 
national emergency, the January 8th 
emergency steps and others, and abolish 
the revitalization system and establish a 
genuine democratic system; 


. Dissolve at once the Central Intelligence 


Agency, the headquarters of repressive 
intelligence government; 


. Liquidate the dependent  anti-national 


economy and establish an independent 
economic system. 


Though the declaration as a whole presents a 
strong appeal, it has something of self-restraint and 
sober reasoning in contrast to the statement made last 


autumn. 
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The declaration says in conclusion: “We 


solemnly declare before history andthe nation that 
we will fight to the last man, to the last moment, 
until we satisfy our claims.” This is suggestive of the 
March First 1919 Declaration of Independence. Evi- 
dently the drafters of the declaration had in their 
minds the March First national declaration of in- 
dependence when they entitled it “the Declaration of 
the Masses, the Nation and Democracy”. This reveals 
how the contemporary resistants understand the re- 
ality and history. Has this declaration any wording or 
phrasing that suggests a united front for a “people’s 
revolution” or anything like that? What the declara- 
tion says reflects the thoughts and desires of all the 
south Koreans except a handful of tyrannical force. 
Can this be denied? It is run through with ardent, 
mature patriotism. 

The young man who had brought me the declara- 
tion was a student who was hiding himself from the 
eyes of the detectives. He pressed me with a question: 
“Isn't it the old trick of the tyrants to brand as Reds 
those who stand in their way of burglary?” 

The young man told me about what has happened 
so far, and then he added: 

“The Pak regime believed that the intelligence 
organization, repression, jailing, police escort, and 
torture, which had been stepped up since last year 
would provide it with complete security. They were 
proved futile. The Pak regime was greatly upset when 
it found that the people could rise against any repres- 
sion. Particularly because the latest action was highly 
organized. So the Pak regime made a great fuss, yel- 
ling about ‘Red’, ‘people’s revolution’, ‘death penalty’, 
even without heeding the consequences or the influ- 
ence from abroad. This shows that Pak Jung Hi him- 
self has gone mad. He will commit more of such 
overactions.”’ 
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A few words more to amplify his explanation of 
the organized action. The action was sparked at the 
Korean Theological College in mid-March. Let’s 
quote an introductory paragraph from the statement 
of the college issued in the name of its student so- 
ciety: 

At this critical moment when two of our belo- 
ved brothers, Pak Sang Hi and Pak Ju Hwan, are 
being punished in the court of man’s law amidst 
a forced silence, we, the students of the Korean 
Theological College, unable to repress our 
sympathy with these brothers in their human 
sufferings, notify the ruling authorities of our 
resentful determinations and claims before we 
condemn them for misgovernment. 


The outcry of those, who were jailed for having 
informed by letter the churches and believers through- 
out the country of the detention of eleven clergymen 
on January 27 last and for having appealed to take 
action for their release, is an outcry of the minimum 
of human ethics and conscience and a manifestation 
of religious brotherhood. 

The statement signed by the students of the 
Korean Theological College, 190 in all, demanded 
that the authorities give their reply by the afternoon 
of March 18. In conclusion the signatories fervently 
prayed to the God that should their demand be re- 
jected, they might be allowed “to act, in defiance of 
the intimidating letters, true to their faith in resurrec- 
tion and to make themselves paragons as the disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ, who would willingly give up their 
lives for their friends.” Two theological students are 
included among the eight students who were captured 
for their attempt to inform all the churches of the 
plight of the clergymen who had been arrested and 
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jailed for their statement against the January 8 
emergency measure. 

Later, seven more students were arrested in the 
same case, and the head of the students society took 
refuge. 

The spark thus stricken kindled flames in local 
districts. The first flame spurted from Kyongbuk 
University in Taegu, North Kyongsang Province 
which is the birthplace of Pak Jung Hi and the so- 
called stronghold of his forces. They say that Pak 
Jung Hi trembles with anger and fear when flames 
shoot up there. About 5,000 copies of the “Declaration 
for Democracy and National Salvation against Di- 
ctatorship” were scattered. The declaration begins 
with these sentimental words: “Spring has come in 
the mountains and fields. The ice has melted 
away. But why our south Korean society is frozen like 
this and is not going to melt away?” Nevertheless, 
it lengthily denounces the Pak regime and Japan 
more vehemently than any of the declarations hitherto 
made. 

The declaration was announced in the name of 
the Kyongbuk University’s Struggle Committee for 
Democracy and National Salvation against Dictator- 
ship. It evinces a resolution and then ends with the 
following words: 


We will struggle to the last until the dem- 
ands made in the above resolution are met. We 
propose to form a nationwide democratic students’ 
struggle organization and all-people joint strug- 
gle organization. 


It seems that later on the government was dis- 
posed to regard the proposal as the preliminary an- 
nouncement of “the so-called National Federation of 
Youth and Students for Democracy”. The flames of 
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the movement instantly spread to Chonnam Univer- 
sity in Kwangju, South Cholla Province. Then they 
crept up north to spread to the Catholic Sogang Col- 
lege in Seoul on March 29. Twelve students including 
three women students presented their declaration to 
the college authorities, and some 300 students staged 
a demonstration. It was the first student demonstra- 
tion after the enforcement of the January 8 emergency 
measure. 

Let me quote the first paragraph from the declar- 
ation of the Sogang College. 


Man’s dignity is of social nature. Freedom 
and equality are the basic principles of social life. 
That is why freedom and equality are man’s 
fundamental rights, and they are the only means 
of realizing truth and justice. Our forerunners 
tried to prove freedom and democracy to be the 
basic rights of us people early in the March First 
Revolution and later in the April 19th Revolution, 
and they paid much blood for it. Nevertheless, 
at present the government is repressing the fre- 
edom and rights of all the ruled in the name of 
the so-called revitalization, and is exhausting 
every means to drive the nation into terror for the 
sake of the continuation of the regime. 


The “resolution” is little different from others, 
because they represent the earnest desire of the people. 
It demands: 


To abrogate the Revitalized Constitution. 
To sweep away thecomprador capitalists. To 
release the arrested students. To ensure the fre- 
edom of speech. To guarantee economic parity. To 
repeal emergency measures. 
The government went on with its emergency 
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arrest with extreme tension. It tortured the arrested 
young people to make them confess to being the spies 
of the north. It even strove to wring a confession 
from them of making arms. Lots of students, their 
leaders in particular, were all taken to Namsan 
(where the CJA is located—Auth.). A man who had 
looked in at a cell on April 1 told me that he had seen 
more than 30 young people squatting down there. On 
April 1 a storm broke out among the students of the 
high schools such as the Kyonggi High School, but it 
was put down in no time. 

Then, April 3 came at last. A signal-fire was 
lighted by 500 students of the Medical College of Se- 
oul University. One hundred students of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Science shouted anti-Pak 
slogans, distributing a declaration. They were 
joined by 400 students of Songgyungwan Univer- 
sity. According to reports, it was an all-out upris- 
ing. In Koryo University, Seoul Women’s University, 
Methodist Seminary and Myongji University, too, 
there were demonstrations and distribution of decla- 
rations. The students shouted: “The fascist dictat- 
orial regime, get out.” And ‘the Declaration of the 
Masses, the Nation and Democracy” was read out and 
then distributed. Among the copies of the declaration, 
some were clearly typewritten and some others were 
mimeographed, with the characters written in a runn- 
ing hand. Some prints were not dated. They bore only 
“April”. They must have bcen unable to decide the day 
of action. 

Mobile police forces rushed in the Commercial 
College of Seoul University and attacked the students 
who were preparing for a dernonstration. Blood rained 
down from the heads of several students. The at- 
tackers destroyed everything they could lay their 
hands on. Large numbers of soldiers and policemen 
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were Stationed in each university. Everyone coming 
in and out was checked atits gate. They say that 
over 300 students have been arrested since the roundup 
began. A larger number of students are now ina 
hiding. 

Toward noon on the 3rd more than 40 students 
of Rihwa Women’s University flocked about the 
Chonggye-chon street. They must have been able to 
gather there as it was a bustling place. I hear that 
there was even a person who attempted suicide in that 
neighbourhood, but the truth is not known. Women 
students of the university were walked to a police 
station but they were released later. In the last part 
of ‘‘the Declaration of the Masses, the Nation and De- 
mocracy” the following notice is inserted as an 
“action program”. 


All the students and thecitizens in Seoul 
shall gather at the intersection of the public 
square before the City Hall and Chonggye-chon 
Street 5 at 2 p.m. today. 


When the time came, the public square before the 
City Hall was crowded with thousands of people. They 
were not the young people full of determination, but 
the policemen, the CIA men, mobile troops and the 
homeland reserve forces. They were keeping their 
sharp eyes on, with their teeth clenched. They were 
protected by armed vehicles. At last about 10 students 
of Rihwa Women’s University turned up and walked 
back and forth arm in armin front of the City Hall, 
only to disappear in notime. The projected large- 
scale demonstration on the public square before the 
City Hall did not go off. The simultaneous uprising in 
which 10 universities and 3 high schools were said to 
have taken part has thus come to an end, and the days 
of sufferings from retaliation by violence began. 
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People say that the government put a “com- 
munism’”’ label on the movement and is using atroci- 
ous torture under the pretext of rounding up the 
“Reds”. The young man who talked with me concluded 
his words with the following: 

“The National Federation of Youth and Students 
for Democracy is a provisional name _ used for the 
declaration. There was no such a permanent organi- 
zation. It is true that they were in touch with each 
other to do something in April, the month of revolu- 
tion. As to the Christian students, the time coincided 
with Passion Week and Easter. April is so splendid 
a month. We didn’t expect to win under such a dread- 
ful situation. But, we wanted to show that justice and 
conscience would surely win over violence someday 
no matter how stern the situation. Branding this as 
the action of an anti-state underground organization 
for reunification through communization and for peo- 
ple’s revolution under instructions from _ the north, 
Pak Jung Hi is bawling and squalling in the van that 
he has secured even the decisive evidence of it. Telling 
this barefaced, hollow lie to which none of the people 
gives credit, how are they going to save the situation? 
it will be an interesting sight to see.” 

At present the government, nay, Pak Jung Hi 
himself is working hard toexplain and justify pre- 
sidential emergency measure No. 4 which authorizes 
him to put people to death and even to order the aboli- 
tion of schools. Pak loses no opportunity to emphasize 
the lawfulness and validity of the measure. At the 
joint meeting of the government and the party in 
power, held on April 4, he pointed out: 


“Many educational personnel and the leaders 
of the campus informed me individually and unof- 
ficially of the fact that communist elements have 
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been infiltrating into the campus since long ago.... 
There may be also the persons who are under 
the false impression that ‘emergency measure No. 
4’ is an expedient to cope with the general school 
situation. But anyone who has seen the so-called 
Communists’ strategy of united front in our co- 
untry since August 15 liberation will find that it 
is a gross misunderstanding, not an_ illusion.” 


Then, he explained tediously what is called the 
‘Communists’ strategy of united front. People smiled 
a grim smile, taking it that he might know it well 
because he had been a Red and turned his coat. On 
the 6th, too, he gave an address of instructions to the 
Homeland Reserve Forces. He said: “Disorder and 
disunity will bring the southward invasion upon our- 
selves, so we will grind them to dust.” But there must 
have been something that made him uneasy. I hear 
that he invited 30 men of the Homeland Reserve For- 
ces to the Blue House and told them: “In spite of the 
fact that the north Korean Communists are watching 
a chance for an armed provocation, there are people 
who consider it commonplace, as the government has 
repeatedly warned against it.” And he added: “This 
precisely is what we must guard against.” 

He seems to doubt of the effect of his crying wolf 
with which he has tormented the people. Does this 
mean he really think that a repeated lie may make one 
believe it? On the 10th of this month, too, he said at 
the graduation ceremony of the naval academy: since 
the north “is more and more undisguised in its ambi- 
tion for armed invasion, we must secure strong com- 
bat strength capable of foiling an armed provocation 
at a blow if it starts.’ His manner of speaking re- 
minds one of the eve of war. 

Listening to the radio, one can hardly repress a 
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sardonic smile. The “Broadcasts toward the north” 
sayin atome of sneer that it should stop such a fo- 
olish act as of trying to make a “people’s revolution” 
with the formation of an underground organization. 
Of course, these broadcasts are intended rather for 
the people in the south than for the north. 


TORMENTS OF CONSCIENCE 


Judging from his mentality, President Pak is not 
likely to desist from the tyranny he has escaladed up 
to this point. Where will his terrorist rule lead to, if 
it is further aggravated? No one believes that the st- 
atus quo can be maintained by keeping hundreds of 
young people in penal servitude for 10 or 15 years and 
under the threat of death. Drastic medicine has been 
overdosed. Pak Jung Hi will have ever-increasing 
symptoms of monomaniac, andthe ailment of the 
privileged circle will also grow more Serious. 

The United States is warning the Pak regime 
which advertises that war between north and south is 
imminent. Pak will stop at nothing toremain in 
power. If necessary, he will provoke the north. What, 
then, will be the reaction of the north? No prudence 
and self-restraint can be expected both from the north 
and from the south. Pak Jung Hi is engrossed in 
home politics to strengthen his power, giving no heed 
to the world. 

In an age like this the conscience of the nation 
is anguished and people with a keen sense of justice 
are Stirred to the feeling of martyrdom. In the years 
of Japanese rule, too, a grim ‘death wish” evoked 
sympathy from among the independence campaigners 
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in exile who were completely disappointed of their 
hopes for the liberation of their homeland from claws 
of the invaders. So they had recourse to terrorism or 
other acts of suicide. If the mass movement in south 
Korea is finally blocked up, there may remain only 
two alternatives—terrorism or martyrdom. The go- 
vernment, too, is worrying about it. The students did 
not expect that they could succeed easily in the recent 
demonstration. In order for them to be successful, the 
armed forces, even when they are mobilized, must 
break with the government and come over to the 
masses as in the April 19 Uprising. The Pak regime 
avoids in every way army’s involvement in its repres- 
sion; itis only augmenting the mobile police forces 
designed for the repression of a demonstration, moder- 
nizing their arms and combat power. If the army does 
not take part in the revolution, terrorism will proba- 
bly be the only way of resistance, for guerrilla tactics 
can also be said to have reached the critical point. 

There was apicture show at achapel hour in 
Rihwa Women’s University on April 3. Under cover 
of darkness a written statement was distributed. When 
the light was turned on, an attempt was made to read 
it out, but forestalled. Similar guerrilla tactics was 
also employed at Yonse. University on April 1 at a 
reception held in honour of the freshmen. One man 
took the platform and began to read a written  state- 
ment. Those around him tried to stop him. But he 
took out a knife and threatened to kill himself. He was 
encircled in the end and held in check, but the poised 
knife missed his heart and injured his arm. Blood 
was running as he was taken away. Maybe this is a 
transition from the guerrilla tactics to martyrdom or 
a combination of the two. Somehow I feel we are 
entering an appalling age. 

Ham, ambassador to the United States, who has 
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always been slandering Christianity while professing 
himself to be a Christian, is said to have lately been 
working hard to explain the horrible determination of 
the Pak regime, the crisis in its relation with the north, 
and the reason for its existence to the high-ranking 
officials of the Nixon Administration. Reportedly he is 
stressing that the current mass resistance is nothing 
but a manipulation by a handful of “malcontent ele- 
ments” and “Communist elements”, and that the cri- 
tical Christians in particular are encouraged by the 
sympathy of the United States and its churches. It is 
also said that he is openly stating that the Pak regime 
cannot be lenient now, though it was lenient as was 
the case with pastor Pak Hyong Gyu who distributed 
anti-government leaflets at the Easter Day service in 
April 1973 and with the students arrested for the de- 
monstration last autumn. He is said to have declared 
that there would be no more concession of that kind 
since the masses took it as the weakness of the Pak 
regime. 

The American who told it to a friend of mine 
probably meant to warn the south Korean Christians. 
But the friend, I was told, just remarked, “That is 
why we say this is an age of martyrdom.” Will the 
Christians choose a thorny path for the years ahead as 
they did under the Japanese rule? A small number of 
people may follow this path but they will enjoy the 
hearty support of many more people who lack that 
courage. Such an era has already come. The over- 
whelming majority of those in jail are said to be 
Christians. This is why “anti-government” does not 
always imply “Red”. Then the government cooks up 
an excuse by defining them as “unconscious sympa- 
thizers.” 

On the occasion of the anniversary of the March 
1919 Independence Movement all public meetings 
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were said to have been wrecked with the ex- 
ception of the commemoration services held by 
young churchgoers. And the young Christian repre- 
sentatives were taken away by the police. Meantime, 
a joint service was forced by the government to de- 
nounce the north. A certain person deplored that 
though there had been government-sponsored demon- 
strations, the government-manipulated joint service 
was the first of its kind in the 100-year-long history 
of Korean churches. But the churches are said to have 
resisted by boycotting the delivery of nearly all the 
“invitation cards” that the CIA had issued to the chur- 
chgoers against their will allegedly to help them in 
their service. Nowadays, clergymen and other Christi- 
ans have their houses often searched or are given the 
sack. Of course, such flocks as “Explo-74” are under 
special protection. They plan to hold an assembly cal- 
led “Explo-74”—“Explosion of Holy Spirit”’—in Se- 
oul in August this year. The man who is former prime 
minister and chairman of the present national as- 
sembly has been installed as the advisor to this as- 
sembly. He is notorious for so many acts of injustice 
committed during the Korean war as the Army Chief of 
Staff. In 1970 there occurred a mysterious murder of 
the so-called “weird woman of south Korea,” Chong In 
Suk by name. Strange to say, he, the then Prime Mini- 
ster, made a fuss by declaring himself to be the father 
of her bereaved child. Being an infamous man of im- 
morality, he meant to appeal to the people to heap all 
the blame for it on himself and forgive him. Needless 
to say, he is still a mainstay in the Pak regime. The 
Christian who had told me about these things said 
to the Japanese Christians as follows: 

“It is said that respectable Christians are coming 
to attend the meeting both from the United States and 
Japan. The south Korean churches are undergoing 
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such a trying ordeal. But those Christians, I am told, 
hold that the Pak regime has never hampered a di- 
vine service, while saying that they are little intere- 
sted in such a sort of thing as the imprisonment of 
people on charge of their political activities to restore 
democracy. They even say that the Pak regime is help- 
ing the churches and that the government has offered, 
out of special courtesy, the spacious building site for 
Mr. Kim Jun Gon’s hall where the ‘Explo-74’ is to be 
held and has given assistance to the construction of 
the 12-storeyed building. 

“Reverend Kim says that the ROK government 
has good aspects as well as bad points. He says it 
is no good to politicize religious belief. Maybe what 
he means is that criticism of misgovernment and resi- 
stance to outrages on conscience are unreligious. He 
seems to shut his eyes to the Old Testament which is 
full of stories on belief developing to political resist- 
ance.” 

J cannot forget what this Christian spoke indign- 
antly. Should Mr. Kim have said that the rule of 
Japanese and Hitler “had good aspects as well as bad 
points” and followed them if he had been in their days? 
In fact many Christians did it in those days. Only a 
small number of people fought against the massacre 
of Jews by Hitler and the forced worship of Japanese 
Shinto shrines. Wasn’t their path right? And yet, 
good-natured American and Japanese Christians are 
now going to affirm the Pak regime which is “bene- 
volent enough to give the freedom of religion,” and 
to extend their support indirectly to its manoeuvres 
to split churches. Both Hitler and the Japanese rulers 
were merciful masters in that they did not disturb the 
religious services oi those obedient ‘faceless belie- 
vers” .... Will this Christian friend of mine who 
said this, too, be a man in the age of martyrdom tre- 
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ading lonely the religious path? In conclusion he said 
in a low voice: 


“T don’t think Iam ‘a grain of barley.’ I wish I 
could be a handful of manure. Our battle against the 
demon may end in failure. But we will serve as ma- 
nure, though invisible, to promote the development of 
history.” 

I was moved to tears. Certainly the era of mar- 
tyrdom is opening. The entire nation is making a 
sacrifice. Some are dedicating even their lives. 
Emergency measure No. 4 is not the final repressive 
measure. It is intolerable more than anything else 
that comrades and fellow students are in jail. On 
April 11, the students of the Chonnam University in 
Kwangju, South Cholla Province, rose up again and 
twelve were arrested. Seoul University students were 
also reported to have been arrested for an attempted 
demonstration. But details are not available. Surveil- 
lance is terrifying. Torture is severe. The rumour is 
circulating that a woman student has been tortured 
to death. | 


It is no exaggeration to say that this is the be- 
ginning of martyrdom. In Taegu a worker committed 
suicide on January 22 this year. He died the death in 
protest. In April last year he lost three fingers at an 
iron works where he was working. Indemnity for it was 
only 50,000 won. He is said to have sold out his hou- 
sehold effects and spent more than 150,000 won for 
medical treatment. Worse still, he was given the sack. 
He complained of it and barely managed to return 
to his workplace. But he was treated asa nui- 
sance. The only thing he could do was to protest by 
death. 


The government, which is so indifferent to such 
a miserable plight, makes a show of merciful policy 
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once ina while. Today’s paper carries an afrti- 
cle on the arrest of the director and the factory 
chief of a knitting mill. It was headlined, ‘Two 
Thousand Won a Month for Eleven-Hour Working 
Day”. This was the balance left after deducting the 
alleged food cost and the like from the pay. Notewor- 
thy is the fact that 47 per cent of the employees of this 
mill receive this much. How could a believer with 
conscience, a young man with the sense of justice 
and patriotic spirit, refrain from resisting it? In cont- 
rast, the rich people who can afford dwelling houses 
fitted up with escalators fence around the man of 
power. 

Let me talk about what happened on the 9th this 
month. At the morning prayer meeting in the Yong- 
rak Church, one of the largest churches in Seoul, a 
believer with a bible and ahymnal in his hand, 
burnt himself to death after sprinkling thinner over 
his body. According to his friend, the police said, he 
must have killed himself because his lady-love ‘“‘chan- 
ged her mind.” But an investigation showed that just 
before he set fire, he loudly shouted, ‘Pak Jung Hi, 
retire! Do away with the revitalization system!” The 
police and the CJA besieged the church in no time and 
forbade the attendants to talk about it. Afraid of the 
church’s counteraction, they promptly threw out a st- 
rict cordon and sent tax-office clerks, who started in- 
specting the books of the church. This is a trick they 
oiten play on enterprises, newspapers or other organi- 
zations to repress them. After examination they invent 
something. Then they extort a pledge to obedience 
before they show leniency. I was told that this was the 
first trick they played on a church. 

“Political suicide” is much talked about. Some 
thirty persons got together to mourn over the death at 
the humble funeral. The elder brother of the dead man 
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was a clergyman. People say that at the funeral this 
brother said that he was not sure of the reason for the 
suicide and that his brother had been patriotic and 
national. And he added: “I believe he will resurrect 
spiritually and physically. The motive of his death 
will be made clear in the future. Even now it is known 
to those who are dedicated to their cause.” It is said 
that he must have left a suicide-note. Under instruc- 
tions from the authorities the Yongrak Church made 
a public announcement that he wasn’t a Christian, 
that the motive of his death was not clear, and that 
there was no note he left behind. Being rich, this 
church has always been criticized for its submissive- 
ness and inability to take a concerted brave action. 

An American friend confirmed my information on 
the “political suicide.” He told me that the young peo- 
ple he met said, “The fight with the Pak regime will 
probably dragon.” They also said: ‘The struggle 
against Japanese rule lasted nearly forty years. The 
emergency measures will continue at least until No. 
10 is issued.” 

They must not be too optimistic; they need pru- 
dence, patience and wisdom in their forward move- 
ment. It is certain that none of the people believes 
that things have cometo anend with arrest and 
torture under the emergency measure which provides 
for “even capital punishment”. Rather, they think that 
the “struggle of the masses” or the “crumbling of the 
regime” has just started. Perhaps they all share the 
mixed feelings of unrest and hope. Recovery of the 
Pak regime is impossible. Violence will add to 
violence, and eventually lead to the point of explosion. 
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A MASTER OF “CREATION” 
May 1974 Dispatch 


Almost every day young people are walked off to 
the CIA or police stations without warrant as “provi- 
ded” for in the presidential emergency measure. Some 
get back home and some don’t. Before being let off, 
they are put to torture and forced to write a pledge 
that they will never take part in the resistance move- 
ment again. Of course, they have to make a written 
oath that they will keep dumb on what happened to 
them in the CIA. Therefore, those who have been set 
free are greatly tormented with self-reproach. 

Out of such a sense of defeat a certain university 
named its spring festival the “festival of fools”, where 
“Jesus and Satan” were discussed. Whenever they 
héar about their arrested colleagues, the students 
outside have a stronger feeling of self-abuse. 

“They say, when somebody was asked to tell his 
opinion about the recent report on the plot to estab- 
lish a worker-peasant government, he replied tersely 
that it’s a lie, and, for this, got a sound thrashing.” 

“Each one covers his colleagues, claiming that 
the responsibility lies with himself.” 

“A certain leader is holding out, saying: ‘The 
strong will get stronger and the weak weaker.’ ” 

“When Professor X was told to make the students 
desist from politics, he replied that they would decide 
it themselves as they are grown-ups. Then he is 
said to have stated that he was only concerned about 
better education of them as human beings and as 
Koreans.” 
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Along with these news, horrible stories are heard. 

“T hear a death sentence has already been execu- 
ted. Concluding his Easter message, Cardinal Kim 
Su Hwan asked in English: ‘What do you say about 
the dead girl of 25 years old?’ He meant the death of 
the girl friend of a Seoul University student who 
anticipated arrest by flight. She was pressed to tell 
his whereabouts, but could not, because she really 
did not know them. Nevertheless she was brutally 
tortured to death.” 


“Not only so. They say she was stripped naked 
and violated before she was killed. The faithful ex- 
amining officials go unscathed even if they commit a 
rape. Because even this is regarded as a process of 
examination.” 


“The torture rooms have doctors. This is not for 
preventing death but for erasing the marks of torture. 
And it is intended to apply torture in such a way as to 
leave its traces within the body so that one may die 
some time after his release. They believe that no 
trouble may arise if the tortured die one or two years 
later.” 


“In the CIA scores of students are forced to kneel 
down on the chairs facing the wall. Pointed guns 
threaten them not to turn their faces. They are not 
allowed to doze or sleep at night. So they collapse 
senseless to the ground in the end.” 


‘As soon as one enters the torture room, it is 
said, he is caught in the rain of clubs flying out from 
all sides, although there is no one in the room but 
him.” 

Probably the Pak regime gives its torture and 
terrorism the latest appearance. I want to appeal to 
the whole world for this state of affairs. It is often the 
case that electric torture makes one betray his weak- 
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ness. But, is it proper to simply call him a “turncoat’’? 
It is improper to call so particularly for those who 
have never taken part in such an action. In this “age 
of torture technique” it might be necessary to show 
special leniency to them. Incase one is unable to 
overcome his weakness and submits, he has no other 
way but to beg pardon and start again with new 
energy. Of course, there may be people who bear up 
against torture to the end. 

The response of the masses to such a State of 
affairs is quite unusual. In the bus, for example, they 
get angry ata trifling thing and shout loudly. And 
they start cursing: “Damn this world!” This is how 
the suffering masses resist. Besides, they often make 
cynical remarks, saying: “There is nothing to worry 
about because that gentleman knows well everything 
and does it for us.” Whatis more, the word ‘death 
penalty” is now on the tongues of general public. Let 
me cite a passage of an essay published in a news- 
paper, for instance. It is a dialogue of middle-school 
boys on their teacher, a graduate of Seoul University. 


“Don’t be noisy. That fellow isa graduate of 
Seoul University.” “You don’t say Seoul Univer- 
sity is the highest, do you? If you run riot again, 
you shall suffer the death penalty.” “Death pen- 
alty? It’s a nice thing.” One can hardly make out 
the meaning of this passage. 


It is said that one might be put to death if he 
criticizes politics or talks of it even a little. So, it is 
only natural that the word “death penalty” is much 
in vogue. At least 90 per cent of the people, so to speak, 
are exchanging rumors, thinking that they may be con- 
demned to death. The longer the Pak regime subsists, 
the more such “vicious criminals” will appear. At the 
same time the aspect of their crimes will become 
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worse. The military prison is not limited to the jails 
where the “criminals” to be brought before the mili- 
tary tribunal are confined. The whole of south Korean 
society is a military prison for the condemned crimi- 
nals. 

Both the military trial and the military prison are 
above and outside the law. They are an atelier of 
“creation”, where crimes are fabricated. Communists 
have to be faked up before everything else. It is said 
that the overwhelming majority of the arrested are 
the persons related to Christianity. Apparently most 
of the funds for the recent movement were drawn 
from that source. They say that even though a fund- 
raising campaign is undertaken, one cannot have a 
hand in it because there is, in fact, the possibility of 
being accused of receiving “money from the north”. 
I wonder how they succeed in labelling those people 
related to Christianity as “Reds”. Actually, the stu- 
dents carry their conversation to the following extent: 

“Hey, attend church first and then demonstrate.” 

“If you don’t go to church, you will be marked as 
a ‘Red.’” 

This is because non-Christians are at once brand- 
ed as “Reds”. But it cannot be said that this Christi- 
anity is immune from the accusation of “Red” these 
days. For there are “Reds” even among the pastors, 
and one is liable to be involved unconsciously in the 
strategy and tactics of the “Red”. It has so far been 
possible to make resistance in a “castle” called Christi- 
anity. But even this is said to be no longer tolerated. 
And one is only permitted to use the single formula 
that the “anti-Pak” plot is that of the “spies from the 
north”, the “plot to overthrow the ore of Korea 
upon the directive of the north”. 

However, the masses will not take the Christian 
churches so lightly as the Pak regime does. They will 
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keep entertaining expectations of church. When stu- 
dents were arrested in the Catholic Sogang College 
an American father performed a fast. On April 15, 
too, some 400 leaflets reading “Pak Jung Hi, resign!” 
were scattered in the Protestant Yonse University in 
the name of the chairman of the General Students Co- 
uncil. There was a small-scale demonstration the fol- 
lowing day. And about 50 students were arrested in 
their classrooms. Professors deplored, and declared 
that they could not repress their indignation at the 
devastation of lecture rooms. 

The Pak regime invited some dozens of US Con- 
gressmen belonging to the hawk group. It did so in 
the hope that they would have an understanding of its 
present situation and give support to it. The Pak 
regime brandished before them its only weapon— 
“communist infiltration”, “spy” affairs and the ‘mi- 
litary menace of the north”. Then they jabbered that 
they were obliged to establish a democracy suited to 
such a situation and that they were burning with an 
enthusiasm for realizing a broad democracy in a more 
favourable situation in future. But, they failed to 
obtain a desired result. Wherever the Americans went, 
they spoke without reserve, and this put the Pak 
regime’s top-notch servitors on a bed of thorns. One 
of them even warned that the American Christians 
would not remain passive spectators at the persecu- 
tion of the Korean Christians. Now, the Pak regime 
feels the need to display abroad a sort of freedom and 
progress of Christianity in south Korea. They are go- 
ing to invite “religionists” from America and Japan, 
while performing a queer show called “Explo-74”. It 
is said that 6,000 persons will come from America and 
3,000 from Japan. A church leader expressed his view 
on the Pak regime’s future policy towards Christianity 
as follows: 
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“They might break up the churches and bribe 
more of noted persons. And they might isolate those 
who hold that faith demands participation in politics. 
In the end, they might cut off the bonds between the 
Korean and the world churches.” 

I remember what a foreigner told when a govern- 
ment official begged him to understand the position 
of south Korea. He replied shortly: “I will just tell the 
truth when I’m back home.” I called to mind the 
words of Cardinal Kim: “Please, offer a prayer, and 
let us have objective informations about south Korea.” 
The Pak regime considers that it is high time to sever 
such moral support from foreign countries. Moral 
judgement is the very thing the Pak regime is most 
afraid of at home and abroad. It is because Mr. Pak 
Jung Hi himself is well aware that his regime is an 
out-and-out terrorist apparatus hardened with crimes. 

The arrest case of the two Japanese students 
must be understood in this light. It is, above all, desi- 
ened to give a blow to the unabated criticism of the 
Japanese press on the Pak regime. It is intended to 
retaliate on those who wrote against Pak as well as 
on the mass communications and, at the same time, 
to see that such a thing shall not occur again. Frankly 
speaking, the CIA and the Ministry of Culture and In- 
formation have been working hard to hunt out and 
crush the source of these “reports from south Korea”. I 
often hear about their movement through my friends. 
(It is true that at present there is a_ greater 
danger of being detected.) They think that they have 
in a way succeeded in suppressing the Japanese mass 
communications by dealing a blow at Asahi Shimbun. 
There must be some reason for that. Yet, the Pak 
regime is very much irritated at the fact that the 
Japanese mass communications do not keep complete 
silence. 
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The Pak regime has not the slightest intention to 
stop its wicked acts. It only thinks that those fellows 
who paint it in dark colors are shameless. It believes 
everything will go well if criticism and denunciation 
are silenced both at home and abroad. It has gone so 
far as to say that the Japanese Red army, together 
with the Korean students, is trying to overthrow it. 
There is no probability of such a thing. Its aim is to 
isolate the two arrested students from the national 
sentiment of Japan. Meanwhile, the Japanese govern- 
ment may be considering their case to be a matter of 
great annoyance. As it thinks of economic profit first, 
the Japanese government may insist that the rela- 
tions between Japan and south Korea must not be ag- 
eravated under any circumstances. Aren’t they think- 
ing that the “foolish” Japanese who express sympathy 
more or less for the democratic force of south Korea 
are letting them down? J am sure the Japanese politi- 
cal forces, at least, which manage their affairs in 
concert with the south Korean government, with the 
CIA in particular, think so. A CIA man told me: 

“The Japanese government might not be officially 
informed of the recent incident. But it is usual with 
partners to take up matters by advance arrangements. 
That’s the Japanese politics.” 

It might be said that the south Korean people, on 
their part, have come to feel acontempt for Japan 
through the progress of the recent arrest case of the 
Japanese. They have further confirmed their impres- 
sion of Japan which they obtained at the time of the 
Kim Dae Jung incident when the adhesion between the 
Japanese and south Korean governments and the weak 
attitude of the former were exposed. Do they really 
set the human rights and the people at naught? Do 
they think of nothing but the profit of enterprise? 

If the two Japanese gave money and other articles 
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to the students they must have fallen into a snare. 
We are talking that if some fellows readily got them, 
they were probably the students bribed by the CIA. 
This spring, the CIA made thoroughgoing prepara- 
tions to denounce a student incident as that of the 
“Reds” in case it occurs. The students had an inkling 
of it, so they on no occasion wanted to receive suspi- 
cious money, particularly money from Japan. The CIA 
made public that 100,000 leaflets had been prepared. 
But, the students replied that their mimeograph could 
print only 300 or so. The so-called “Red” leaflets 
bearing vehement slogans were scattered by mysteri- 
ous characters. They were said to have delivered 
handbills, making a round of high schools. If it is 
true, it must have been the work of nondescripts. How 
can one do such a thing openly when even the under- 
ground liaison is detected? Many high-school students 
were confused as they received handbills to be distri- 
buted before the eyes of policemen or at the police- 
boxes. 

Such is the Pak regime’s “Red agitation”. The two 
Japanese students were involved in this plan and, 
internally all those who had been previously convicted 
of having unsound ideas were linked up with this case. 
The two Japanese were thus branded as the revolution- 
aries working for the “overthrow of Pak Jung Hi” in 
defence of the international communist line. All this 
was done according to a prearranged plan. Of late, 
the Pak regime has cooked up various mysterious spy 
cases and spread a report that the anti-Pak campaign 
is conducted by orders from the north to overthrow 
the Republic of Korea. The results of investigation on 
the April 3case have not yet been made public. 
Apparently, they are spending time in “creation,” that 
is, in fabricating a lot of “spy cases”. How can the 
people at home, the people of foreign countries in par- 
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ticular, get the objective information when the Pak 
regime is one-sidedly fabricating cases and every ex- 
pression excepting that uttered by the Pak regime is 
being repressed under the threat of death penalty? God 
only knows, I would say. 

In these circumstances, the Pak regime declares 
arrogantly that it can in no way be overthrown by the 
strength of the students, that there is no need to ex- 
tract a nerve any longer because of the students, 
and that the suppression of the students is now over. 
It makes no scruple of saying that the Christian beli- 
evers are embarrassing as they have the spirit of 
martyrdom, but, if many of the churches were put to 
silence, such an act will become aridicule. And it 
says that only the voices of criticism abroad make it 
uneasy- But, does it really feel so much at ease? Even 
a master-hand has the worry of failure, much more is 
it the case with Pak Jung Hi who cannot give credit 
even to his staff members. And the practice of martyr- 
dom continues under the irritable tyrant, a fool. 

Hosts of people are being arrested secretly. Many 
students are still in hiding. Even a prize is offered 
for the search of a student of Rihwa Women’s Univer- 
sity. At midnight a surprise raid was made upon the 
dormitory of the girl students, but she was not there. 
They began to make domiciliary visits on foreigners. 
It happened one early morning. All sorts of searchers 
including the Homeland Reserve Forces surrounded 
the area stretching one mile along the Chonggye- 
chon Street, a slum quarter, and started a concerted 
search for a student. But, fortunately enough, the 
search went awry that day. 

Here is an episode. A student, together with a 
professor who heads the university’s student section, 
got in a taxi to surrender voluntarily. On their way, 
the taxi was encircled by CIA men, members of the 
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Public Security Headquarters and policemen. Then, it 
is said, there was a big quarrel among them over a 
matter of who would get the credit for that “bag”. 
What a despicable thing it is! As seen above, making 
a fool of the people is probably. what the Pak regime 
has in view. Because it is impossible for them to rule 
over the people unless they are stupid. The noble spirit 
of resisting it is wandering about on the tenor of the 
distressful human life. A professor told me: 

“Suppose I am called into counsel by a student 
who strenuously insists on resistance. I have to per- 
suade him to give it up and at the same time, report 
him to the authorities. Otherwise, I shall go to the 
scaffold, for the student may be an agent of the CIA. 
We can no longer be the educators.” 


AT THE BOTTOM OF SILENCE 


In all respects, it is an exaggeration to say that 
the April 3 incident was a “plot to establish a work- 
er-peasant regime’. There is an army 600,000 strong 
as well as the US armed forces, and yet it is alleged 
that the barehanded students plotted to set up a work- 
er-peasant regime. Is south Korea so weak a state? 

_ There is no such a fool as to believe that power 
can be seized by the students or some people. The 
students were filled with a stronger tragic resolution. 
If there ever was anything they had expected from 
the recent incident, it was no more than the proclama- 
tion of martial law. And, if things went well, they 
hoped, conscientious armymen would drive out Pak 
Jung Hi instead of turning their guns against the 
people as in the time of the April 19 Uprising. The 
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south Koreans consider this to be the only strong pos- 
sibility. The Pak regime is aware of this better than 
anyone else. That is why it has strongly fortified the 
area between the frontline and Seoul, to say nothing 
of the presidential residence, in order to keep its own 
army at bay. And itis trying hard to cope with the 
Situation by means of the so-called presidential 
emergency measures, avoiding to the utmost the sta- 
tioning of troops under martial law. 

In the recent fabrication, no mention was made 
of the people’s “aspiration”, that is, the rising of the 
army to overthrow the Pak regime. The students, toc, 
must have manifested it in their strategy, but it was 
not touched upon at all. Only the “worker-peasant te- 
gime” was reiterated. Anti-communist education #s 
being intensified and widely used in repressing the 
people. One of my Amcrican friends told me an intere- 
sting story, substantiating the above fact. In his lecta- 
re given in the United States the south Korean ambas- 
sador to the United States said that under the com- 
munist menace south Korea had no choice but to 
follow the road the Pak regime is now walking along. 
This word of his might have had an effect on the 
Americans who have a naive anti-communist notion 
in their minds. But, when the subject of his speech 
was drifted to the army, he made the following 
tongueslip while justifying the emergency measures: 

“Tt is also on account of the army that the emerg- 
enicy measures were taken. There is no telling what 
a misfortune will take place if martial law is pro- 
claimed and troops are brought in. The United States 
wants us to reduce the armed force by 100,000 but the 
military authorities won’t consent to it.” 

But an American retorted: 

“You are emphasizing stability maintained by 
law and order, when things have come to such a pass 
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where the students and people can hardly be ruled over 
without taking the emergency measures under which 
anyone critical of the government is liable to death. 
We were believing that the Pak regime had a tight 
grip on the army. But you have said that it is troubled 
with the army, unable to control it. Then, by what 
means will the Pak regime maintain law and order 
and save the situation incase of emergency? Is it 
coing to bring in even Japanese troops for that task? 

“No, it isn't”, replied the ambassador, quite em- 
barrassed. Such disccncertment is precisely what lies 
at the bottom of the power politics of the Pak regime. 
At times it gives rise to superfluous disturbances about 
spies. “Anti-communism” is made asynonym of 
‘‘nro-Pak”. Therefore, if a person gives anti-com- 
munist utterance, people call him a “bribed agent” of 
the government. On the 14th, too, the newspapers 
highlighted the “‘self-surrender of a spy”. The CIA for- 
ced him to spcak what it wished to, at a press in- 
terview. This is what he said: 


The north has changed its orientation for st- 
ruggle. Jt now intends to form a united front by 
rousing the anti-Japanese sentiment, develop it 
into an organized, all-people movement and throw 
society into confusion before overthrowing the 
government. The north had regarded the struggle 
of the “National Federation of Youth and Students 
for Demccracy” as a revolutionary struggle se- 
cond to the April 19 Uprising, but it now feels 
grieved at its failure. 

It attributes the failure to the unsuccessful 
enlistment of students, workers, peasants and 
noncomprador capitalists as well as to the use of 
political slogans such as “Down with the Govern- 
ment” and “Oppose the Revitalized System”. It 
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has given a new directive as to demanding from 
now on the “release of the arrested students” and 
the “autonomy and liberalization of campus” 


Here, too, not a single word is uttered about the 
army. The Pak regime alleges, through the mouth of 
the so-called “spy of the north”, that not only all the 
movements of the students but also the anti-Japanese 
movement have so far been conducted under the inst- 
ructions from the north. It also wants to put the label 
of ‘instructions from the north” even on such dem- 
ands as the “release of the arrested students” and the 
“freedom of campus” which seem too mild to incur a 
capital punishment even according to the emergency 
measures. It tries to associate all movements other 
than those directed by itself with the north. This is 
what the Pak regime has up its sleeve. 

Hence, Christian churches might have found 
themselves compelled to take up an anti-Japanese is- 
sue. It might be from that motive that some time ago 
churchwomen raised a protest against employment 
discrimination by the Hitachi Company in Japan. 
Theirs was a campaign aimed at showing maternal 
affection for the young Koreans in Japan who are un- 
able to get a job. It instantly spread to the Young Wo- 
men’s Christian Association, the Churchwomen’s As- 
sociation and the Federation of Female Franchise- 
holders. Its flames reached even to such local areas as 
Pusan and Kwangju. So, the CIA let the “spy of the 
north” say that the north intends “to rouse the anti- 
Japanese sentiment to form a united front”, unfold an 
“all-people movement”, throw society into confusion 
and thus overthrow the government. However, even 
the self-willed CIA could not say openly to the church- 
women that their campaign was directed by the north. 
It only asked them to address that sort of protest 
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through the government whenever they had to make 


it. 


I was greatly amazed when I heard many things 


from a cadre of the Kumsong Company of south Ko- 


rea 


which keeps in touch with CIA men and the 


Hitachi Company. The following is the outline of 
what he said: 
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Japanese Christians placed an anti-Pak ad- 
vertisement in The New York Times. This isa 
shocking event. The advertisement charge must 
have come from the Reds. Like this, in Japan 
Reds are active in broad spheres. Therefore, for 
the Liberal Democratic Party to win in the elec- 
tion to the House of Councilors of Japan in July 
there must not arise an anti-Japanese movement 
in south Korea. 

After a long negotiation with the Hitachi 
Company an agreement has been reached on 
building a large cast-ironware factory on a vast 
plot of ground for joint running. So, I hope a con- 
cession will be made so that there will be no 
trouble. But, for my part, I am very much wor- 
ried about the inroad of Japanese enterprises. 
The south Korean side is said to represent over 
50 per cent of capital, but it actually holds 10 or 
20 per cent at best. It is agreed that a south Ko- 
rean assumes the presidency of such a company, 
but the real master is a Japanese manager-direc- 
tor. All the employees know this. When it brings 
in goods from Japan, a flight of foreign currency 
amounts to 30 per cent at least. The Japanese 
government, too, would rather prefer the main- 
tenance of this kind of system. It is natural that 
the students should resist. 


According to press reports, Hitachi finally 


admits its racial discrimination and deeply apologizes 
to the Koreans in Japan for it. It is expected to take 
a responsible, concrete measure against the recurrence 
of such racial discrimination in the future. What does 
it mean by the concrete measure? Does it mean that it 
will employ Koreans in Japan in the American way 
of employment in which negroes are hired in a fixed 
percentage of the employees? Was it not a few days 
ago that the chief of Hitachi’s office in Seoul troubled 
to visit newspaper offices and said in excuse about 
south Koreans’ false impression that his company had 
made racial discrimination? How should we interpret 
that sudden change? These formed a topic of conver- 
sation at once. They are so agile in adapting themsel- 
ves to circumstances. It is useless appealing to them 
with theory and sincerity. They should be shown a 
force enough to scare them. The people of south 
Korea have thus gained another lesson from their 
struggle against Japanese enterprises. There is no 
doubt that Japanese entrepreneurs will exercise their 
wits and find an outlet in league with the Pak regime. 
The latter must have also learned much about the 
method of dealing with the Japanese government and 
the mass communication of Japan from the lesson 
of the Kim Dae Jung case. The aforesaid “self-surren- 
dered spy” case, too, was made public after warning 
the Japanese embassy that there might be terrorist 
outrages against Japanese by directions of the north. 
This was an attempt to make it plausible. Why is the 
Pak regime trying to instill terror into Japanese? 
Such a warning can not be given without a political 
aim. It happened in the summer seven or eight years 
ago, when cholera broke out. The newspapers were 
asked not to splash this fact. For it would cause the 
diminution of tourists and a decrease in the income 
of foreign currency. The Pak regime fostered 
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kisaeng-girl tourism before. But now itis warn- 
ing the Japanese tourists of possible terrorism. Why? 

There must be various reasons for it. First of all, it 
is to put down the anti-Pak movement which is called 
the anti-Japanese movement at home. Next, it is to 
further isolate the two Japanese students from the 
Japanese people. The Pak regime keeps detaining 
these Japanese students since their arrest, studying 
the good and bad sides of this casein its relations 
with Japan. Ii they are released and back to Japan they 
will probably write many things about the case. There- 
fore, the Pak regime will continue to play the mis- 
chief with them. Besides, in order to stop the flow of 
information into Japan and prevent its spreading, 
it may be deeming it necessary to strike greater 
terror among the Japanese people in the wake of the 
arrest of the two Japanese students. It is said that 
the responsible persons were called back to Seoul 
from Washington and Tokyo quite recently and given 
a good scolding for 20 days because of the unhealthy 
American and Japanese public opinion towards south 
Korea. The CIA may be thinking of even the worst 
case in which it has to commit terrorism against 
Japanese and spread the false report that it is done by 
spies of the north or by anti-Pak people under instruc- 
tions from the north. It will hesitate at no deed which 
may help prolong power. The. Kim Dae Jung incident 
was acase in point. The Pak regime is anxious to 
keep power. Now itis not in a position to mind 
something like the decrease of tourists, the reduction 
of foreign money, the depression of Japanese enterpri- 
ses and the derision of the north. 

Let me say a word about Mr. Kim Dae Jung. A 
written plan for a military coup was thrown into his 
house one night. No doubt, it was another invention 
of the authorities. They had planned to rake him 
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over the coals. Mr. Kim handed it to the police. Now, 
they have gone into tormenting his family, using in- 
vestigation as an excuse. Informing me of this, my 
friend said: “It is mental torture. Their plan may be to 
ruin him psychologically.” Those culprits who took 
him out and attempted his life on the sea remain 
alive and continue to pursue their plan, only chang- 
ing methods in its execution. This we must admit. We 
are still awaiting outside support for Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung, but there is no knowing how it will turn out. 

Poet Mr. Kim Ji Ha and novelist Mr. Nam Jong 
Hyon, too, have been imprisoned, and _ nothing is 
heard of them. The rector of the Theological College 
of Yonse University and a woman pastor who worked 
among women workers are also in jail. Mr. Chang 
Jun Ha who was arrested as a violator of January 
8 emergency measure No.1 is now confined in a 
hospital. Heis suffering from liver trouble. It is 
said that the Pak regime fears his possible death in 
prison because people will accuse it of having killed 
him. 

Only a deep silence reigns over south Korea 
in this beautiful early summer, throwing people 
into fear and unrest. We are well aware that this re- 
flects the fear and unrest of the Pak regime or its 
dictator. 
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PERFIDIOUS POWER 
June 1974 Dispatch 


Why has the Pak regime been so cross with 
Japan of late? Many south Koreans are doubting it 
and feeling shameful of it. Didn’t the Japanese and 
south Korean governments look like amusing themsel- 
ves so much, sailing in the same boat? The arrest of 
the two Japanese is quite unreasonable in every 
respect. Now the Pak regime is undoubtedly troubled 
with. the settlement of the case. Is it another over- 
action done out of quick temper? 

The relations between Japan and south Korea are 
chiefly economic and commercial ones. The Japanese 
government may be careful not to offend the south 
Korean government because the latter is its “custo- 
mer”. Although they feel regret at what the south 
Korean government is doing, the Japanese govern- 
ment authorities assert that there should not bea 
crack in the Japan-south Korea relations. This always 
causes a bitter feeling among us south Koreans. Have 
they a sore spot? Rumour has it that high-ranking 
politicians of Japan have bought up much land in 
Cheju-do Island and in the neighbourhood of Pusan 
and Inchon through their agents. Can it be true? Thus 
conjectures are given one after another. 

Here is a contrary conjecture. The Pak regime 
may be hoping that no trouble will be caused to 
Japanese business enterprises which have made in- 
roads into the Masan area. For the Pak regime now 
Springs at any one like a “mad dog”. By amore 
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shrewd guess from its way of doing, the Pak regime 
must be in perfect collusion with some quarters 
in Japan. If the Japanese government does not take 
any stiff attitude, the south Koreans will come over 
dizzy. 

The attitude of the West German government 
towards the “East Berlin spy case” inspired respect for 
the Germans in the south Koreans. (In 1967, 17 south 
Koreans studying in West Germany—professors,  st- 
udents and musicians—were lured away by the south 
Korean CIA agents to south Korea to be tried on char- 
ges of espionage activities. As the case came into the 
open, the government of West Germany assumed a firm 
posture. It expelled the CIA men from its country and 
suspended its economic aid to south Korea. As a 
result, the abducted south Koreans were sent back 
to West Germany, which settled the case. —Auth.) 
And, the US government, too, took a definite attitude 
in the recent case of Christian Science Monitor’s 
reporter (the case of refusal to admit Elizabeth Pond, 
woman special correspondent in Tokyo oi this paper, 
into south Korea because of her article for its May 
22, 1974 issue in which she sharply criticized Pak 
Jung Hi—Auth.). Its attitude differs from that of the 
Japanese government which makes a show of protest 
and obscures the case by adding a proviso that there 
should not be “a crack in the relations between Japan 
and south Korea”. 
| In fact the south Koreans have a considerable dist- 
rust of the Americans, too. In south Korea the Ameri- 
cans’ main interest is military affairs. And the south 
Koreans have the distrust, for they consider that the 
United States has sacrificed south Korea for its own 
national interests. To take an example, it gave all-out 
support to the Pak regime for troop dispatch to Viet 
Nam. It is said that in order to prop up the Pak 
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regime at that time the United States connived at its 
unfair elections and even had a finger in the pie. In 
those days the US authorities felt little shame to 
bestow the highest eulogium on the Pak regime. It is 
also said that as there are still such dealings behind 
the scenes, the United States is unable to lodge a 
stronger protest against Pak Jung Hi. Nevertheless, 
it may be said that the United States has regained its 
image at a stroke thanks to its attitude towards the 
recent Christian Science Monitor case and the Kim 
Dae Jung incident. The Japanese authorities, however, 
seem to let slip such a chance, knowing it all the while. 
This only makes an uglier image of Japan. A friend 
of mine who knows Japan well commented as follows: 

“The Japanese authorities, too, may fret, fuss and 
fume. Yet, they want to avoid a shameful scene of 
being challenged by the Pak regime. They seem to take 
a wait-and-see attitude instead of involving them- 
selves deeply in it, don’t they? Just like a man treat- 
ing a mischievous child. This irritates the Pak regime. 
For the Pak regime thinks that without money it is 
helpless and it is not likely to maintain power at all.” 

We cannot but feel that Japan is now meeting the 
same fate which the United States has actually suf- 
fered due to the Pak regime. What is more, she is 
unable to take a stiff stand like the United States 
does. The Pak regime is like a dog baying at the 
moon. It smiles when one gives it something and 
strokes it. But when one beats it severely, it makes an 
apology to him. But when one is off his guard even 
for a little while, it instantly comes out strong. The 
south Korean people have already experienced it 
fully. One should not seek truth from the Pak regime. 
Nowadays everything is political fabrication. 

The Pak regime has the Ministry of Justice at its 
beck and call, and yet it talks as if the Republic of Ko- 
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rea were a democratic state whose Ministry of Justice 
is independent. Families of the defendants are not al- 
lowed to attend the military trials and everything is 
concocted, and yet the Pak regime says that trials are 
fairly conducted according to law. It insists that 
though south Korea is a democratic state, it has a 
little difference from other countries as it experien- 
ces communist threat. The democracy it calls is a 
democracy recognizing Pak Jung Hi’s one-man dicta- 
torship for ever and rendering it possible to arrest the 
people who appear to be critical of it without a war- 
rant and even sentence them to death in the military 
tribunal. The Pak regime which often used the word 
‘“ROK-type democracy” now talks about ‘free demo- 
cracy’, as if it had quite forgotten it. Is it because 
it has failed to give a “philosophical definition” of 
the ROK-type democracy? 

The Pak regime is a perfidious power in every 
respect both internally and externally. It is probable 
that the president’s emergency measure will be lifted 
for the moment. It may be done through a pretended 
debate at the national assembly. However, the CIA’s 
activities and fraudulent trials will continue. One 
must not be taken in by such a trick. What on earth 
is the Pak regime going to do with the prisoners whom 
it sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment? Telling me 
these stories, a newspaperman said as follows: 

“T think it’s impossible to cope with the situation 
without the emergency measure. They may organize 
the secret police and entrust it with the task of finish- 
ing them off covertly. But it will prove difficult. They 
would have done it, if they could. But so far they have 
been only able to threaten people with capital punish- 
ment, haven’t they? Anyway, the Pak regime will be 
driven into a serious dilemma.” 

An unusual atmosphere always prevails among 
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the journalists as well. Loud voices are often heard 
even in the newspaper offices complaining of the re- 
striction placed on articles. This naturally leads to 
an increase in the proportion of articles for social 
columns which are considered not to be directly re- 
lated to political criticism, say, the articles not to be 
directly contradictory to the emergency measures. A 
few days ago papers gave prominence to an_ event in 
which 13 employees of an unauthorized sports shoe 
factory fell on account of general paralysis, an occu- 
pational disease. An official of the Labour Administ- 
ration Bureau who was sent there to investigate the 
case intimidated the victims with threats, saying 
“Do you think that the case will be settled if you tell 
it to reporters?” The papers are applying a scalpel 
of sharp criticism to the causes of sorrow of shoeshine 
boys, the crazy taxes, etc. Their headings are also pro- 
vocative, like “Traffic Crimes Become More Atro- 
cious.” 

The Pak regime’s temporary evasive policy seems 
to have reached its height. Almost every day it makes a 
clamour about the threat of invasion from the north, 
while at the same time inviting a large number of 
tourists and foreign investors, saying that south 
Korea is secure. It said that Mr. Kim Dae Jung was 
Iree, so he could make a journey abroad. It also said 
that the whole picture of the Kim Dae Jung incident 
would soon be published. No one knows’ the wherea- 
bouts of Kim Dong Un of the CIA who has been pro- 
ved to be the criminal. But now it talks about the 
need to bring Mr. Kim Dae Jung before the court for 
his violation of the election law. It says that it can 
not give preference to the foreign trip of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung and that the investigation of his case will 
take long. Why has the question of Mr. Kim Dae Jung 
been brought out at the present moment? The govern- 
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ment explains that it is for settling the long-drawn 
case. But the people have long been determined not 
to believe what the Pak regime says. That is why they 
want to know its real intention and have many conj- 
ectures. | 

It is said that the first reason is to make him 
give up the idea of leaving the country. This, however, 
cannot be an urgent reason for bringing out his case 
at the present time. The Pak regime more often 
than not carries through its evil design at a time when 
political confusion prevails in the United States or 
elections are held there. So, there is a version that 
its presentation of the question this time has re- 
levance to the election to the Japan’s House of Coun- 
cilors. The Pak regime is going to achieve something 
when the Japanese government is busy with the elec- 
tion and fears that its excessive involvement in the 
question will affect the election. As it were, the Pak 
regime has chosen the very chance when the Japanese 
authorities cannot afford to meddle so much. It is 
also said that it has done so to spite the Liberal De- 
mocratic Party of Japan facing the election. 

There must be a more important thing than this. 
It will be the internal political problem after all. As 
a politician, Mr. Kim Dae Jung had had a comparati- 
vely big voice at hom. Particularly so before foreign 
journalists. Moreover, the recent investigation of the 
case of the National Federation of Youth and Students 
for Democracy has shown that Mr. Kim Dae Jung is 
the leader in the hearts of most of the students. That 
is why the Pak regime has thought out a trick to link 
him up with the “Chongryon” (the General Associa- 
tion of Korean Residents in Japan). It talks about the 
violation of the “election law” to sound world public 
opinion. And it intends to fasten a grave crime on him 
as far as possible. Pak Jung Hi wants to do what he 
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pleases, taking advantage of unfavourable situations 
in Japan and the United States. If he is free from the 
heavy yoke of public opinion, he would wish to take 
the life of Mr. Kim Dae Jung according to his original 
plan. 

It leaves no doubt that Mr. Kim Dae Jung was 
brought before the court by the President’s special 
command. It must be all the more necessary to stop 
up Mr. Kim’s mouth at the present moment. In particu- 
lar, in August the nongovernment New Democratic 
Party called a decoy party is to hold its congress and 
elect its leader. Mr. Kim Dae Jung may be called in 
question by its conscientious members. A rumour spre- 
ads that his name will certainly be mentioned at least 
by some members on an urgency motion. Hence, it is 
said, a new kind of mental torture upon Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung, that is, dragging him into court and tormenting 
him, has begun. 

Pak Jung Hi must have had particular reason in 
striking into such an internationally very unfavourable 
action as bringing Mr. Kim Dae Jung before the court. 
It may be correct to say that a complex of many 
things mentioned above furnishes the reason. He had 
conducted the most unfair election in history and 
dared not contradict Mr. Kim Dae Jung’s argument 
over the “election irregularities”. But under the 
present dark rule he has changed his attitude towards 
this question, too. 

Apparently this is a new crisis for Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung. He protestingly asks what was wrong with him 
when he said in 1971 that there would be a possibility 
for Pak Jung Hi’s establishment of a Fuehrer system. 
He sticks to his guns, declaring that his prophecy has 
come true. It seems as if the court became the theatre 
of his political struggle at home after a long time. It 
may be considered that as in the case with the two 
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Japanese, the new case of Mr. Kim Dae Jung will be 
ahard nut to crack for the Pak regime. Maybe the 
CJA has faked it up by pooling the wisdom of the 
many or Pak Jung Hi, driven by his anger, has set his 
hand to it. Anyway it is not a simple affair. 

It must not be forgotten that the inhabitants of 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung’s residence area who watched over 
him, greeted him and saw him off with an applause at 
court and the people who were assembled around the 
court, represent the will of the entire south Korean 
people who give support to his political struggle at 
court. Mr. Kim Dae Jung is in no way a reckless radi- 
cal. And the south Korean people, together with him, 
will realistically defend the precious thing they have 
regained. Bound in chains as we are, we will continue 
to tell the world that suchis intruth our earnest 
hope; we will do so even if our voice fails to reach. 


JUDGEMENT OF THE PEOPLE 


Sorry as it is to the Japanese friends, south 
Koreans often speak about Japan in a distorted way. 
In a yesterday’s paper the following cynical passages 
occur with regard to the Masan industrial zone 
chiefly occupied by Japanese enterprises: 


An affair of personnel cuts and forced suspension 
from office in the Masan Free Export Zone. 

The guest slaps the host, putting the cart before 
the horse. 


South Koreans have a bad habit of saying ironi- 
cally about Japan. Though they have a plausible rea- 
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son, it is surely a sad thing. At one time there appea- 
red the following passages: 


Scores of stowaways were arrested by a Japanese 
patrol boat. 
Man is made to have a place to live and a shelter. 


Passages of this sort are too numerous to cite. 
So, sometimes I even doubt if the papers are really 
sound in judgement. I say this because I feel that the 
complications between the two couniries, which have 
grown so serious, are growing these days, far from 
being removed. The Japanese often irritate the old 
wound to make it angry. This is true. But the Kim 
Dae Jung incident andthe recent arrest of the two 
Japanese students have made the Japanese have a bad 
impression of the south Koreans. Now we are not in a 
position to give any excuse for our fault. 

At times I cannot but think about the unpleasant 
ties inevitably formed between the two countries. How 
can a new age be created upon this fate? It should not 
and cannot be avoided. Therefore, considering the dist- 
ant future, I feel grateful for the fact that Japan’s in- 
terest in south Korea has recently increased little by 
little, even though it was engendered by unhappy 
events. I wish that both the Kim Dae Jung incident 
and the Hayakawa and Tachikawa incident will be 
thoroughly investigated tothe end. I want it to be 
done with such energy with which the Watergate 
incident was proved in the United States. I heard that 
when the American readers had got sick of this inci- 
dent, the US papers, though aware of it, had written 
that they would investigate into the injustice and im- 
morality of officeholders to the last since it was an 
affair vital to American democracy. I earnestly hope 
that the Japanese mass communication, too, will do so 
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for a new relationship of Japan with Asia or with 
south Korea. Japan should not be a country which 
ends the investigations of the two cases in smoke and 
ignores human rights. Thinking that south Korea, too, 
should not be acountry of that sort, men of con- 
science in south Korea are now fighting at the risk 
of their lives. We badly need the support of the con- 
scientious people of the world, Japan in particular. 
The Pak regime is afraid of world public opinion, for 
it gives great encouragement to our struggle for dem- 
ocracy. 

I hope that attention will be paid to the published 
accusation on the case of the “National Federation of 
Youth and Students for Democracy” which is now 
brought before the military tribunal. | 

It was published under the heading: “A Scheme 
to Build a Base for Communization of Campus.” The 
accusation of a communization movement is a pure 
invention. In order to fabricate the case, two ‘‘com- 
munization routes” were forged. They are the lines of 
the People’s Revolutionary Party and of the Com- 
munist Party of Japan and the Chongryon (the 
General Association of Korean Residents in Japan). 

The People’s Revolutionary Party no longer ex- 
ists in the south now. There can be neither directive 
nor instruction. The upshot of the enquiry into the stu- 
dents was that they were directly linked with a bogus 
People’s Revolutionary Party and indirectly with a 
Japanese communist organization which had nothing 
to do with them. Such is the real facts. of the case. 

Most of the south Korean students swear to their 
innocence in court with confident and dignified atti- 
tude. They consider anyone who gives a vague answer 
to be a stool pigeon. It is my hope that the two Japan- 
ese, too, will take a little more dignified attitude. 
Isn’t it good for them to take pride in having had an 
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interest in the democratic movement of south Korea 
and attempted to let it be known to the world? Have 
they lost courage as they know the weak attitude of 
the Japanese government? Whycan’t they openly 
demand the reason for trying them the foreigners in 
court the cruelty of which is rarely to be seen in the 
world? We have wished that they would continue to 
struggle in court. 1 am afraid I have said too much 
to offend the foreign sympathizers. But, isn’t it the 
only means of beating the south Korean government? 
They probably do not know the true nature of the 
Pak regime which gets bold when one shows reserve. 
It may be said that where there is a firm government 
there is a strong nation. 

The source of funds was ar thoroughly ex- 
amined in the recent investigation. It is because com- 
mon sense tells that directives are attended with 
funds. However, even according to what was publi- 
shed by the Pak regime, the People’s Revolutionary 
Party did not give even a single penny, nor did the 
two Japanese donate funds. The Pak regime simply 
used such vague terms as the supply of “activity 
funds”. 

This may be intended to obscure the fact that 
food allowance amounting to some 7,500 won had 
been supplied. In the case of poet Mr. Kim Ji Ha, 
it is clearly written how and to whom the money total- 
ling 1,080,000 won had been distributed. 

How strange it is to give only directives without 
supplying funds! 

When students happened to hold a meeting ata 
teahouse, the CJA fully traced the source of funds by 
way of asking them who paid for the tea. Then it 
worked very hard to fabricate a Red case. Even a CIA 
man told me that there was no alternative but to do 
so since the scenario had been written beforehand by 
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the sovereign. He also told me that two CJA men had 
been dispatched from south Korea even to a meeting 
of Korean Christians in Japan. There are many people 
who are not yet tried. I hear the CIA finds it more dif- 
ficult to label them as Reds. 

Some sources of funds have been disclosed. The 
funds used by Mr. Kim Ji Ha were furnished by the 
Catholic society. There are also funds of Protestant 
society which came from the National Federation of 
Christian Students. It seems that they amounted to 
an enormous sum. There is also an aid from ex-Presi- 
dent Yun Bo Son which was distributed by Pastor Pak 
Hyong Gyu. There are also several cases in which 
people belonging to the nongovernment parties or the 
critical force gave students asmall sum for their 
meals. And students spent all their “registration fee” 
to be paid for the new school terms which would start 
from April. These were all the funds they had, and 
with them they waged a death-defying struggle. The 
Pak regime labeled these funds as Reds’ funds and 
Reds’ directive. And it is trying those people allegedly 
belonging to the People’s Revolutionary Party, the 
two Japanese and other students separately in diffe- 
rent courts. This really is high treason against God 
and man. 

There is an important rumour as to this case, too. 
It says that at least more than one of the student lea- 
ders were agents of the CIA. And one of them is said 
to have trapped the two Japanese. According to the 
statement made by the two Japanese in court, it se- 
ems that they are not assured “instructors”. They 
might be sympathizers acting in good faith. What the 
devil is the Pak regime going to do by laying a 
horrible guilt upon them? There is a widespread con- 
jecture as to whether there were also CIA agents 
among the Koreans in Japan whom they had met 
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there. One may say ours is so discreditable a society. 
Now, however, the students concerned are sure that 
there was enormous activity of CIA cat’s paws becau- 
se the CJA had so thorough a grasp on the whole 
picture of the movement. 

Last month there happened another incident at 
the Catholic Sogang University. The students repla- 
ced the editorial of their newspaper which had passed 
the censorship of the university authorities with a 
new one written in a forceful tone, and printed it. The 
paper was confiscated at once. So it isn’t in my hands. 
Three students and the guiding professor were arre- 
sted. I don’t know what has become of them since. 

Yesterday I met a Christian, one of my elders, in 
the street. What he told me is still ringing in my ears. 

“Elderly people must bear responsibility,” he 
said. “And they must help the young people. An elder 
statesman is said to have run away when he was 
threatened with property. Now itis high time to die 
a martyr for one’s faith. The aged people should do 
first. Martyrdom always takes place under a_fool- 
ish ruffian. Didn’t itdo sointhe days of Nero and 
Nazis? A Japanese asked me which the superior was, 
the Emperor or Jesus. Now, should we die as Reds 
under that maniac or fool?” 

I examined myself who is afraid of the trials of 
struggle. Death, imprisonment and torture may be 
magnified as something very terrible in the mind’s 
eyes of those who are notin struggle. However, the 
comrades in jail arein full vigor and stand out 
stoutly, saying that they will continue their struggle 
in any places. Reflecting on my timidity, I could not 
but ask myself how long I could live this way. I 
looked up at the sky. White clouds of early summer 
were seen floating leisurely. 


176 


An explosion of the pent-up resentment of 
the south Korean students 


South Korean students rise up against the 
fascist “revitalized” dictatorial system of the 
Pak Jung Hi clique 


orig gE cael eagt 


i BRR eet! AT. Ry. os ie at i: 


ty § 


My AE ott 


Ph 17h Th oepiett Ade) OPAL 


Religious men struggling for democratization 
against fascism 
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Journalists fighting for the freedom of speech 
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Members of the South Korean Journalists’ Associa- 


tion fighting against the gag placed by the fascist Pak 
Jung Hi gang upon freedom of speech 


Students of Seoul  Uni- 

versity holding a demon- 

Stration against the ‘go- 
vernment” 


Korean compatriots in West Germany holding a 
demonstration for the democratization of south 
Korean society 


Students in Seoul fight 
for the freedom and 
democratization of | 

campus | 


Puppet policemen are dcing violence to the 
familigs who have gathered before the US 
Embassy in Seoul in demand of release of their 
imprisoned members—students and personages 
of various strata 
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Korean nationals in Japan denounce the Pak 
Jung Hi clique for its murderous atrocities 


Brave south Korean stu- 
dents fighting against the 
repression by the police in 
a spirit of no longer tole- 
rating military fascist 
dictatorship 


esidents in Japan who are affiliated with 
Chere an holding a demonstration under the 
slogans: “The US imperialist aggressor troops, 
get out of south Korea immediately! and 
“Down with Pak Jung Hi’s dictatorial regime! 


Korean residents in Japan who are under the influence of 
the Mindan denounce the Pak Jung Hi clique for its un- 
precedented suppression of people 
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Students of Rane Univesle opposing “military drill” 
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Overseas Korean compatriots holding a de- 

monstration under the slogans: “Down with 

the CIA in Seoul” and “We support the policy 
of one Korea” 


ants, 

“yy ‘\ 4 Korean residents in the 
United States holding 
a demonstration carry- 
ing the placard bearing 
the slogan: ‘Dictator 
Pak Jung Hi, resign!” 


Youth and students 
have risen up in a 
showdown to tear 
off the shackles of 
fascism 
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Japanese people denouncing Pak jawed Hi for his fasci- 
st tyranny under the slogan: “The world people will 
never tolerate fascist tyranny” 


Students in Seoul burn in effigy 
the fascist hangmen 


South Korean students are resolved to fight on more 
stubbornly in defiance of terrorism until they will win 
final victory 
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